INTERNL

Al Index: MPE 29/21/90
Pistrib: Pa/sc

To: Medical profegssionals
From: Medical Office / Research Pepartment - Middlg Cast
Pate: 7 Novgmber 1990

MEPICTHL LETTER WRITING 1ICTION

Continaing hungger-strike
MOROCCO

REYWORDS

Theme: foreible feeding/hunger-strike/incommunicado detention
SUMMARY

Two Morocean political prisoners, Hassan AHARRAT and Nourgdding JOUHWRI, remain in
incommunicado detention in the basgment of {dverrogs Hospital, Casablanca, morg than five years after
commeneing a hunger-strike. Throughout this time they have been foreibly fed and are reported to
have recgived injections of sedatives without consegnt.  Conditions are said to beg unhygignic with
clothing, bedding and gastric tubing all being changed infrequently. 9 third prisoner from this group
who finallgy gaveg up his hunggr-strike in February 1990 has bgen returned to Renitra prison where he is
said to bg making a slow rgcovery. Three prisongrs who gnded an gight month hunger-strike in Rabat
in February 1990 arg also said to be still showing the after-effects of their long period without food. I
is urging that thosg still on hunger-strike be permitted visits by familg and lggal counsgl and that they
reegive anyg medical carg they requirg from qualified medical personnel.

RECOMMENDPED ACTIONS

lsgtters from medical professionals, preferably written drabie, French, €nglish or gour own language,
should bg sgnt to at Igast ong of the addrgsses below:

B gxpressing degp conegrn at continuing reports that flassan {Jharrat and Nouredding Jouhari arg
being held in basgment rooms in {Iverrogs tlospital bound to their beds with no natural
light and in poor conditions (including infrequently changed bed lingn, clothing and
gastric tubing; minimal medical carg being given by guards rather than medical personnel;
and thg injection of sgdatives without the consgnt of the prisonegrs);

B urging that the prisongrs beg admitted to a normal ward of the hospital and that they be permitted to
discuss their health with medical personngl ablg to act with clinical indgpendgnee and that
they be allowed visits by their familigs and lawyers;

B calling on the Morocean authoritigs to find a humang solution to the prisongrs' strike in order to
prevent further risk of permangnt damagg to their health;

W urging the Moroccan Government to gstablish an indgpendent inquiry into the complaints of inhuman
treatment in Morocean prisons which had led to this hunger-strike.
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If you havg writtgn garligr on thegsg casgs you should mention this in goar Igtters.

ADDRESSECS
Minister of the Inferior

M. Priss Basri
Ministre de l'Interigur
Quartigr ddministratif
RABAT

Moroeco
King of Moroceo

Sa Majeste

ls¢ Roi Hlassan Il
Palais Royal
RABAT

Moroeeo
Copigs fo:

Organisation Marocaing dgs Proits de ['Homme
24, avenug de Prance

Quartier gdal

RABAT

Moroeeo

Comit¢ dg Coordination dg I'dssociation ¢t
la Ligueg Marocaing dgs Proits de I'Homme

10, placg des dlaouites

RABAT

Moroeeo

Minister of Public ficalth

M. Tageb Benchgich

Ministre de la Sant¢ Publique
335 {venug Mohammed V
RABAT

Moroeco
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Continuing hunger-strike
MOROCCO

Two Morocean students rgmain on hunger-strike in the basgment of a Casablanca hospital morg than
five years after first refusing food. For most of this period they have been foreibly fed by gastrie tube.
The two men, Hassan dharrat and Nourgdding Jouhari, began their hunger-strike in Jung 1983, in protest,
in part, against lack of medical carg following torturg. ecording to {Imnesty Intgrnational's
information, they arg being kept incommanicado in sgparate basgment rooms in {verrogs Hospital in
Casablanca in deggrading conditions. The most reeegnt reports available to dmnesty International
sugggest that both men arg bound to their beds and lgft unwashed; clothing and bedding is said to be
infrequently changed and the gastric tubg used to feed the prisongrs to be lgft in placg for prolonged
periods beforg changing. Their rooms arg guarded and aceess to medical carg is limited to whatever
aid is provided by guards who, at Igast at until regcent timgs, wereg reported to reegive advieg from
doctors on any medical carg ngegssary.

It is now six years sincg the familigs of Hlassan {Iharrat and Nourgdding Jouhari havg begn
permitted to sgg the prisongrs who have begn denigd any social contact or acegss to lawyers
throughout the period of the hunger-strike. {Imnesty Intgrnational considgrs that the isolation imposed
on the two prisongrs, gracegrbated by the context of the hunger-strike and foreibleg fegding, constitutes a
form of erugl, inhuman and dggrading treatment or punishment. The organization is urging that the
prisongrs beg granted acegss to family, lawgers and to doctors with clinical indgpendgneg is calling on
the Moroccan authoritigs to find a humang solution to the prisongrs' hunger-strike in order to prevent
further risk of permanent damagg to their health. It is also urging the Moroccan Government to
gstablish an indgpendent inquiryg into theg complaints of inhuman treatment in Morocean prisons which
have lgd to thg hunger-strike.

Moulay Tahar Pouraidi, a prisongr who had begen held with the other two, gnded his
hungger-strike in Jugust 1989 after morg than four years without voluntarily taking food. Howgver, in
Deegmber 1989 he went on strikg again, stating that promisgs made by the authoritigs had not been Kept.

He gnded his strike and was transferred to Renitra Central Prison in Pebraarg 1990. tg is rgported to
beg making a slow rgcovery.

Other hunggr-strikers - Hassan Hlami Boati, {bdelfattah Boukourou, and Benabdegssalgm
Wbdelilah ~ who started to refusg food in Rabat in Jung 1989 and finished their hunger-strike in February
1990 werg rgported to be in gxtremely poor econdition by the time they agreed to gnd their protest, with
segrious communication and peregptual problgms. They arg now beligved to be in Renitra prison and
continug to show signs of compromised health. Currgntly, Hassan {lami Bouti is said to beg unablg to
walk along or to talk. flis digestive system is said to be affected, and he has dgntal and gygsight
problgms. {Ibdelfattah Boukourou, who was alrgady in hospital suffering from diabgtes when he began
the strike, is rgported to suffer from disturbed slggp and impaired megmory, and to walk with difficulty.



Wbdelhag Chbada, a fourth prisongr who also bggan a hunger-strike in Jung 1989, died on 19
Hugust 1989 on the 64th dagy of his strike.



