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BOSNI A AND HERZEGOVI NA:  AVNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL DELEGATI ON FI NDS
COUNTRY NOT SAFE FOR REFUGEES TO RETURN AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
DAYTON AGREEMENT HUMAN RI GHTS PROVI S| ONS FALTERI NG

SARAJEVO -- An Ammesty International delegation in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na today cal l ed on governnents at tonorrow s mneeting
to review the Dayton peace agreenent not to forcibly return
refugees to the country as it is not safe to do so.

The del egation also said that the Dayton peace agreenent coul d
not bring a lasting peace as |long as the | nplenentation Force
(IPFOR) is unwilling to fulfill its legal duty to search for
arrest and bring to justice those responsible for grave
breaches of the Geneva Conventi ons.

“People are rightly afraid to return because human rights
viol ations continue and war crimnals are not being pursued,”
said the Ammesty International del egation.

“So far, many of the prom ses nade in the Dayton peace
agreenent have not been turned into action -- and the
credibility of the agreenment hinges on the governnents neeting
tonmorrow turn their words in reality”.

Ammesty International is calling upon all states at the Md-

Ter m Revi ew Conference in Florence opening tonorrow to ensure
that refugee hosting states do not return refugees until the

gquestion of protection and property rights of both displaced
persons and refugees are properly addressed.

The human rights organization is also renewing its call to

| FOR and states contributing personnel to IFOR to search for,
arrest and bring to justice those responsible for genocide,
crinmes agai nst humanity and war crines.

The del egation’s findings foll owed the | aunch of a 105-page
report by Ammesty International this week, Bosni a-Herzegovina:
The international community’s responsibility to ensure human
ri ghts which nakes extensive reconmendati ons for strengthening
i nternational human rights inplenmentation



The report docunents the failure to turn the principles
underlying the Dayton agreenent into nmeani ngful protection of
t he people of Bosnia and Herzegovina fromfurther human rights
viol ati ons.



“The international effort to nmonitor human rights has been
pl agued by insufficient funding, inadequate public reporting
of violations, lack of qualified and properly trained
personnel and sl ow depl oynent,” the Amesty Internationa

del egati on sai d.

Many of the international civilian police nonitors (ClVPCLs)
operate without interpreters. The conplex web of

i nternational bodies with overl appi ng mandates i ncreases the
difficulties of coordination and human rights nonitors have
been diverted to work on election related i ssues. Indeed, the
i nternational effort has focused nbre on conducting the

el ection than on ensuring that people are safe.

Al t hough many i ndividuals cross internal boundaries w thout

i ncident, recent organized visits by di splaced persons have
resulted in violent confrontations while sonme | oca
authorities have refused to ensure their safety. Amesty
International has |earned of forcible evictions of Muslins in
the Tesli ¢ area, and harassnent of nenbers of ethnic
mnorities, including beatings, detention w thout charge or
trial and deliberate and arbitrary killings.

The Ammesty International delegation stated that it is not
safe for refugees and di splaced persons to return hone in nost
parts of the country. One elderly man from Srebrenica

I nterviewed by the delegation said “I always think of going
back. |1 think of nothing else, but how can |I?” N ne nenbers of
his famly are “mssing” or were killed. H s comment was
echoed by many di spl aced persons who fear persecution if they
return, particularly as long as the perpetrators of human

ri ghts abuses remain at |arge.

Ammesty International is particularly concerned that the

i mm nent certification that conditions for elections exist may
be used to gl oss over continuing human rights abuses and nay
be taken by certain countries which host refugees from Bosnia
and Herzegovina as a signal to end the protection they enjoy
and forcibly return themunder the presunption that it is safe
to do so.

“We fear that the run up to elections will lead to increased
tension and further human rights abuses -- placing returning
refugees at greater risk,” the Amesty Internationa

del egati on sai d.

Human rights viol ati ons conti nue agai nst Serbs who renai ned
in, or who are attenpting to return to, their homes in areas



of Sarajevo which were transferred under the Dayton agreenent
to the Federation. Bosnian Croat authorities have been

comm tting human rights viol ati ons agai nst Bosnian Muslins in
the areas of the Federation which they continue to control,
particularly in the western part of Mbstar

Ammesty International urges all states to inplenent the
recommendations in this week’s report to ensure that hunman
rights are effectively protected and pronoted in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, since there can be no | asting peace w thout human
rights and justi ce.
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