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URGENT ACTION

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER RELEASED IN TURKEY

Prisoner of conscience Halil Savda has been conditionally released from prison in
eastern Turkey. He was released under new amendments to the law on the execution of
sentences that make it possible for prisoners with less than a year of their sentence
remaining to be conditionally released under supervision.

Halil Savda, who has regularly spoken out publicly against compulsory military service, had been in prison since
24 February 2012, serving a 100 day sentence for "alienating the public from military service". He was held
hundreds of kilometres from his home, in the Dogubeyazit district of the province of Agri in eastern Turkey. He was
released from prison on 13 April, under the following conditions:
e That he must remain in his home province of Diyarbakir, southern Turkey, for the reminder of his sentence
which is due to end on 3 June 2012, although he can make a request to visit his family in Cizre in two
weeks' time;

e That he must report to the local police station every day;

e That he must not commit the same offence during the remainder of his sentence and that, if he does, he
will be returned to prison and will not benefit from conditional supervised release again for this offence.

Halil Savda has told Amnesty International that he received around 500 cards and letters while in prison, including
from Amnesty International activists as well as supporters in Turkey. He said that these boosted his morale
tremendously. He would like to thank all those who wrote to him.

Many thanks to all who sent appeals. Amnesty International will continue to campaign on behalf of Halil
Savda through other means. No more appeals are required from the UA network.

This is the second update of UA 64/12. Further information: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR44/005/2012/en

Name: Halil Savda
Gender m/f: M
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