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AVIZAIMIQUE


AI ASKS TO SEE TWO PRIESTS,TORTURE
ALLEGED IN 'SUICIDE' OF MANGANHELA

SEAN MacBRIDE, Chairman of AI's International

Executive Committee, cabled Portugal's Prime

Minister, Dr MARCELLO CAETANO, on July 16, ask-

ing for personal permission to visit two Span-

ish priests who have been held without trial

since they attempted to publicize the alleged

massacre of African villagers by Portuguese

troops 18 months ago.
The priests, Fathers MARTIN HERNANDEZ ROBLES

and ALFONSO VALVERDE LEON, who are in Machava

Prison, Lourenco Marques, were both adopted by

AI as prisoners of conscience last November. Mr

MacBride's cable was sent amidst widespread

charges of atrocities in Mozambique.

AI also released a report by BAREND VAN NIE-

KERK, Professor of Law at the University of Na-

tal, who visited Mozambique in May on behalf of

A/  and the International Commission of Jurists.

Professor van Niekerk reported that the deten-

tion conditions of the priests "are not up. to

acceptable international standards" and that

they had been kept in solitary confinement for

22 hours a day.
Professor van Niekerk also investigated the

reported suicide in Machava Prison last Decem-

ber of Pastor ZEDEQUIAS MANGANHELA, a leading

Presbyterian minister (JanuaryNewsZetter).He
said that people closely associated with Pastor

Manganhela did not accept the official explana-

tion that he had killed himself.
"He had obviously, according to reports of

persons who had seen him before death, been

subjected to torture," Professor van Niekerk

said. He said members of Pastor Manganhela's

family contended that letters he supposedly

wrote in prison about committing suicide were

not in his own handwriting.

OBSERVER SAYS MOROCCAN COURT HAS
SUPPRESSED EVIDENCE OF TORTURE
Dr HORST WOESNER, the West German Federal

Court judge sent as an AI observer to the tri-

al in Kenitra, Morocco, of 157 persons charged

with various offences against the state (July

Newsletter),reports that evidence of torture
was suppressed in court.
Dr Woesner, who reported to the International

Secretariat in London after leaving Morocco,

affirmed that the Military Tribunal was observ-

ing correct trial procedures. But he said that

in addition to the suppression of torture evi-

dence, defence lawyers had been seriously ham-

pered by not being allowed to see official dos-

siers on the prisoners until three days before

the trial began.
He said that while a relatively small number

of the accused may have been involved in guer-

rilla activities, the majority are being tried 


for their political beliefs. Many of the accu-

sed are members or sympathizers of the opposi-

tion party Union Nationale des Forces Populaire

(UNFP), whose Rabat branch was suspended by go-

vernment decree in April.
A second  A/  observer, Professor WERNER SAR-

STEDT, who went to Morocco July 17 to attend

the continuing Kenitra trial after Dr Woessner

left, was expelled from the country shortly af-

ter he arrived. Professor Sarstedt, who is also

a German Federal Court judge and who also was

to observe a trial in Casablanca, was told his

papers were not in order.
The Moroccan Press Agency, in a statement pu-

blished in German newspapers July 24 and citing

"official circles", claimed that Professor Sar-

stedt had gone to Morocco with the intention of

being expelled and thus creating adverse publi-

city for the country.
In a letter to Prime Minister AHMED OSMAN pro-

testing strongly against the expulsion,AI de-

nied all the allegations against Professor Sar-

stedt and requested assurances that the inci-

dent would be investigated and not repeated. AI
also sent reports of the incident to the United

Nations and the Organization of African Unity.

FINLAND ASKED NOT TO DEPORT
MAN WHO FLED USSR

AI cabled President URHO KEKKONEN of Fin-

land July 24 urging him to intervene in the

threatened deportation of a Lithuanian re-

fugee, VIKTOR SCHNEIDER, who was picked up

July 16 while trying to row across the Gulf

of Finland to West Germany. Finland had

said it intended to observe its consular a-

greement with the Soviet Union and return

Mr Schneider, in spite of West German50.s

view that he is a German national.

The cable from AI Secretary General MAR-

TIN ENNALS urged "in the interests of huma-

nity" that Mr Schneider "not be deported to

any country where he risks imprisonment".

SAIGON DISPUTES PRISONER FIGURES
BUT AI REPORT WELCOMED ELSEWHERE
The Saigon Government reacted sharply in July

to AI's report Political Prisoners in South Vi-
etnam (July Newsletter).A Foreign Ministry
statement disputed the report's contention that

a large proportion of the 70,000-100,000 civil-

ians detained in the country are political pri-

soners. It reaffirmed Saigon's official posi-

tion that "there are no political prisoners in

South Vietnam, but only 5,081 Communist civil-

ian personnel, of which 750 have been released".

Two weeks later Saigon published a document

on civilian prisoners and its prison system.

This stated that there are 42 prisons or "re-

education centers" in South Vietnam with a to-

tal capacity of under 40,000.

Commenting on the statements,AI Secretary
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General MARTIN ENNALS pointed out that the Ai
report explains clearly why the total figure of

civilians detained by Saigon may be as much as

three times the official figure of 35,000 to

40,000. Apart from gross prison overcrowding,

tens of thousands of civilians suspected of

Communist sympathies are held in some 500 in-

terrogation and detention centers administered

by the police and army and not included in of-

ficial estimates.
The report was widely welcomed elsewhere by

the press and world figures. Among other expre-

ssions of approval the International Secretari-

at received letters from UN Secretary General

KURT WALDHEIM and US Senators EDWARD KENNEDY

and GEORGE McGOVERN.
In a letter thanking AI for sending him the

report, Senator Kennedy said the findings of a

study mission sent by his Judiciary Sub-Commit-

tee on Refugees to South Vietnam to examine the

political prisoner question had recently been

filed with the Senate. The mission quotes the

American Embassy there as admitting that Saigon

holds many non-communist dissidents such as Ma-

dame NGO BA THANH. An embassy official also

confirmed that political prisoners had been sy-

stematically reclassified as common criminals

since the January ceasefire - a charge made in

the AI report.
At the time this Newsletter went to press,the

two South Vietnamese parties had resumed the

civilian prisoner exchanges originally envisag-

ed under the January agreement. Saigon had be-

gun releasing 4,331 civilians and 33 soldiers

while the Provisional Revolutionary Government

was due to hand over 252 civilian and 410 mili-

tary prisoners. Neither side has changed its

official estimates of the civilians it holds

who are eligible for exchange under the agree-

ment. AI has frequently expressed its belief

that the estimates of both sides are unrealist-

ically low.

GREECE RELEASES FIVE OF SIX LAWYERS

SUBJECTED TO 'UNBEARABLE' TORTURE

Five of the six Greek lawyers reported in

an AI statement last March to be suffering

"unbearable" torture in detention (April

Newsletter) have been freed. They are NIKOS

KARAMANLIS, DIONYSIOS BOULOUKOS, ANTONIOS

VGONTZAS, CONSTANTINE ALAVANOS and PANAYO-

TIS KANELLAKIS. No official reason was gi-

ven for their arrest or release.

Other releases included ANASTASIOS PEPO-

NIS, a lawyer and former Director-General

of the Greek National Broadcasting Insti-

tute, who has twice been adopted by AI.

PARAGUAY DENIES HAVING PRISONERS
President ALFREDO STROESSNER of Paraguay de-

nied during a visit to Germany in July that his

government holds political prisoners. The deni-

al was challenged by kr's German Section which

marked the visit with a programme of protest

that gave wide publicity to the longstanding

prisoner problem in Paraguay. The Section also

reminded President Stroessner of Professor AN-

TONIO MAIDANA, one of the very few Paraguayan

political prisoners ever brought to trial.

A judge ordered Professor Maidana's release

in 1961 on expiry of his 2i-year sentence, but

he was kept in detention. In May 1972 AI sub-

mitted his case to the Inter-American Commis-

sion on Human Rights which passed a resolution

in April this year asking the Paraguayan gov-

ernment to release Professor Maidana. The go-

vernment has not yet commented on the request.

In an interview with the German news agency

DPA, however, President Stroessner insisted

that "in Paraguay there are no political priso-

ners. Those who are in detention are common cri-

minals and will be dealt with by our justice."

MIDDLE EAST DEATH SENTENCES
AI has sent protests to Oman, Iraq and the

People's Democratic Republic of Yemen over ex-

ecutions carried out in the first two countries

and threatened in the third. On July 27 Secret-

ary General MARTIN ENNALS wrote to Sultan QUA-

BUS BIN SAID expressing concern at the death

sentences carried out seven days earlier on 10

members of the Popular Front for Liberation of

Oman and the Arabian Gulf who were accused of

taking part in a plot against the Sultan.

On July 9 Mr Ennals sent a cable and letter

to President AHMED HASSAN AL BAKR voicing con-

cern over the execution of 36 persons accused

of attempting to overthrow the Iraqi regime.

On July 17 Mr Ennals cabled President SALEM

RUBI ALI urging clemency for six people senten-

ced to death on charges of subversion and con-

spiracy against the state in Yemen.

SHAH OF IRAN REPRIEVES SIX MEN
The SHAH of Iran has commuted to life impri-

sonment the death sentences passed on six men

convicted June 11 of conspiracy against the

state and the attempted kidnapping of the for-

mer American Ambassador in Teheran. AI had ca-

bled Prime Minister AMIR ABBAS HOVEIDA a few

weeks earlier asking urgently for a review of

the sentences (July Newsletter).
AI wrote to the Shah expressing appreciation

for his act of clemency and appealing to him to

use his power to ensure that no further execu-

tions took place.

SENTENCE OF SOVIET JEW CUT
ISAAK SCHKOLNIK, the Jewish mechanic sentenced

to 10 years' imprisonment for allegedly "spying

for Israel" (May Newsletter), hadhis sentence
reduced to seven years when his appeal was heard

at the beginning of July. In April AI cabled So-

viet President NIKOLAI PODGORNY to express con-

cern at the harshness of the original sentence

on Shkolnik, 36, who before his arrest had ex-

pressed a desire to emigrate to Israel.

AI OBSERVER TELLS OF EXPULSION
Dr WOLFGANG AIGNER, Vice-Chairman of AI's Aus-

trian Section who was expelled from Tunisia at
the end of June (JulyNewsletter), told a news

conference in Vienna last month that he was in-

terrogated for three hours at Tunis Airport and

had all his AI material and trial notes confis-

cated. Dr Aigner said he was arrested shortly

before the departure of his plane after attend-

ing the trial of Dr MOHAMED BEN SALAH as anAI
observer. (Dr Ben Salah was sentenced to three

years' imprisonment on charges of aiding the es-

cape from prison in February of his brother,
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former government minister AHMED BEN SALAH.)

Dr Aigner said his luggage was searched and,

after he refused to give police personal docu-

ments, a notebook was torn out of his hand and

the remaining documents also taken from him by

force. AI has sent a strong protest to Presi-

dent HABIB BOURGUIBA over the incident.

GHANA RELEASES 23 DETAINEES
Ghana released 23 political detainees July 23

including all those taken up by AI. Among them

were former Minister of Finance J.H. MENSAH and

former Minister of Trade and Industries RICHARD

QUARSHIE. They had been detained since the ov-

erthrow of the Busia regime in January 1972.

PRISONER RELEASES AND CASES

The Secretariat learned in May of the re-

lease of 165 A/-adopted prisoners and took

up 223 new cases. In June it learned of 37
releases and took up 154 new cases.

AI BACKS US 'AMNESTY' CALL
AI issued a statement July 22 urging United

States authorities to release and exonerate all

those jailed for refusing military service dur-

ing the Vietnam War. The statement also expres-

sed support for the current campaign in the US

for a general, unconditional amnesty for all

war resisters, including "deserters, civil dis-

obedients (and) people receiving less than hon-

ourable discharges".

COLOMBIA TRIAL OF 45 MOVED
Colombia's Supreme Court of Justice has ord-

ered the trial of 45 persons charged with links

with the ELN guerrilla movement moved to Bogota

from El Socorra following allegations of tort-

ure and legal irregularities. The trial was re-

cessed in May after the Military Attorney call-

ed publicly for the annulment of proceedings

because of irregularities (June Newsletter).

TANZANIA URGED TO FREE ZANZIBARIS
AI urged President JULIUS NYERERE of Tanzania

July 23 to free three former Zanzibar cabinet

ministers who have been detained on the main-

land for the past nine years and who are adopt-

ed by AI. The three, MAULIDI MSHANGAMA (see
page 4), JUMA ALEY ABRAWI and ALI MUHSIN BAR-

WANI, have been in custody since they fled the

island in January 1964 after the short-lived

Zanzibar National Party government was over-

thrown. During 1972 all of them were moved to

new prisons and since then there has been a

lack of news about them that has caused alarm.

INDONESIA'S PRISONER LINE 'WEAK'
A top Indonesian security official has agreed

that his country's position on political priso-

ners is weak from both a legal and humanitarian

point of view, according to a leading dignitary

of the Dutch Reformed Church.
The official, General SUMITRO, recently was

appointed Supreme Commander of the Command for

the Restoration of Security and Order (Kopkam-

tib) in Indonesia. His statement was quoted in

an interview given to the Dutch newspaper Trouw
by Dr. J. VERKUYL, who recently had a long dis-

cussion with the general.
According to Dr Verkuyl General Sumitro said

he was seriously considering the question of 


releasing the tens of thousands of B category

prisoners who have been held without trial sin-

ce the abortive coup of 1965 on grounds that

there is insufficient evidence to bring them to

court (April Newsletter).When questioned about
the prisoners General Sumitro reportedly repli-

ed: "You are quite right. From a juridical

point of view we are weak and from a humanitar-

ian point of view we are even weaker."

ORGANIZATION 


IEC APPOINTS NEW ADMINISTRATIVE
MANAGER,APPROVES COUNCIL PLANS
The International Executive Committee appoin-

ted JIM GAYLORD as new Administrative Manager

when it met in London June 29-July 1. It also

considered arrangements for September's Inter-

national Council meeting in Vienna and proposed

that there should be working parties on torture,

development of A/ and fundraising,AI techni-

ques including relief, and relations between

the Secretariat and National Sections and

Groups. There will be a special meeting prior

to the Council on September 13 to consider the

question of the legal definition of violence

within the term's of AI's Statute.

The IEC also prepared and commented upon the

draft Annual Report for 1972-73, a final ver-

sion of which has now been sent to the printer.

A full report of the IEC meeting will be circu-

lated to National Sections.
The IEC will hold a special meeting on August

11 and 12 to receive the auditor's and other

financial reports, to make further preparations

for the Council meeting and to review proposals

for AI and National Section development.

MORE NAMED FOR PARIS CONFERENCE
Professor HUBERT THIERRY, newly-elected chair-

man of the French Section, has agreed to be

Vice-President of December's Paris Conference

for the Abolition of Torture. SEAN MacBRIDE has

already been named President.
Secretary General MARTIN ENNALS and PHILIPPE

DE LA CHAPELLE of the French Section haVe been

named joint Secretaries of the Conference. For-

mer US Attorney General RAMSEY CLARK will pre-

sent the major paper to the conference commis-

sion on identification of those responsible for

torture. Noted British psychiatrist ANTHONY

STORR will present the paper produced by Octo-

ber's Oslo conference on the medical and psych-

ological aspects of torture.

CORRECTION: The July Newsletteritem on the
signing of the anti-torture appeal by pro-

minent world figures referred erroneously

to the Austrian Head of State as President

Kreisky instead of Chancellor Kreisky.

SECTION AND GROUP NOTES
An increasing number of groups request a pri-

soner from a particular country when applying

for a replacement. Such cases are not always a-

vailable immediately since groups tend to name

the same half dozen or so countries. Groups are

asked, therefore, to indicate whether they are

prepared to wait or whether they would rather

have a prisoner from another country. . .The

Luxembourg Section has published a beautifully-

produced booklet for the Campaign for the Abo-
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lition of Torture containing drawings, poems

and other writings in their original languages

by French, Italian, English, Belgian and Lux-

embourg authors. Copies priced at 200 Luxem-

bourg francs each may be obtained by writing

to the Section at Case Postale 1914 Luxembourg

POSTCARDS FOR PRISONERS
FROM PAST CAMPAIGNS

ANDREI AMALRIK ON HUNGER STRIKE
IN PROTEST AGAINST NEW SENTENCE
Andrei AMALRIK, the well-known Soviet dissi-

dent who was on the Postcards for Prisoners

Campaignin August 1972 and whose 3-year sen-
tence ended in May, was sentenced early in Ju-

ly to a further three years' imprisonment for

"defaming" the USSR. Mr Amalrik, who reported-

ly is ill, began a hunger strike in protest.

His wife, who travelled all the way from Mos-

cow to Siberia, was not allowed to see him.

Former Sierra Leone Finance Minister Dr Mo-

hamed FORNA (April 1972) and ex-Minister of

Information and Broadcasting Ibrahim BASH-TAQI

(October 1972) were among eight detainees re-

leased at the beginning of July. This means

all political detainees in Sierra Leone are

now free.

THIS MONTH'S CAMPAIGN
Maulidi MSHANGAMA, Tanzania
Maulidi MSHANGAMA (see page 3) was Minister

of Education in the Arab-dominated Zanzibar

Nationalist Party which ruled the island at

the time of independence in December 1963. Af-

ter a violent revolution overthrew the regime

in January 1964, he was arrested and impriso-

ned on mainland Tanzania with nine other for-

mer ministers who had managed to escape.

In April 1964 a formal Union was announced

between Zanzibar and Tanganyka, but the new

Zanzibar regime became more dictatorial: there

were rumours of mass arrests and torture. In

November 1969 several of Mr Mshangama's former

cabinet colleagues were returned to the island,

tried summarily and, it is feared, executed.

Mr Mshangama and two other ex-ministers are

still detained on the mainland under an act

which allows indefinite detention at President

Nyerere's discretion if persons are believed to

be threats to state security. During 1972 Mr

Mshangama was moved to Butimba Prison, Mwanza.

Since then there has been a lack of news about

him that has alarmed his family and friends.

Please send courteously-worded cards appeal-

ing for his release to: His Excellency, Presi-

dent Julius Nyerere, President's Office, State

House, P.O. Box 9120, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania;

andto:  Mr O.A. Muhaji, Minister for Home Aff-

airs, P.O. Box 9223, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Roald MUKHAMEDYAROV, USSR
Roald Gashimovich MUKHAMEDYAROV is a worker

from Moscow who was arrested September 5 1972

as part of the intensive KGB drive to suppress

samizdat:underground publications such as the
Chronicle of Current Events.Many people have
been arrested in recent months and the Chroni-
cle ceased appearing in October because of KGB 


threats of further arrests. Mr Mukhamedyarov

has been actively involved in the dissident mo-

vement. He has written several open letters

which have circulated in samizdat.One of these
was to Mikis Theodorakis calling upon the Greek

composer to protest publicly against violations

of democracy in the USSR. He spent 12 years in

a camp and wrote a novel about it

Mr Mukhamedyarov was charged with "anti-Sovi-

et agitation and propaganda", but after an exa-

mination by a psychiatric commission at Moscow's

Serbsky Institute he was ruled "non-responsible"

for his actions. Therefore he was unable to at-

tend his trial on July 2 when he was sentenced

in absentiato indefinite detention in an ordi-
nary psychiatric hospital.
The practice of interning political dissent-

ers in mental hospitals is causing growing con-

cern outside the Soviet Union. Prisoners are

forced to share crowded wards with seriously-

ill patients and are administered unpleasant,

potentially dangerous drugs. This practice is

used increasingly as a means of silencing par-

ticularly vocal dissenters whose trials might

produce a public reaction.

Please send courteously-worded cards appeal-
ing for his release to: Soviet Communist Party

General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev and Minister

of Health Boris Petrovsky. Their names and ad-

resses in Russian are: SSSR, g. Moskva, Kreml,

Generalnomu Sekretaryu TsK KPSS, L.I. Brezhnevu;

and: SSSR, g. Moskva, Rakhmanovsky Pereulok 3,

Ministerstvo Zdravookhraneniya SSSR, B.V. Pe-

trovskomu.

Jorge de FIGUEIREDO,Brazil
Jorge Galvao Fidelino de FIGUEIREDO, 28, is a

graduate in economics from the Catholic Univer-

sity in Sao Paulo and was economics editor of

the Brazilian journal Visso. Arrested in Feb-

ruary 1972, he was held for 103 days in a cell

four metres square and having only a mattress

on the cement floor for a bed. The cell had no

windows, but the iron grille which served as a

door opened onto an outside area and thus he

was unprotected against the elements.

He is alleged to have been subjected to seri-

ous torture with electrical shocks, cigarette

burns and blows, particularly to the head, that

caused deafness in his left ear. Despite the

fact that he was arrested at the beginning of

February 1972, his lawyer only was able to see

him for the first time on March 25.

The charges against Jorge de Figueiredo are

that he owned and maintained a printing house

(which was officially registered) where copies

of the revolutionary newspaper Venceremoswere
printed. For this he was sentenced by the Sec-

ond Military Court of Sao Paulo to four years'

imprisonment. AI has received reliable assur-

ances that Jorge de Figueiredo has never been

connected with or charged with any kind of vio-

lent activity.
Please send courteously-worded cardsappeal-

ing for his release to: Exmo. Sr. Presidente

del Republica, General Garrastazu Medici, Pala-

cio do Presidente, Brasilia (DF), Brazil; and

to: Exmo. Sr. Alfredo Buzaid, Ministro da Jus-

tica, Espl. dos Ministerios bloco 10, Brasilia

(DF), Brazil.
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