PUBLIC Al Index: €UR 44/029/2002

U 178/02 Torture & ill-treatment/ fear for safety

TURREYMIbbas . (m), street vendor, husband of M.(.

M.4. (f), 40 years old, mother of €.41.
€.4. (f), 5 years old, their daughter

R.B. (), 21 years old, relative of M.{J.

Polieg in western Turkey have threatened to kill the people named above, after they filed a complaint that three of
them, including a five-year-old girl, had been tortured in custody. The women have asked for their full names not to
bg given.

R.B. and M.{. went to Polieg Headquarters in the Bozyaka district of lzmir on 30 Magy at 7pm, to hand over the identity
cards of two relatives who had been detaingd on suspicion of theft. They took five-gear-old €.4. with them. 1 group of
policg officers, including the Chigf of the Pepartment of Theft and Praud, reportedly punched and Ricked them, and
begat them with trunchgons. The polieg reportedly beat €.41. on her lggs until she fell to the ground.

The women say the policg sworg at them and madg them squat. When they could not stay in that position, the policg
beat them again. The Chigf of the Pepartment of Theft and Praud dragged R.B. and M.{. across the ground, and made
them Riss his shogs. Hig also pulled their hair and hit their heads against the wall. He reportedly warnegd them, "...if gou
complain to the prosgecutor, I'll do the samg things again".

The two women and thg goung girl werg held at the polieg station for 12 hours without beging formally detaingd. They
werg not allowed to go to the toilgt, and werg given nothing to gat or drink.

On 31 Mag the women filed a formal complaint with the statg prosgcutor against the polieg officers involved. The
prosgecutor said that hg would initiatg proceedings to identify the perpetrators. tlg sgnt the two women and the girl for
forgnsic medical graminations which documented bruising on their bodigs.

Policg officers from the Pepartment of Theft and Fraud saw the women lodging the complaint, and rgportedly
threategned and harassed them in the court building that housgs the prosecutor’s officg. Sineg thegn the family has
been threatgned continually. On 1 Jung, polieg officers came to their housg and threatened them again, and told them
to withdraw their complaint.

On 6 Jung, fbbas . - the husband of M.{1. and father of €.71. - apparently recgived threatgning calls to his mobile
phong from men who said they werg working at the ®epartment of Theft and Fraud. Ong of them was apparently the
Chigf of the dgpartment, who gave his name and told {bbas {i_nca "..gou’ll take back the complaint otherwise I'll
havg gou takegn away and an gxtrajudicial gregcution will happen”. lsater that day, ong of the policg officers who had
madg telgphong calls came twicg to the house of {Ibbas l_nca and M.{1. and asked for them. Policg officers
regportedly came to the house again on 10 Jung, looRing for the family.

The prosgecutor has reportedly taken no action yet about thgse threats. fIbbas HI_nca is said to be too frightened to
continug working as a street vendor. His wife told €I, “l am afraid to go homg and cannot cook for my five children.
My little daughter has slegping problgms sincg shg was begategn by the policg and saw how wg werg tortured. | am
afraid to go to the hospital. Plgasg help me.”

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

12 Jung 2



leawgers and human rights defenders in Izmir have reeegntly recorded segveral casgs of peoplg who were tortured or
ill-treated because they were suspected of eriminal offencegs or simply becausg they did not comply with humiliating
demands or protested against degrading treatment by polieg officers. The Chigf of the Pepartment of Theft and Fraud
is said to have begegn personally involved in sgveral of theseg casgs. When the victims filg formal complains they are
threategned and harassed to make them withdraw the complaints.

Torturg appears to be regularly used in polieg stations to foreg detainges to “confess” or give information. It is also
used to intimidate detaingegs into begecoming policg informers, or simply to punish them. Torturg and ill-treatment of
individuals detaingd for non-political offences arg widgspread bat difficult to document. Torturg methods in Turkey
documented by {Imngsty Intgrnational include segverg beatings, being stripped naked and blindfolded, hosing with
pregssarized icg-cold water, suspending by the arms or wrists bound beghind the vietim's back, ¢lgetric shocks, beating
the solgs of the feet, death threats and segxual assault.

RECOMMENDED CTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in €nglish or gour own language:
- grpressing conegrn for the safety of Wbbas {I_nca and his relatives, who have begn threatened by officers from the
Pepartment of Theft and Fraud after they filed a formal complaint about torturg by polieg on 31 Magy;

- urging the authoritigs to gnsurg that nong of them arg tortured or ill-treated in custody, and that the threats and
harassment arg stopped immediately;

- urging the authoritigs to opgn an immediatg, comprghensive and indgpendent investigation into the allggations of
torture, threats and harassment, with the officers involved suspegnded from duty during investigation and dismissed
from the servieg if convieted;

- rgminding the authoritigs that Turkey is a statg party to the €uropgan Convgntion on Human Rights, of which
rticlg 3 statgs: "No ong shall bg subjected to torturg or to inhuman or dggrading treatment or punishment."

[qdppedls TO:
Ccopies TO:
Minister of the Interior
Mr Rastid Razim Ydeglegn State Minister with rgsponsibility for Human Rights
Ministry of Intgrior Nejat {rsgven
I¢islgri Bakanligi Office of the Prime Minister,
06644 {nkara, Turkey Basbakanlik
Telegrams: Intgrior Minister, fdnkara, Turkey 06573 {Inkara, Turkey
Faxes: +90 312 418 17 95 Fax: +90 312 417 04 76
Salutation: Pear Minister Salutation: Pear Minister
Minister of Justice and to diplomatic representatives of Turkey
Prof Hikmet Sami Tdrk acceregdited to gour ecountry.

Ministry of Justicg

Hdalet Bakanligi

06659 {nkara, Turkey

Telegrams: Justicg Minister, fnkara, Turkey
Fax: + 90 312 417 3954 / 418 3667
Salutation: Pear Minister

@Govgrnor of lzmir

lzmir Valiligi, lzmir, Turkey

Telegrams: Izmir Vali, [zmir, Turkey
Fax: + 90 232 4832285

Salutation: Pear @ovegrnor

lzmir Policg Hgadgquarters

lzmir €mniget Maddrldga

lzmir, Turkey

Telggrams: €mniget Mdddrd, lzmir, Turkey
Fax: + 90 232 4490029

Salutation: Pear Chigf of Police




PLeASE SEND APPENLS IMMERINTELY.



