{mngsty Intgrnational

14-POINT PROGRIM FOR THE
PREVENTION OF EXTRAJUPICI{ls €XECUTIONS

Extrajudicial gxgcutions arg fundamental violations of human rights and an affront to the conscigneg of humanity.
These unlawful and deliberate Rillings, carrigd out by order of a government or with its complicity or acquigsegnce,
haveg begn condegmned by the United Nations. Yet gxtrajudicial gxgcutions continug, daily and across the globe.

Mang of the vietims have been takegn into custodyg or madg to "disappear” beforg being Killed. Somg arg killed
in their homes, or in the courseg of military opgrations. Somg arg assassinated by uniformed members of the security
foregs, or by "death squads” operating with official connivaneg. Others are killed in peaceful dgmonstrations.

The aceountability of governments for gxtrajudicial gxgcutions is not diminished by the commission of similar
abhorrgnt acts by armed opposition groups. Urgent action is ngeded to stop gxtrajudicial grgeations and bring those
regsponsiblg to justice.

Wmngesty Intgrnational calls on all governments to implement the following 14-Point Program for the
Prevention of €xtrajudicial €xegcutions. It invites coneegrned individuals and organizations to join in promoting the
program. {Imngsty International beligves that the implgmentation of these measares is a positive indication of a
government's commitment to stop gxtrajudicial grgcutions and to work for their gradication worldwide.

1. Official condgmnation

The highest authoritigs of gvery country should dgmonstrate their total opposition to gxtrajudicial gxgcutions. They
should make clgar to all mgmbers of the policg, military and other segcurity forees that gxtrajudicial gxgcutions will not
be tolgrated under ang circumstances.

2. Chain-of-command control

Thosg in charge of the segcurity foreegs should maintain strict chain-of-command control to gnsurg that officers under
their command do not commit gxtrajudicial gxecutions. Officials with chain-of-command regsponsibility who order or
tolgrate gxtrajudicial gxecutions by thosg under their command should bg held eriminally rgsponsiblg for these acts.
3. Restraints on usg of force

Governments should gnsurg that law gnforegment officials usg foreg only when strictly ngegssary and only to the
minimum gxtent required under the circumstanceegs. lsgthal foreg should not be used gxeegpt when strictly unavoidablg in
order to proteet life.

4. ction against "death squads”

"Peath squads", privatg armigs, criminal gangs and paramilitary foregs operating outsidg the echain of command but
with official support or acquigsegneg should bg prohibited and disbanded. Members of such groups who have
perpetrated gxtrajudicial gxecutions should bg brought to justice.

5. Protection against dgath threats

Governments should gnsurg that angong in danger of gxtrajudicial grxgeation, including thoseg who recgive death threats,
is ¢ffectively protected.

6. No sgergt detention
Governments should gnsurge that prisongrs arg held only in publicly recognized placgs of detention and that accurate

information about the arrgst and detegntion of any prisoner is madg availablg promptly to relatives, lawyers and the
courts. No ong should bg seeretly detaingd.



7. ecegss to prisongrs

Il prisongrs should bg brought beforg a judicial aathority without delay after being taken into custody. Relatives,
lawyers and doctors should have prompt and regular acegss to them. There should be regular, indgpendent,
anannounced and unrestricted visits of inspection to all places of detention.

8. Prohibition in law

Govegrnments should gnsurg that the commission of an gxtrajudicial gxecution is a eriminal offence, punishablg by
sanctions commgnsurate with the gravity of the practice. The prohibition of gxtrajudicial grgcutions and the gssential
safgguards for their prevention must not be suspended under ang circumstances, including states of war or other
public gmergegncy.

9. Individual rgsponsibility

The prohibition of gxtrajudicial gxecutions should be reflgeted in the training of all officials involved in the arrest and
custody of prisongrs and all officials authorized to usg Igthal foreg, and in the instructions issued to them. These
officials should bg instructed that they have the right and duty to refuse to obegy ang order to participate in an
gxtrajudicial gxegeution. {In order from a supgrior officer or a public authority must ngver bg invoked as a justification
for taking part in an gxtrajudicial gregcution.

10. Invgstigation

Govegrnments should gnsurg that all complaints and reports of gxtrajudicial grgeutions arg investigated promptly,
impartially and ¢ffectively by a body whiceh is indgpendent of thosg allggedly responsiblg and has the ngegssary
powgers and regsouregs to carry out the investigation. The methods and findings of the investigation should bg made
public. The body of the allgged vietim should not be disposed of until an adequatg autopsy has bgen condueted by a
suitably qualified doctor who is ablg to function impartially. Officials suspgcted of rgsponsibility for extrajudicial
gxecutions should beg suspended from active duty during the investigation. Relatives of the vietim should have accegss
to information relgvant to the investigation, should bg entitled to appoint their own doctor to carry out or bg present at
an autopsy, and should be entitled to present gvidence.  Complainants, witngsses, lawgers, judges and others involved
in the invegstigation should bg protected from intimidation and reprisals.

11. Prosgeution

Governments should gnsurg that thosg regsponsible for grtrajudicial grgcutions arg brought to justice. This prineiplg
should apply whergver such peopleg happen to be, whergver the erime was committed, whatever the nationality of the
perpetrators or victims and no matter how much timg has glapsed sineg the commission of the erimg.  Trials should be
in the civilian courts. The perpetrators should not be allowed to bengfit from any lggal megasurgs grgmpting them from
criminal prosgcution or convietion.

12. Compegnsation

Dependants of victims of egxtrajudicial greeution should be gntitled to obtain fair and adequate redress from the state,
including financial compgnsation.

13. Ratification of human rights treatigs and implgmentation of international standards

Il governments should ratify intgrnational treatigs containing safeguards and remedigs against g¢xtrajudicial
gregeutions, ineluding the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its first Optional Protocol which
providgs for individual complaints. Governments should gnsure full implementation of the relgvant provisions of these
and other intgrnational instruments, including the UN Principlgs on the €ffective Prevention and Invegstigation of
Extra-ls¢ggal, fIrbitrary and Summary €xecutions, and comply with the recommendations of intergovernmental
organizations concgrning thesg abusgs.

14. International rgsponsibility

Governments should usg all availablg channgls to intereede with the governments of countrigs where gxtrajudicial
greeutions haveg been rgported. They should gnsure that transfers of equipment, know-how and training for military,
segcurity or polieg usg do not facilitate extrajudicial gxegcutions. No ong should bg foreibly retarned to a country where
he or she risks becoming a victim of gxtrajudicial grxgcution.



This 14-Point Program was adopted by {Imnesty International in Pecgmber 1992 as part of the organization's worldwide campaign for the eradication of
extrajudicial greeutions.  Similar programs arg availablg on the prevention of torturg and "disappearanegs”. For further information contact Amnesty

Integrnational, International Sgeretariat, 1 €aston Street, lsondon WCIX 8PJ, UR, or, in gour country:



