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Gulhar Pashayeva: 61-year-old woman allegedly beaten by police

The 61-year-old pensioner and mother of two, Gulhar Pashayeva, took part
in post-election demonstrations in the city of Sheki in the north of
Azerbaijan at which mainly social and economical concerns were raised.
Gulhar Pashayeva was allegedly beaten by police officers after being taken
to a police station in the city on 20 November 2000. The police reportedly
demanded that she admit to taking part in the meeting, and name others
who had done so. She refused and described how three officers had
severely beaten her and threatened to rape her with

a truncheon. When she went to the hospital for medical aid, employees at
the Central Hospital in Sheki were said to have been too afraid of the police
to render medical assistance to her. Later, the procuracy reportedly declined
a request for a medical examination by the state forensic service.
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Send copies of your letters to the Ambassador of Azerbaijan to your country (if there is one)




