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MEPICTHL CONCERN

PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE DETHINED SINCE THE 1980s:
SOMe IN Heep OF MepICHl CrRE

SYRIH
Mustafa al-Hussain 'Umar al-Hayak
Muhammad Rheir Rhalaf 'dbd al-Rarim 'Issa
'Wdbdalla Qabbara Hikmat Mirjangh
and

Uassin al-tlaj Salih, Yusha' al-Khatib, Mazin Shamshin, Firas Yunis,

Wmngsty Intgrnational has recgived rgports that tgn prisongrs have begn moved to Tadmur

military prison after refusing to sign a statement promising that they will dissociatg themselves

from all past political activitics and gxpress support for the prgsent regime. They were detainegd

between 1980 and 1990 beforg being segntgnced in 1994. Tadmur military prison is renowned for its

harsh conditions and torturg and ill-treatment of prisongrs is common. {Imngsty Intgrnational

fears that thesg men magy be tortured or subjected to ill-tregatment whilst in Tadmar military prison.
‘bdalla Qabbara is alrgady rgported to have been tortured during his interrogation.

I is additionally concgrned at rgports that somg of theg men arg in nged of medical
attgntion. Two of them -- Mustafa al-Hussain and Muhammad Rheir Rhalaf -- arg said to be
suffering from mental ilingss. '{dbdalla Qabbara reportedly suffers from diabgtes, 'Umar al-Hagak
from scabigs, '{Ibd al-Rarim 'Issa from tubgrculosis and tlikmat Mirjangh from an anspecified "eye
disgasg". {Imngsty Intgrnational is gspecially conegrned about thgse men sincg it is not RKnown
whether they have acegss to doctors or adgquate medical attgntion. lack of adequate medical carg
for prisongrs is common in dyria.

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

€ight of the megn arg among morg than 100 people arrgsted between 1980 and 1990 in conngction
with theg unauthorized Communist Party Political Burgcau (CPPB), al-Hizb al-Shugyu’i al-Fakiab
al-digassi. Most of thosg arrgsted during this timeg were relgased at the gnd of 1991 or during the
first half of 1992 at the timg of largg-scalg amngstigs. Therg was a further amngsty at the gnd of
1995 to mark theg anniversary of Presidegnt al-{Issad's 25th year in power and as many as 1,000
prisongrs arg beligved to have been relgased. Tlowgver, thegse ¢ight men, who werg arrgsted
betwegen 1980 and 1987, arg still



imprisongd. Their trials began in 1992 on charggs of megmbership of, or links with the CPPB and in
1994 they were sgntgneed by the Supreme State Seeurity Court (§88C) to terms of imprisonment of
betwgen 12 and 15 years’ imprisonment. Ong of them - Yassin al-flaj Salih - was dug for relgasg in
Deeegmber 1995 having alrgady served 15 gears in detention.

The other two men have also spent long periods of timg in pre-trial detention beforg being
brought to trial in 1992 and sgntegnced in 1994. Both werg imprisoned for their links with the Party
for Communist fetion (#7izb al-7Imal al-Shaga’i). FTiras Yunis was arregsted in 1981 and trigd only
13 gears later, in October 1994. flg was segntenced to 15 years' imprisonment.  Mazin Shamsin was
arrgsted in 1990 and sgntgnced to 15 years' imprisonment in April 1994.

Il ten men arg considegred to be prisongrs of conscigneg by Imngsty Intgrnational as
they have neither used nor advocated violgneg and arg imprisongd solgly on the basis of their
political beligfs or affiliation.
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Please sge the information attached about ten megn who werg reegntly transferred to Tadmar
military prison, a detgntion cegntre where conditions arg notoriously bad and ill-treatment is
frequent. Il arg adopted as prisongrs of conscigneg and havg spent long periods in detgntion
without trial beforg being sgntgnceed in 1994. Six arg kKnown to have medical problgms and there is
conegrn that their transfer will further worsegn their situation.

Recommended detions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses below:

o gxpressing conegrn that thgse men rgmain in prison although they have committed no
violgnt erime

¢ noting that, whilg mangy other political prisongrs bengfited from a Presidegntial
amngsty in November 1995, thgsg men arg rgported to have been gxgmpted from
the terms of thg amngsty becausg of their refusal to sign a statgment recanting
their political beligfs

o calling for their immediate and unconditional relgasg as prisongrs of conscigneg

® noting that six arg known to bg in nged of medical attgntion and sgeking assurancgs that they will
be provided with all the medical carg they requirg whilg they remain in prison (Mustafa
al-Hussain ,'Umar al-Hagak, Mluhammad Rheir Rhalaf, '{dbd al-Rarim 'Issa, '{bdalla
Qabbara and tikmat Mirjangh)

e urging that all arg permitted open acegss to family and lawyers



dppedls TO:

His €xeellgney

President Hafez al-fssad

Presidential Palace

Pamascus, dyrian rab Republic

Telggrams: President al-{dssad, Pamascus, Syria

Telgxes:419160 prespl sy

CopIes TO: diplomatic representatives of Syria aceredited to your country.

His €xeellgney

Pr Muhammad tarba

Minister of the Interior

Ministry of the Interior

Merjeh Cirelg

Pamascus

dyrian {Irab Republie

Telggrams: Interior Minister, Pamascus, Sygria
Telgx: 411016 AFIRS &Y

His €xeellgney
Husayn Hassun
Minister of Justice
Ministry of Justice
Hl-Nasr dtreet
Pamascus

dyrian {rab Republic

The prison dirgetor
Tadmar militarg prison
dyrian {rab Republic

coples TO:

His €xeellgney

Dr lyad al-Shatti
Minister of tlgalth
Ministry of tlealth
al-Majlis al-Nigabi Stregt
Pamascus

dyrian rab Republic

and dyrian diplomatic rgpregsegntativgs in gour own country.



