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Recommended actions

These Appeal Cases and Recommendations to governments are for sections and groups participating in the action Raeist torture and
Ii-treatment by police in Western Eurepe.



AUSTRIA

In Mareh 1989 two {ustrian citizens of €gyptian origin were segverely
beaten by policg officgrs in Vignna. Whilg in custody, ong
of the two men was pushed through a pang of glass in a
corridor, after which he lost consciousngss.

On the gvgning of 22 March 1989, Mustafa {li and a frignd wereg crossing a road at traffic lights.
Mustafa dli and his friend said the pedgstrian signal was greegn when they began to cross. s
they crossed, two polieg officegrs ordered thegm to return to the side of the street and said they
had beggun to cross when the pedgstrian signal had bgen red. decording to their lawyer, the two
men werg theg only non-€uropgans among sgvgral pedgstrians crossing the street and that was
an important rgason why they were the only ongs to be stopped by the police officers. The two
men werg asked for their identity papers, subjected to racial insults and fingd on thg spot.
Mustafa {li refused to pay the fing. Hg was placed undgr arrgst.

Mustafa {1li and his frignd assert that the policg officers then attgmpted to pull Mustafa
dli in the dirgetion of a building site wherg there was a four-metre deegp pit. The two men resisted
this, as a rgsult of which the policg officgrs radiogd for reginforegments. Mustafa {1li was placed
in handecuffs. The two men dgseribe how the additional policg officers began to beat them with
trunchgons, and continugd to do so gvegn when Mustafa li, handcuffed, fell to the ground.
Mustafa {lli's frignd says that hg was punched and bgatgn whilg threeg policg officers werg
holding him.

Mustafa {li was placed in a policg car wherg he allgges hg was beatgn over the head with
a trunchgon and theg handlg of a pistol. Tig was taken to l.gopoldstadt policg station wherg his
handcuffs werg removed but the beating continued until hg was pushed through a pang of glass
in a corridor and lost consciousngss. The poliecg version of gvents was that Mustafa {li had
thrown himself through the glass. Mustafa {1i was taken to hospital blgeding profusely from his
injurigs. The gramining doctor diagnosed concussion, facial wounds, bruising and tenderngss
below theg gyes and on theg chggkbong. tg was relgased from hospital on 24 March. tig had to
rgport to thg hospital a further ning timegs to recgive treatment conngeted with his injurigs.

Mustafa {li madg a formal complaint, but eriminal procgedings against thg officers
rgsponsible were dropped by the Vignna Public Procurator in March 1990 citing lack of
evidgnee. Tlowgver, a sgparate inquirg by the {ustrian Constitutional Court found that his
injurigs werg causgd when an unidgntified polieg officer pushed him into a pang of glass. In
February 1991 the court coneluded:

"Withoat doubt it would require considerable force fo break the thick and relatively small
picce of glass. It would hardly be possible fo gather the necessary impetas for
this in the two-metre corridor.”
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The court gstablished that a number of police officers werg present at the timeg Mustafa
Ali was pushed into the dlass.

In the light of the Constitutional Court's raling, the Vignna Public Procurator
rg-gramingd theg original complaint against thg policg officers concegrned. tg concluded,
howgver, that therg werg insufficignt grounds to reopgn the casg, mainly becausg no ong officer
could be identified as the offender. It can only beg supposed that the identity of the offending
polieg officgr could not be gstablished begcausg theg original invegstigation was not conducted with
sufficignt vigour. s a regsult, policg officers rgsponsiblg for Mustafa {li's ill-trgatment have
gscaped sanction. (In March 1992 Mustafa {li was awarded substantial compgnsation for the
injurigs he suffered.)

M HGadHH s po

If what gou havg read about the case of Mustafa {1li concgrns you, turn that concgrn into action.
Writg courtgous letters in German -~ if it is gregllent Ggrman, othgrwisg in €nglish or French -- to
the Hustrian authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour lelters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Mustafa Ali in Austria could be an illustration of how racism and ill-treatment by
government agents in western European countries could encourage the
spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that governments
ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially motivated abuses.
Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with the problem in
society at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.
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*Express concern at the ill-treatment of Mustafa Ali while he was in police custody in
Vienna in March 1989.

eSay also that it appears that in the case of Mustafa Ali the investigation by the Vienna
police authorities was inadequate. Stress that the Constitutional Court had
established that a number of police officers were present at the time Mustafa
Ali was pushed into the glass. However, the identity of the offending police
officer had not been established by the Vienna police authorities, and no one
has been brought to justice for the injuries sustained by Mustafa Ali.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Austrian authorities and say that you believe

that Mustafa Ali's ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

AIddress gour Iletters fo:

Piregctor of the Human Rights Pivision, Ministry of Foreign Hffairs

Pr. Nikolaus Scherk

Volkerreehtsbiro

Bundgsministerium fdar Juswartige {ngelggenhgeiten
Ballhausplatz 2

H-1014 Wign

Hustria

Minister of Internal Affairs

Pr. Franz ldschnak
Bundgsministerium fdr Inngres
Postfach 100

H-1014 Wign

Hustria

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your letters to the dustrian €mbassy in your country.

Amnesty International — Racist torture and ill-treatment by police in western Europe
(AI Index: EUR 03/01/92, November 1992)



FRANCE

September 1989, Paris ~~ a young black man resident in France was
severgly beatgn by threge plainclothgs policgmen who
callgd him a "dirty nigger" and told him he was going "to
pay for all the others".

On 5 Sgptgmber 1989 loucign Pjossouvi, a

Lucien Djossouvi (c) Claudine Doury Benin national resident in Prance, was
knocked from his motorbikg whilg he was
riding through the 18th district of Paris. e
dgseribgs how a car cut in front of his path
and madg him erash. The car driver, dressed
in civilian clothgs, approached lucign
Djossouvi after the incident, subjected him
to verbal racial abuse and dgmanded to see
his identity papers. s hg had no proof that
the man was a policg officer, and thus
gntitled to ask for the papers, lucign
Djossouvi refused to producg thegm. When
the car driver thgn grasped him by the
shouldgr hg Rnocked his hand awag,
regmounted his bikg and rode off. The driver
got back in his car and followgd Lucign
Pjossouvi for about 10 minutgs beforg
foreing him to stop oneg morg.

This timg the driver was not along.
{nothgr car carrging two morg men dregssed in plain clothgs arrived on theg segng. Lucign
Pjossouvi was detaingd by the three men and handcuffed. When he protested and asked the
rgason for his arrgst hg was told that hg was a "dirtgy nigger" and that hg was going to "pagy for all
the others". Tlg claimed that thg threg men then begat him with tranchgons and threw his identity
papers and mongy into a ngarby rubbish bin. Passgrs-by, alarmed at what they saw, werg told
by the thregg megn not to worry as they werge just arrgsting a drug-dealer.

The threg men had not finished. They pushed lsucign Pjossouvi into the gntrance of a
near-by buailding where they choked him with his tig, torg his clothgs, subjected him to further
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racial insults and beat him segverely all over his body. When they finished he was blgeding from
his nosg and from a cut abovg his ¢ge. The threg men then took him back to ong of their cars and
rgmoved his handeuffs.

loucign Pjossouvi told the men, whom hg now beligved to be policeg officers, that he was
going to regport them. Their response was to handeuff him oneg morg, hit him again and threaten
him with dgportation within 10 days if he madg any complaint about them. With that, they lgft him
on the roadsidg and drovg off.

s lucign Pjossouvi sat on the pavegment wateching his assailants dgpart hg noted ong of
their registration numbers. The number was later shown to belong to an official policg car.

loater that gvgning lsucign Pjossouvi was admitted to the Bichat Hospital in Paris for
argent treatment. He was later given a medical certificate which regcorded that hg had recgived a
hegavy blow to thg hegad causing loss of consciousngss and widgspread facial bruising. His
injurigs lgd to him beging Rept in hospital for five days and hg was recommended not to return to
work for a further 10 days.

On 11 ogptgmber lsucign Pjossouvi lodged a formal complaint with the Public
Prosecutor's officeg attached to the Fourth section of the Paris lbaw Courts allgging that he had
been ill-treated by three plainclothgs polieg officers. The Prosegcutor's office ordered the
Inspection géncrale des services de la police, the Gengral Inspectorate of Policg Servicegs (an
intgrnal polieg body regsponsiblg for invgstigations of policg misconduct) to carry out an
investigation into thg complaint. This investigation was concluded in 1990 and in Jung 1991, in
rgsponsg to {Imngsty Integrnational's inquirigs, the Public Prosgcutor stated that the casg
against two policg officgrs accused of ill-treating Lucign Pjossouvi had beegn referred to a judge
attached to the Versaillgs lsaw Courts for further investigation.

In Novgmber 1991 lsucign Pjossouvi was callgd to a formal "confrontation” in the officgs
of the investigating judge in Versaillgs. Puring this confrontation he identified a polieg officer,
who had bgen callgd as a witngss to theg gvents of Sgptember 1989, as his third assailant. The
investigating judge, as required by law, asked the Court of Cassation to authorizeg the eriminal
investigation of the third offieer. Further proeeedings were halted pending the Court's decision.
7 ygar has now passed without ngws of ang further judicial activity in this casg.
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If what you haveg read about thg casg of loucign Pjossouvi conegrns you, turn that econegrn into
action. Writg courtgous Igtters, in French if possible, to the French authoritigs.

JPoinis fo raisg in gour letfers

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Lucien Djossouvi in France could be an illustration of how racism and
ill-treatment by government agents in western European countries could
encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that
governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially
motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with
the problem in sociely at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express concern about the racist ill-treatment that Lucien Djossouvi alleges he was
subjected to by French police officers in Paris on 5 September 1989.

*Express concern that over three years after the opening of the judicial investigation,
it has still not ended. Ask when it is likely to be completed.

*Seek assurances that Amnesty International will be informed of its findings and of
any further judicial or disciplinary proceedings arising from it.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the French authorities and say that you believe that
Lucien Djossouvi’s ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

fIddress gour letters to:
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Minister of Justice

Monsicur Michel Vauzelleg
@Qardge des Sceaux
Ministre de la Justice
Ministere de la Justice

13 Placeg Venddme

75042 Paris

Prance

Minister of the Interior

Monsigur Paul Quilgs
Ministre de 'Intérigar
13 Place Beauvau
75800 Paris

Prance

Pleasge send copigs of your Igtters to the Fregnch €mbassy in your country.
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GERMANY

In Jung 1992 policg raided a hostel for asylum-segekers in Grénitz. Puring
the raid, polieg officers reportedly punched, Ricked and
struck the asylum-sggkers with batons.

On 11 Jung 1992 from 3.30am to 6am, policg officegrs raided a hostel for asylum-segkers in Grénitz,
near Freiberg in the castern German state of Saxony. The purposg of the raid was to sgarch the
building for stolgn property bat, reportedly, nothing was found. The hostel housgs about 50
asylum-sggkers, mostly familigs and couplegs of various nationalitigs.

Policg officgrs, many of whom werg drgssed in special combat ggar and carrigd batons,
rgportedly foreed their way into theg hostel, waking the slegping occupants with shouts of
"Raus!". domg asylum-sgekers were slow to opgn their doors, as they at first feared an attack by
ngo-Nazis. The policg officers then started to break open some doors. The malg occupants were
ordgred out of their beds and into a room wherg they had to stand with their faces to the wall
and their lggs apart and with their arms raised or their wrists handecuffed.

Ong asylum-sgeker allgged that a policg officer pullegd him out of the top bunk of the bed
heg was ocecupying and that he injured his foot as he fell. Ong officgr punched him in the back and
anothgr slapped him on the head. g claims that hg was later hit several times in the facg and on
the hegad. {1 Syrian national allgged that hg was struck on thg back of thg hgad and lost
consciousngss. Ong witngss also said that hg saw him bging struck with a pistol batt.
Moldovan national claimed that hg was hit in the facg and struck on thg back with a baton. ¢
photograph takgn on the day after the raid shows a large abrasion to his right shouldgr.
Mnother asylum-segker allgged that hg was Ricked by officers several timgs and a Pakistani
national claims that hg was hit on the back of thg head.

Many asylum-sggkers werg ablg to corroborate the allggations of ill-trgatment madg by
their fellow asylum-sggkers. Two of them reported seeing a Turkish Rurd hit in the faceg by ong
policg officgr and struck on theg back by other officers with their batons as a regsult of which he
lost consciousngss. Y photograph takgn on the day after the raid shows abrasions to his Igft
shouldgr, his Igft chggk and across his lowgr back.

M eriminal complaint was lodged with the Chemnitz Public Procurator against unknown
policg officgrs. Ning asylum-seggkers madg individual statements allgging that they themsglves
werg ill-tregated or that they withgssed the ill-trgatment of other oceupants of the hostel.

1nout!u
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The allggations of ill-treatment wereg reportedly regjected, both by senior police officers
and by the Interior Minister of Saxony. The Interior Minister stated that batons were only used
against ong asylum-sggker who trigd to regsist the police.

In Segptember 1992 the Ministry of Justicg of daxony informed Imngsty Interntional that
the Chegmnitz Public Procurator had launched a judicial invegstigation into the allggations of
policg ill-trgatment.

WHATJOO-CHR-PO

If what you havg read about the casg of the asylum-sggkers in Granitz conegrns you, turn that
conegrn into action. Writg courtgous Igtters in German -- if it is gxegllent Ggrman, otherwise in
€nglish or French -- to the authoritigs in the Federal Republie of Germang.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of the
asylum-seekers in Gréanitz in the Federal Republic of Germany could be an
lustration of how the ill-treatment of asylum-seekers and other foreign
nationals by government agents in western European countries could
encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that
governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially
motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with
the problem in sociely at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express concern at the allegations of ill-treatment made by asylum-seekers in
Grénitz when police officers raided their hostel in Gréanitz in June 1992.

Amnesty International — Racist torture and ill-treatment by police in western Europe
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eSay in your letter that you are seeking information about the findings of the judicial
investigation into the allegations of ill-treatment that have been made. Ask
whether the Public Procurator has decided to bring charges against the police
officers involved. Also ask to be informed of the outcome of any proceedings
against the officers involved.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the authorities of the Federal Republic of Germany
and say that you believe that the asylum-seekers'’ ill-treatment would not have
occurred if all these recommendations had been adopted and fully
implemented.

AIddress gour Iletters fo:

Please note: Given the number of addresses, sections arg asked to divide them as gqually as
possiblg between lgtter-writers in your country.

Publie Procurator, Chegmnitz

Staatsanwaltschaft beim Bezirksgericht Chegmnitz
Hohg Strassge 23

0-9005 Chemnitz

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of Justiceg of Saxony

Herrn

Steffen Heitmann
Staatministerium der Justiz
HArehivstrasse 1

0-8060 Presden

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

Pederal Minister of the Interior

Rudolf d¢iters
Bundgsminister dgs Inngrn
Graurhgindorfer Str. 198
5300 Bonn 1

Federal Republic of Germany

State Interior Ministers:
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Minister of the Intgrior of Baden-Wdrttemberg
Prieder Birzele

Inngnminister

Porothgenstr. 6

7000 Stuttgart 1

Pederal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of Bavaria

Pr €dmund Stoiber
Staatsminister dgs Inngrn
Odgonsplatz 3

8000 Miinchgn 22

Pederal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of Berlin

Prof Pr Pigther Heeckelmann
Senator fdr Inngres
Pehrbellingr Platz 2

1000 Berlin 31

Pederal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of Brandgnburg

Hlwin Zigl

Minister des Inngrn
Henning-von-Trgskow-Str. 9-13
0-1561 Potsdam

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of Bremen

Prigdrich van Nispen
Senator fdr Inngres
Contrescarpe 22/24

2800 Bregmen 1

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of tflamburg

Werner Hackmann
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Sgnator, Prasident der Behdrde fir Innegres
Johanniswall 4

2000 Hamburg 1

Pederal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of tlgsse

Pr Herbert Ginther
Staatsminister dgs Inngrn
Prigdrich-€bert-dllge 12
6200 Wigsbaden

Pederal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of Mecklgnburg-West Pomerania

lsothar Rupfer

Inngnminister

Rarl-Marg-str. 1

0-2751 Schwerin

Pederal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of lsower daxony

Gerhard Glogowski
Inngnminister

loavesallege 6

3000 Hannover 1

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of North Rhing-Westphalia

Pr. Herbert Sechnoor
Inngnminister

Haroldstr. 5

4000 Pisseldorf 1

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of Rheinland-Palatinate

Walter Zuber

Staatsminister dgs Inngrn
Schillgrplatz 3-5

6500 Mainz

Federal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of Saarland
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Prigedel lsépple

Minister dgs Innegrn
Pranz-Josef-Roder-str. 21
6600 Saarbricken 1

Pederal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of daxony

Heinz €ggert

Staatsminister dgs Inngrn
HArehivstr. 1

0-8060 Presden

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of Saxony-fInhalt

Hartmut Perschau

Minister dgs Innegrn
Halbgrstadter Str. 2

0-3014 Magdeburg

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of Schlgswig-Holstein

Prof §r Hans-Peter Bull
Inngnminister
Disternbrooker Weg 92

2300 Riel 1

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of Thuringia

Pranz Schuster
Inngnminister

Schillgrstr. 27

0-5082 €rfurt

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

14

Pleaseg send copigs of your lgtters to the €mbassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in your

country.
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GREECE

In January 1991 a Tarkish refugee was detainegd by the {Inti-Narcotics
Policg and takegn to thg Policg Headquarters in {Ithens.
The day after his arrgst he was taken unconscious to
hospital where he digd gight days later.

On 21 January 1991, 26-ygar-old
Silggman Ryar was arrgsted by

Stileyman Akyar members of the Hthens
{Inti-Narcotics Policg on suspicion of
drug dgaling. The day after his arrest
Sllggman HRkyar was taken
unconscious to the Red Cross
Hospital which referred him to the
RAT Hospital in {thens.

The hospital certificate stated
that Sdlggman {Ikgar undgrwent
surgery for a ruptured small intgsting.
The hospital found fracturgs on three
ribs, sgvereg cranial and brain injury,
gxtgnsivg bruising on his body and
injurigs on his genitals.

Silggman {Rkyar was put on
rgspiratory support but digd on 29 January without regaining consciousngss. The hospital
certificate also stated that sgverg regspiratory, Kidngy and liver failure and maultiplg organ
deterioration rgsulted in his death.

M post-mortgm carrigd out on 1 February concluded that Sdlegman HRyar had died from
pngumonia contracted as a regsult of injurigs over his gntirg body caused by beating. 1 forgnsic
pathologist gramingd the post-mortem and concluded that Sdlggman {Ikgar had suffered
beatings with a rod or whip and hgavy blows to theg abdomen, and had most probably digd as a
regsult of renal failurg following multiplg soft tissug and musclg damagg. Wnother doctor stated
that Sdlggman Rkyar had bgen hung up by his hands and begatgn and a third doctor stated that
the marks around theg upper hands werg consistent with those which would be Igft by ropgs, not
handcuffs.

The Minister of Public Order reportedly ordered an investigation into Silggman WRyar's
death. decording to the press, he stated on 1 March that findings based on 38 statgments taken

Amnesty International — Racist torture and ill-treatment by police in western Europe
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undgr oath indicated that policg officgrs had acted in sglf-defence after Sdlegman {Ryar
attacked them with a sceregwdriver. In March 1991 the government informed the United Nations
dpeeial Rapporteur on torturg, who had sgnt an urgent appgal in conngetion with the casg, that:

'Sdalegman 7kyar had fried to attack a police officer...and had beern overpowered by
other officers who handecuffed him. fig then ran amok and knocked his head on
the ground. 71t midnight, while he was being kept in an office of the Narcotics
Branch, Sdlegyman Ikgar felt ill all of a sadden and informed his guards
accordingly. fle later lost consciousness.. The post-mortem gxamination
established that death occurred as a resalt of pneamonia...

The Government added that the judicial authoritigs had alrgady been involved and a preliminary
invgstigation was beging carrigd out.

Wmnesty International has repeatedly sought information from the Gregk authoritigs
about the casg of ddlggman {kyar and has called on thg govegrnment to initiate a thorough and
impartial invegstigation. In Jugust the Gregk authoritigs informed {Amngsty International that the
invgstigation into the circumstancgs surrounding &dlggman {Ikyar's dgath was still continuing.
No disciplinary action has bgegn takegn against the officers involved, pending the outcomg of
intgrnal and judicial invgstigations. {Is of Novgmber 1992 the invgstigation had not bgen
concluded.

MR pO

If what you havg rgad about the casg of ddlgyman {JRyar conegrns you, turn that conegrn into
action. Writg courteous Igtters in Gregk, €nglish, French or German, to the Greegk authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Siileyman Akyar in Greece could be an illustration of how racism and
ill-treatment by government agents in western European countries could
encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that
governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially
motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with
the problem in sociely at large.
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*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express your concern at the circumstances surrounding Stileyman Akyar's death
which occurred eight days after his arrest by members of the Anti-Narcotics
Police.

*Refer in your letter to the authorities’ reply to the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on torture in March 1991 stating that an investigation was being carried out.
Ask to be informed of the progress and outcome of internal and judicial
investigations into Stileyman Akyar's death.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Greek authorities and say that you believe that
Stileyman Akyar's ill-treatment and subsequent death would not have occurred
if all these recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

fIddress gouar letfers fo:

Mr loannis Varvitsiotis
Minister of Justicg
Ministry of Justicg

96 Messogion Hvegnug
115 27 Athens

@reece

Mr Theodoros nagnostopoulos
Minister of Public Order
Ministry of Public Order

1 Ratghaki &t

101 77 thens

@regee

Pleasg send copigs of gour letters to the Gregk €mbassy in your country.
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ITALY

In March 1992 a Somali asylum-segeker was arrgsted by poliee officers at
the aligns registration offiee in Rome. tlg was beaten
aneonscious in polieg custody.

On thg morning of 3 March 1992 Paud dddawe {li, who had bgen regsidgnt in Italy for a year
sincg he lgft Somalia, went to the aligns registration officg attached to a Rome policg station, in
ordgr to rgngw his rgsidgnce permit. Paud Hddawe li was waiting in a long qugug in the street
outsidg the office. When the officg opened, peoplg jostled to 8¢t into the small reegption arga. {1
femalg policg officer, noticing a disturbancg, approached Paud Iddawe {li and blamed him for
creating the disturbancg. fAn argument appargntly gnsuegd and malg policg officgrs begcame
involved. Blows werg gxchanged and a police officgr was reportedly injured. Four policg officers
then gscorted Paud Hddawe {li to a room on the floor below.

M witngss later informed theg press that she hgard shouts and crigs for help coming from
the room where Paud dddawe {1li had begn taken. Paud dddawe {li was in an unconscious
statg when heg was takegn undger arrgst to hospital. {t the hospital, hg was rgportedly given heart
massage to rgsuscitatg him and put on an intravgnous drip; a medical cgrtificatg recorded a
trauma to the hgad and bruising to the lgft Igg and the thorax, and stated that Paud Iddawe {li
should bg sent to the clinie of Reggina Cogli prison for obsgrvation.

Paud dddawe {li was transferred to Regina Cogli prison later that day, apparently
undgr investigation on charggs of insulting an officer of the state, regsisting arrgst and injuring
an officer of the state. Paud Hdddawe {li's sister visited him in the prison and told the prgss that
heg was held in a normal cgll and not in the prison clinic, that hg was limping and in a confused
state, suffering sgvere pain and had bruisgs all over his body.

On 5 March two mgmbers of parliamegnt dgmanded an inquiry into the casg.

Paud dddawe {li was relgased from prison on 20 March. tg alleged to a doctor who
grxamingd him on 25 March that policg officgrs had struck him to the ground with batons and that
he had recgived blows to theg thorag, back, wrists and lggs and that his hegad was regpeatedly
knocked against a wall. The medical gramination found injurigs consistent with his allegations,
with possiblg ngurological damage. fecording to information regegived by Hmngsty
Intgrnational, Paud Hddawe {li subsgquently madg a formal complaint of ill-trgatment against
the policg.

On 30 pril the United Nations Committee against Torturg dregw the attention of the
ltalian dglggation to thg appargntly segrious injurigs suffered by Paud Wddawe {li and the
gxistgnce of a medical regport issugd after his relgase. The delegation stated that, aceording to
information suppligd by theg relgvant authoritics, Paud Hddawe {li's injurigs werg apparegntly
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caused because he resisted arrgst. The Committee asked to be Rept informed of anyg official
invgstigation into the allgged ill-tregatment and of any rgsulting criminal prosgcutions.

On 16 March 1992 {dmngsty International sought information from the authoritigs about
official stgps being taken to invegstigate the allgged ill-treatment of Paud dddawe dli. The
organization had regegived no rgsponsg from the authoritigs by November 1992.

WHATJOO-CHR-PO

If what you havg read about the case of Paud Hddawe i conegrns you, turn that concgrn into
action. Writg courtgous lgtters, in ltalian if possiblg, to the ltalian authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Daud Addawe Ali in Italy could be an illustration of how racism and ill-treatment
by government agents in western European countries could encourage the
spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that governments
ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially motivated abuses.
Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with the problem in
society at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express concern about Daud Addawe Ali's allegations of ill-treatment by police

officers in Rome in March 1992,

*Point out that Amnesty International wrote to the Minister of Justice on 16
March 1992, seeking his comments on Daud Addawe Ali's allegations
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and information as to the official steps being taken to investigate them
but received no reply.

°Ask the authorities, therefore, what official steps were taken to investigate the
alleged ill-treatment of Daud Addawe Ali, and with what result.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Italian authorities and say that you believe that

Daud Addawe Ali's ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

fIddress gour letters fo:

Minister of Justice

Onorgvolg Claudio Martelli
Ministro di Grazia ¢ Giustizia
Ministero di Grazia ¢ Giustizia
Via {drenula 70

00186 Rome

ltaly

Minister of the Interior

Onorgvolg Nicola Mancino
Ministro degli Interni
Ministero degli Interni
Palazzo Viminalg

Via Depretis

00184 Romg

ltaly

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your lgtters to the ltalian €mbassy in your country.
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PORTUGAL

In Peegmber 1991 a white Portugugse citizen born in {Ingola was
regportedly severegly beaten and subjected to racial insults
by an officer of the Public Se¢eurity Policg in a policg
station in Setdbal.

Wlgxandre Luis Marques Pirgs Gravanita, a 19-year-old student, is a Portugugse citizegn. g was
born in Mngola and hg Igft theg country when hg was a small child.

lsuis Gravanita said that on 6 ®Pecember 1991 at 7pm heg was on his way homge from a
training sgssion in a local gymnasium; hg was carrging a sports bag. s hg was attempting to
cross a road at a pedgstrian crossing, an officer of the Public Sgcurity Policg, whom he later
identified, shouted at him to wait. The officer then asked to sge his identity card and, after
gxamining it, ordered lsuis Gravanita to accompany him to the Esqguadra No. 7 (No.l Police
Station).

lsuis Gravanita said that on routg to the police station he asked the officer why he had
been ordered to go to the station. The officer told him that it would all bg gxplaingd to him oneg
they had rgachged the station.

On arrival at the policg station, they went into an integrior room where louis Gravanita was
ordgred to Igavg his bag on the tablg. Hfter hg had dong this, the officer immediately assaulted
him, punching and Ricking him. 9t the samg timg hg was shouting:

"Vou worthless piece of 1ingolan shit. You are nothing. You are a nigser’.

Puring the assault, louis Gravanita plgaded with the offiegr not to hit him in the mouth
becausg a few months previously he had suffered a sgrious fractureg of jaw after being hit with an
iron bar. The officer allggedly ignored him. It ong point the officer pushed him violgntly against
the wall and opengd the bag on the table. lsuis Gravanita gxplaingd that the bag only contained
his sports clothgs and the had just come from a ggmnasiam. In rgply the officer called him a
"shitty pig" and threw the clothgs into the air and continuegd assaulting him.

Finally lsuis Gravanita was taken to the window beghind which the duty officer sits, and
gavg the details on his identity card, his homg addregss and profgssion. No information as to why
lsuis Gravanita had begegn ordered to go to the policg station and had been assaulted therg was
gver given. Tig was not acecused of any offence.

lsuis Gravanita claimed that whilg they werg still in the polieg station, the Publie Sgeurity
Police offiegr who had assaulted him threatened him by saging:
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ook out! If | see gou on the street again and gou have the bad luck to pass by me, gou
will be in trouble. If gou see me in the street, cross over to the other side!”

fter his identity card had been returned, Luis Gravanita went back to the gymnasium
where he was sgen by witngsses before returning home. His parents took him to the hospital. The
hospital recorded gengral cuts and bruising, gspecially to the facg and right ¢ye, consistent with
having regcgived punchgs.

On 10 Peegmber luis Gravanita made a formal complaint to the Public Prosecutor
against the officer of the Esquadra de Trénsito (traffic unit) of the Public Security Polieg whom
he identified by name. lsuis Gravanita allgged that this officer had wilfully caused him bodily
injurigs and mgnacgd him.

M HGadHH s po

If what you havg read about the case of Hlgrandre lsuis Marques Pirgs Gravanita concerns you,
turn that concgrn into action. Writg courtgous lgtters in Portugugse if possiblg to the
Portugugse authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Alexandre Luis Marques Pires Gravanita in Portugal could be an illustration of
how racism and ill-treatment by government agents in western European
countries could encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that
it is vital that governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of
racially motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal
with the problem in sociely at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.
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*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express your concern at the racist ill-treatment to which Alexandre Luis Marques
Pires Gravanita alleged he was subjected by an officer of the Public Security
Police in Setubal in December 1991.

*Ask the Public Prosecutor whether an inquiry is being conducted into the complaint
of ill-treatment, made to him by Luis Gravanita on 10 December, and, if not,
urge him to do so. Ask him to keep you informed of the results.

*Ask the Minister of the Interior to order a full and impartial investigation into these
allegations and to inform you of its findings.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Portuguese authorities and say that you believe

that Luis Gravanita's ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

Iddress gour Iletters fo:

Publiec Prosegcutor in Setdbal

€xmo or HAgegnte do Ministério Publico
no Tribunal da Comarea de Setdbal
Tribunal dg S¢tdbal

2900 S¢tdbal

Portugal

Minister of the Interior

€xmo dr Manugl Pias lsourgiro
Ministro da Wdministracéo Intgrna
Ministé¢rio da fddministracdo Intgrna
Praca do Comgéreio

1100 lsisboa

Portugal

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your letters to thg Portugugseg €mbassy in your country.
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In Segptember 1991 two frab tourists, both regsident in Pgnmark, were
rgportedly arrgsted and brutally beaten by Civil Guard

officers in Ibiza.

Photograph of Mohamed Hegazy taken after
his release, showing injuries to his buttock,
back, arms and legs

Mohamed Mahmoud Imer tHegazy, an €gyptian
citizgn, and €mad Ragd Shibli, a Palgstinian holding an
Isragli passport, wegrg on holiday in ®an {Intonio {bad
in Ibiza. They say that on 6 Sgptegmber 1991 they
stopped a Civil Guard car to ask for dirgetions to their
hotgl. {Is ngither of the two men spgak Spanish, they
spokg to the officer in Italian.

In thg gvening, Mohamed tegazy and Raed
Shibli went out to have dinner and at around 1.30am on
7 September they claim that they saw the same Civil
GQuard offiecer who had helped them, with another
collgagug. Mohamed Hegazy says that hg went up to
the officgr and, spgaking in ltalian, gregted him and
thanked him for his assistanceg garligr. (Flohamed
Hegazy only later realized that hg had mistaken the
offieer's idgntity.) tlowgver, the officer reacted violgntly
and pulled his trunchgon and held it to Mohamed
Hegazy's throat. Mohamed Tegazy produced his
passport to show that hg was a tourist, but the officer
threw it on the pavement, shouting "ltalians, Italians",
and thgn pushed Mohamed Hggazy against the wall.

Raged Shibli went to help his frignd but he too was pushed against the wall. The officer's
companion intgrvgned and hit them both with his trunchgon.

The poliee radiogd for reinforcgments and approximately 15 officers apparently
gathered. Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli wereg handeuffed and taken by car to the Civil
@Quard station in dan {Intonio Wbad. Puring the journegy, they werg punched and beatgn with

truncheons.

In the Civil Guard station, Mohamed Heggazy and Ragd Shibli werg sgverely beaten with
rubber trunchgons, and punched and Ricked all over their bodigs. They allgged that they were
threatgnegd with a Knife held to their throats and that their personal possgssions werg destroged.
They werge then strip-sgarched and held in a cell.
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1 forgnsic surggon gramingd them in custody and reecorded multiplg bruising to all parts
of their bodigs. Photographs of Mohamed teggazy taken after his rglgasg showed sgvere injurigs
to his battoceks, back, arms and Iggs.

On 8 ogptegmber a duty lawyer saw them in the station but hg was unablg to speak
€nglish -- which thg two men understand -- and only regcorded the policg statgment. On 9
Sgptgmber Mohamed tegazy and Ragd Shibli appegargd in court wherg an interpreter was
present. The judge only recorded part of their complaint of ill-treatment. The statement of the
court containgd no information as to thg gxtent of the ill-trgatment or the injurigs they had
suffered. tHlowgver, the judge noted thg medical rgports dgseribing their injurigs.

Mohamed Hegazy and Ragd Shibli werg charged with regsisting arrgst and disobeying
publie officials and relgased into provisional liberty. Two days later they returned to Penmark.

s of Novgmber 1992 ngither {Imngsty Intgrnational nor the two complainants, Mohamed
Hegazy and Ragd Shibli, have recgived any further information from the judicial authoritics as
to what action theg court has taken to investigate the complaints of ill-trgatment.

M HGadHH s po

If what gou havg rgad about the casg of Mohamed Mahmoud {mer Tlggazy and €mad Raed
Shibli conegrns you, turn that concern into action. Writg courteous Igtters in Spanish if possible
to thg Spanish authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli in Spain could be an illustration of how
racism and ill-treatment by government agents in western European countries
could encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital
that governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially
motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with
the problem in sociely at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
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are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express concern at the alleged ill-treatment of Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli by
Civil Guard officers in Ibiza in September 1991.

. Express also concern at the length of time the court in Ibiza is taking to
investigate Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli's complaint.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Spanish authorities and say that you believe
that the ill-treatment of Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli would not have
occurred if all these recommendations had been adopted and fully
implemented.

AIddress gour letters fo:

Minister of the Interior

exemo dr. . Jos¢ louis Coreugra Cugsta
Ministro del Interior

Ministerio del Interior

Castellana 5

Madrid

Spain

Httorngy General

€xemo dr. . €ligio Hernéndez
Piscal General del €stado
Tribunal Suprgmo

Palacio de Justicia

Plaza dg la Villa dg Paris
Madrid 4

Spain

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your lgtters to thg Spanish €Embassy in your country.
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UNITED KINGDOM

In Ipril 1988 a black man was arrested, sgvergly beaten and insulted by police
offiegrs in lsondon.

On the night of 13 Mpril 1988, Lsgslic Burngtt, a 34-year-old landscapg gardegngr, was returning to
his homg in the Finsbury Park arga of london. Two polieg officers arrgsted him at a short
distancg from his homg, accusing him of having tampgered with a car. logslig Burngtt says that he
denigd this and started to walk towards his front door.

logslig Burngtt claims that ong of thg polieg officegrs then jumped on his ngek and trigd to
pull him down. Hg says that hg was hit with trunchgons on his hgad and body, and that hg thgn
punched the policg offiegr in the face. The policg officer reportedly said:

"Vou, black bastard, gou're going to get it now'.

Policg cars and a van arrived. legslic Burngtt says that hg was then Ricked and stamped
on and again hit with trunchgons by policg officgrs whilg he was on theg ground. The beatings
continugd after he was placed in the policg van.

logslig Burngtt was taken to Tlornsgy policg station wherg he says that policg officers
continued to abusg him. They continued to racially insult him, calling him a "black bastard". He
sags that the policg officers in the station treated him likg a  zoo exhibit'. They repeatedly came
to his cgll, where he layg blgeding and injured, and madg rgmarks at him. Tig was detaingd for 18
hours and thegn charged with interfering with a car and assaulting two policg officers.

logslic Burngtt went to hospital where the gxamining doctor regcorded blurred vision in
the right ¢yg; a 4em lacgration negeding stitchgs on the lgft side of the head; another of 2,2cm
abovg the right ¢yg; bruising; swelling in both gyelids; multiplg bruising to the lggs; and bruising
to the left shoulder.

lsgslig Burngtt was trigd before Wood Green erown court in Pecember 1988. The police
claimed that legsligc Burngtt reacted so violgntly whegn hg was approached that blows from theg
trunchegon and fists werg ngegssary. logslic Burnett was acquitted of the chargegs after the jury
heard indgpgndegnt gvidgncg from gyg-witngsses to the incident. Hfter his acquittal, heg told the
press:

"I was a goath worker. | had heard of cases of people being assadlted by the police... Now
[ am bitter. | have lost my trast.”

lsgslig Burngtt sued the loondon Metropolitan Policg Foreg for assault and battery, false
imprisonment and malicious prosgcution. In July 1991 the policg paid £40,000 in compgnsation,
without admitting liability. Upon recgiving compgensation, legslig Burngtt told the press:
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"What about the officers who sent me to jail? ... [ would like to see them sacked or
charged".

lsgslie Burnett's question was answered by the Complaints Investigation Bureau of the
Metropolitan Police. In a letter to lgsliec Burnett's lawyer, the Peputy Pirgctor of the Complaints
Invgstigation Burgau stated that they did not proposeg to takg any further action (gither
disciplinary or by recommending thg commencgment of eriminal procgedings) against the policg
offiecgrs who arrgsted, sgvergly beat and insulted logslig Burngtt.

There have begn sgveral reegnt casgs in which the Metropolitan Polieg Foreg paid
compgnsation -- now totalling sgvegral hundred thousand pounds -- without admitting liability, to
peoplg who sugd them for wrongful arrgst or ill-trgatment.

M HGadHH s po

If what you haveg rgad about the casg of lsgslic Burngtt conegrns you, turn that concern into
action. Writg courtgous lgtters in €nglish if possiblg to the authoritigs of the United Ringdom.

Points fo raise in gour lelters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Leslie Burnett in the United Kingdom could be an illustration of how racism and
ill-treatment by government agents in western European countries reflects the
spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that governments
ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially motivated abuses.
Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with the problem in
society at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to prevent ill-treatment.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.
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*Express your concern at Leslie Burnett's allegations of ill-treatment while he was
detained by police officers in London in April 1988.

. Inquire what investigations took place, and when, as a result of his allegations.

*Express concern that the police officers involved in Leslie Burnett's ill-treatment
have not been subjected to disciplinary proceedings, nor have
recommendations been made to prosecute these officers in criminal
proceedings.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the authorities of United Kingdom and say that you
believe that Leslie Burnett's ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

AIddress gour Iletters fo:

Mr Renngth Clarke

dgergtary of State for the Home Pepartment
50 Qugen dnng's Gate

Jeondon SWit 91T

United Ringdom

Sir Peter Imbert

Commissiongr of theg Metropolitan Policg Foree
New deotland Yard

Broadway

lsondon SWitH 0BG

United Ringdom

Policg Complaints Huthority
10 Great George St

lsondon W1

United Ringdom

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your lgtters to the €mbassy of the United Ringdom in your country.
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EXTERNAL APPENDIX

RECOMMENDATIONS TO GOVERNMENTS
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RACIST TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT BY POLICE IN WESTERN EUROPE

Recommendations to Governments

In drawing attgntion to casgs of allgged torturg and ill-trgatment in Western €uropg in
which racism appeared to bg a factor, {mngsty International is not saying that such
ill-treatment is systgmatic in ang country, or gvegn that such casgs form thg majority of
ill-treatment casegs about which thg organization is informed in Western €urope. It has
noted, howgver, that in a significant number of casgs of torturg and ill-treatment there
appears to bg a racist glement. This is particularly disturbing at a timg when racist
attacks on forgigners, immigrants and megmbers of racial minoritigzs havg beggn oceurring
in somg Western €uropgan countrigs and when xegnophobia and racism appear to bg
inergasing. Governments have a responsibility to gnsure that their polieg foregs uphold
theg law and that in thg performance of their duatigs do not gngage in torturg and
ill-treatment, that policg foreegs takeg all ngegssary stegps to proteget gvergong in their
country from assaalt, and in particular to makg it very clgar that racist bghaviour by
policg officgrs will not bg tolgrated.

{Imngsty Intgrnational continugs to call on all governments to ratify and
implegment the United Nations Convegntion against Torturg and Other Crugl, Inhuman or
Pegrading Treatment or Punishment. It calls on Council of €urope Member Stategs to
ratify and implegmegnt the €uropgan Convegntion for the Prevention of Torturg and
Inhuman or Pegrading Treatment or Punishment. It also calls on all countrigs to
implegment dmnesty International's 72-Point Program for the Prevention of Tortare (see
attached). It beligvgs that the implgmentation of thgsg measures is a positive indication of
a government's commitment to abolish torturg and gradicatge ill-trgatment.

In its work to stop human rights violations within its mandate, {Imngsty
Intgrnational calls on governments to take thg neegssary stgps to combat such
violations. This is why the organization calls upon governments to combat racism -a key
contributory factor to racist torturg and ill-treatment. dAmnesty International thergfore
recommgends that governments should take particular carg in the selgetion, training and
monitoring of law gnforecgment personngl to gnsurg that in the performance of their
dutigs thegir conduct is not in any way racist. dpgcifically, dmngsty Intgrnational
recommends that:
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*The authoritigs at all lgvels should dgmonstrate their total opposition to racism. They
should makg clgar to all law gnforecgment personngl that racist bghaviour, or the
condoning of such beghavioar, will not be tolgrated under ang circumstances.

*There should bg pre-emplogment seregegning of law gnforegment personngl for cultaral
and racial sgnsitivity.

*Cross-cultural awargngss programs should beg an gssential glgment in the training of
law gnforegment personngl and therg should bg mandatory periodic coursgs for
officers at all lgvels.

*{Iny law gnforegment regeruits or officers who display racist attitudgs or tendencigs
should bg required to takeg further training or, in appropriatg cases, beg formally
disciplingd or dismissed.

*{ll complaints of racist behaviour by law gnforegment officers should beg promptly and
impartially investigated.

*Complaints procedures should be indgpendent and publicized in an appropriately wide
rangge of languaggs.

*Interpretation facilitigs should be availablg to thosg in custody who requirg them.

*There should be ¢ffective oversight of the complaints systgm with auditing and
monitoring of complaints and their disposition by an impartial, indgpendent
body.

*Governments should recognize that diserimination against forgigners, immigrants,
asylum-sggkers and racial minoritics can be a kRey contributory factor to human
rights abusgs, including to racist torturg and ill-trgatment. Governments should
initiatg a plan of action against such discrimination.

*{ll governments should fulfil their obligation to gnsurg that intgrnationally-proteeted
human rights, including the prohibition of torturg and other ill-trgatment, are
uapheld without distinction of ang Rind, such as racg, colour, sgx, language,
religion, political or othgr opinion, property, birth or other status.

See also fImnesty International's 12-Point Program for the Prevention of Torfare
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Amnesty International

12-Point Program for the Prevention of Torture

Torture is a fundamental violation of human rights, condgmned by the General Assembly
of theg United Nations as an offgncg to human dignity and prohibited under national and
intgrnational law.

Ugt torturg persists, daily and across thg globe. In {Imngsty Intgrnational's
gxperigneg, lggislative prohibition is not gnough. Immediate steps arg ngeded to confront
torturg and other erugl, inhuman or dggrading treatment or punishment whergver they
oceur and to gradicate them totally.

{mngsty Integrnational calls on all governments to implgment the following
12-Point Program for the Prevention of Torture. It invitgs concerned individuals and
organizations to join in promoting the program. {Imngsty Intgrnational beligvgs that the
implgmentation of thesg measurgs is a positive indication of a government's commitment
to abolish torturg and to work for its abolition worldwidg.

1.0fficial condgmnation of torture

The highest authoritigs of gvery country should demonstrate their total opposition to
torture. They should makge clegar to all law-gnforegment personnel that torture will
not be tolgrated under ang circumstances.

2. Heegss to prisongrs

Torturg often takes place whilg the victims arg held incommunicado ~-- unablg to contact
peopleg outsidg who ecould help them or find out what is happgning to them. It is
vital that all prisongrs beg brought beforg a judicial authority promptly after beging
takgn into custody and that relatives, lawyers and doctors have prompt and
regular acegss to them.

3. No sgeret detgntion

In somg countrigs torture takgs place in seergt ecgntres, oftgn after the victims arg made
to "disappgear". Governments should gnsurg that prisoners areg held in publicly
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recognized placgs, and that accuratg information about thgir whergabouts is
madg availablg to relativgs and lawyers.

4. dafeguards during interrogation and custody

GQovernments should Regp proecegduregs for detention and intgrrogation under regular
revigw. Il prisongrs should bg promptly told of their rights, including the right to
lodge complaints abut their treatment. Thereg should beg regular indgpendent visits
of inspection to placgs of detegntion. fIn important safeguard against torture
would be the sgparation of authoritics rgsponsiblg for dgtgntion from those in
chargg of intgrrogation.

3. Indgpendgnt investigation of rgports of torture

Governments should gnsure that all complaints and reports of torturg arg impartially
and gffectively investigated. The methods and findings of such investigations
should beg madg public. Complainants and witngsses should be proteeted from
intimidation.

6.No usg of statgments gxtracted under torture

Governments should gnsurg that confegssions or other gvidgneg obtaingd through torture
may negver be invoked in Iggal procgedings.

7. Prohibition of torturg in law

@Qovernments should gnsurg that acts of torturg arg punishable offences under the
criminal law. In accordaneg with intgrnational law, thg prohibition of torturg must
not beg suspegndegd undgr ang circumstances, including statgs of war or other
publie gmergency.

8. Prosgcution of allgged torturers

Thosg responsible for torturg should beg brought to justiee. This principlg should apply
whergver they happgen to be, whergver the crimg was committed and whatgver the
nationality of the perpetrators or victims. Therg should be no "safe haven" for
torturers.
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9.Training procgdures

It should bg madg clgar during the training of all officials involved in the custody,
intgrrogation or trgatment of prisoners that torturg is a criminal act. They
should bg instructed that they arg obliged to refuseg to obgy any order to torture.

10. Compgnsation and rehabilitation

Victims of torturg and their dgpendants should be entitled to obtain financial
compgnsation. Victims should be provided with appropriatg medical carg or
rehabilitation.

11. Intgrnational regsponsg

GQovernments should usg all availablg channgls to interegde with governments aceused
of torturg. Intgrgovernmental mechanisms should bg gstablished and used to
invgstigate regports of torturg urgently and to take gffective action against it.
@Qovernments should gnsuare that military, sgcurity or policg transfers or training
do not facilitatg the practicg of torturg. No ong should beg foreibly returngd to a
country wherg he or she risks being tortured.

12.Ratification of intgrnational instruments

All governments should ratify intgrnational instrumgnts containing safeguards and
remedigs against torturg, including the United Nations Convegntion against
Torturg and the Intgrnational Covgnant on Civil and Political Rights with its
Optional Protocol which provides for individual complaints.

The 12-Point Program was adopted by 1imnesty International in October 1955 as part of
the organization's Campaign for the ribolition of Torture.  (Rev. I292)INTERNTIL
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1IPPENL, CHISES

Suammary

This circalar contains the fippeal Cases for use during the action Racist torfure and
ill-freatment by police in Western Europe. It also contains, in appendix I, the external
Recommendations fo governmenits (o be used in this action. Please also refer to the
Recommended 7ictions (EUR 05/02/92) and to the Order Form for Photographs (EUR
03/03/92) and the Focus in the Febraary 1995 International Newslelter.
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These 1ippeal Cases and Recommendations to governments are for sections and groups
participating in the action Racist torturg and ill-treatment by police in Western Euarope.
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AUSTRIA

In Mareh 1989 two {ustrian citizens of €gyptian origin were segverely
beaten by policg officgrs in Vignna. Whilg in custody, ong
of the two men was pushed through a pang of glass in a
corridor, after which he lost consciousngss.

On the gvgning of 22 March 1989, Mustafa {li and a friend wereg crossing a road at traffic lights.
Mustafa dli and his friend said the pedgstrian signal was greegn when they began to cross. s
they crossed, two polieg officgrs ordered them to return to the sidg of the street and said they
had beggun to cross when the pedgstrian signal had bgen red. decording to their lawyer, the two
men werg theg only non-€uropgans among sgvgral pedgstrians crossing the street and that was
an important rgason why they were the only ongs to be stopped by the policeg officgrs. The two
men werg asked for their identity papers, subjected to racial insults and fingd on thg spot.
Mustafa {li refused to pay the fing. Hg was placed undgr arrgst.

Mustafa {1li and his frignd assert that the policg officgrs then attempted to pull Mustafa
dli in the dirgetion of a building site wherg there was a four-metre deegp pit. The two men resisted
this, as a rgsult of which the policg officgrs radiogd for reginforegments. Mustafa {1li was placed
in handecuffs. The two men dgseribg how the additional policg officers began to beat them with
trunchgons, and continugd to do so gvegn when Mustafa li, handcuffed, fell to the ground.
Mustafa {li's frignd says that hg was punched and bgatgn whilg threge policg officers were
holding him.

Mustafa {li was placed in a policg car wherg he allgges hg was beatgn over the head with
a trunchgon and theg handlg of a pistol. Tig was taken to l.gopoldstadt policg station wherg his
handcuffs werg removed but the beating continued until hg was pushed through a pang of glass
in a corridor and lost consciousngss. The poliecg version of gvents was that Mustafa {li had
thrown himself through the glass. Mustafa {1i was taken to hospital blgeding profusely from his
injurigs. The gramining doctor diagnosed concussion, facial wounds, bruising and tenderngss
below theg gyes and on theg chggkbong. tg was relgased from hospital on 24 March. tig had to
rgport to thg hospital a further ning timegs to recgive treatment conngeted with his injurigs.

Mustafa {li madg a formal complaint, but criminal proceggdings against the officers
rgsponsible were dropped by the Vignna Public Procurator in March 1990 citing lack of
evidgnee. Tlowgver, a sgparate inquirg by the Wustrian Constitutional Court found that his
injurigs werg causgd when an unidentified polieg officer pushed him into a pang of glass. In
February 1991 the court coneluded:

"Withoat doubt it would require considerable force fo break the thick and relatively small
picce of glass. It would hardly be possible fo gather the necessary impetas for
this in the two-metre corridor.”
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The court gstablished that a number of police officers werg present at the timeg Mustafa
Ali was pushed into the dlass.

In the light of the Constitutional Court's ruling, the Vignna Public Procurator
rg-gramingd theg original complaint against thg policg officers concegrned. tg concluded,
howgver, that therg werg insufficignt grounds to regopen the casg, mainly becausg no ong officer
could be identified as the offender. It can only beg supposed that the idegntity of the offending
polieg officgr could not be gstablished begcausg theg original invegstigation was not conducted with
sufficignt vigour. s a regsult, policg officers rgsponsiblg for Mustafa {li's ill-trgatment have
gscaped sanction. (In March 1992 Mustafa {li was awarded substantial compgnsation for the
injurigs he suffered.)

M HGadHH s po

If what gou havg read about the case of Mustafa {1li concgrns you, turn that concegrn into action.
Writg courtgous letters in German -~ if it is gregllent Ggrman, othgrwisg in €nglish or French -- to
the Hustrian authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour lelters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Mustafa Ali in Austria could be an illustration of how racism and ill-treatment by
government agents in western European countries could encourage the
spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that governments
ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially motivated abuses.
Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with the problem in
society at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.
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*Express concern at the ill-treatment of Mustafa Ali while he was in police custody in
Vienna in March 1989.

eSay also that it appears that in the case of Mustafa Ali the investigation by the Vienna
police authorities was inadequate. Stress that the Constitutional Court had
established that a number of police officers were present at the time Mustafa
Ali was pushed into the glass. However, the identity of the offending police
officer had not been established by the Vienna police authorities, and no one
has been brought to justice for the injuries sustained by Mustafa Ali.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Austrian authorities and say that you believe

that Mustafa Ali's ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

AIddress gour Iletters fo:

Piregctor of the Human Rights Pivision, Ministry of Foreign Hffairs

Pr. Nikolaus Scherk

Volkerreehtsbiro

Bundgsministerium fdar Juswartige {ngelggenhgeiten
Ballhausplatz 2

H-1014 Wign

Hustria

Minister of Internal Affairs

Pr. Franz ldschnak
Bundgsministerium fdr Inngres
Postfach 100

H-1014 Wign

Hustria

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your letters to the dustrian €mbassy in your country.
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FRANCE

September 1989, Paris ~~ a young black man resident in France was
severgly beatgn by threge plainclothgs policgmen who
callgd him a "dirty nigger" and told him he was going "to
pay for all the others".

On 5 Sgptgmber 1989 loucign Pjossouvi, a

Lucien Djossouvi (¢) Claudine Doury Benin national resident in Prance, was
knocked from his motorbikg whilg he was
riding through the 18th district of Paris. e
dgseribgs how a car cut in front of his path
and madg him erash. The car driver, dressed
in civilian clothgs, approached Lucign
Djossouvi after the incident, subjected him
to verbal racial abuse and dgmanded to see
his identity papers. s hg had no proof that
the man was a polieg officer, and thus
gntitled to ask for the papers, lucign
Djossouvi refused to producg them. When
the car driver thgn grasped him by the
shouldgr hg Rnocked his hand awag,
regmounted his bikg and rode off. The driver
got back in his car and followgd lsucign
Pjossouvi for about 10 minutgs beforg
foreing him to stop oneg morg.

This timg the driver was not along.
{nothgr car carrging two morg men dregssed in plain clothgs arrived on theg segng. Lucign
Pjossouvi was detaingd by the threge men and handcuffed. When he protested and asked the
rgason for his arrgst hg was told that hg was a "dirtgy nigger" and that hg was going to "pagy for all
the others". Tlg claimed that thg threg men then begat him with tranchgons and threw his identity
papers and mongy into a ngarby rubbish bin. Passgrs-by, alarmed at what they saw, werg told
by the thregg megn not to worry as they were just arrgsting a drug-dealgr.

The threg men had not finished. They pushed lsucign Pjossouvi into the gntrance of a
negar-by bailding wherg they choked him with his tig, torg his clothgs, subjected him to further
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racial insults and beat him segverely all over his body. When they finished he was blgeding from
his nosg and from a cut abovg his ¢ge. The threg men then took him back to ong of their cars and
rgmoved his handeudffs.

loucign Pjossouvi told the men, whom hg now beligved to be policeg officers, that he was
going to regport them. Their response was to handeuff him oneg morg, hit him again and threaten
him with dgportation within 10 days if hg made any complaint about them. With that, they lgft him
on the roadsidg and drovg off.

s lucign Pjossouvi sat on the pavegment wateching his assailants dgpart hg noted ong of
their registration numbers. The number was later shown to belong to an official policg car.

loategr that gvgning lsucign Pjossouvi was admitted to the Bichat Hospital in Paris for
argent treatment. He was later given a medical certificate which regcorded that hg had recgived a
hegavy blow to thg hegad causing loss of consciousngss and widgspread facial bruising. His
injurigs lgd to him beging Rept in hospital for five days and hg was recommended not to return to
work for a further 10 days.

On 11 ogptgmber lsucign Pjossouvi lodged a formal complaint with the Public
Prosecutor's officeg attached to the Fourth section of the Paris lbaw Courts allgging that he had
been ill-treated by three plainclothgs polieg officers. The Prosegcutor's office ordered the
Inspection géncrale des services de la police, the Gengral Inspectorate of Policg Servicegs (an
intgrnal polieg body regsponsiblg for invgstigations of policg misconduct) to carry out an
investigation into thg complaint. This investigation was concluded in 1990 and in Jung 1991, in
rgsponsg to {Imngsty Intgrnational's inquirigs, the Public Prosgcutor stated that the casg
against two policg officgrs accused of ill-treating Lucign Pjossouvi had beegn referred to a judge
attached to the Versaillgs lsaw Courts for further investigation.

In Novgmber 1991 Lsucign Pjossouvi was callgd to a formal "confrontation” in the officgs
of the investigating judge in Versaillgs. Puring this confrontation he identified a polieg officer,
who had bgen callgd as a witngss to theg gvents of Sgptember 1989, as his third assailant. The
investigating judge, as required by law, asked the Court of Cassation to authorize the eriminal
investigation of the third offieer. Further proeeedings were halted pending the Court's decision.
7 ygar has now passed without ngws of ang further judicial activity in this casg.
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If what you haveg read about the casg of lucign Pjossouvi conegrns you, turn that econegrn into
action. Writg courtgous Igtters, in French if possible, to the French authoritigs.

JPoinis fo raisg in gour letfers

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Lucien Djossouvi in France could be an illustration of how racism and
ill-treatment by government agents in western European countries could
encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that
governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially
motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with
the problem in sociely at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express concern about the racist ill-treatment that Lucien Djossouvi alleges he was
subjected to by French police officers in Paris on 5 September 1989.

*Express concern that over three years after the opening of the judicial investigation,
it has still not ended. Ask when it is likely to be completed.

*Seek assurances that Amnesty International will be informed of its findings and of
any further judicial or disciplinary proceedings arising from it.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the French authorities and say that you believe that
Lucien Djossouvi’s ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

fIddress gour letters to:
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Minister of Justice

Monsicur Michel Vauzelleg
@Qardge des Sceaux
Ministre de la Justice
Ministere de la Justice

13 Placeg Venddme

75042 Paris

Prance

Minister of the Interior

Monsigur Paul Quilgs
Ministre de 'Intérigar
13 Place Beauvau
75800 Paris

Prance

Pleasge send copigs of your Igtters to the Fregnch €mbassy in your country.

Amnesty International — Racist torture and ill-treatment by police in western Europe

(AI Index: EUR 03/01/92, November 1992)

44



45

GERMANY

In Jung 1992 policg raided a hostel for asylum-segekers in Grénitz. Puring
the raid, polieg officers reportedly punched, Ricked and
struck the asylum-sggkers with batons.

On 11 Jung 1992 from 3.30am to 6am, policg officegrs raided a hostel for asylum-segkers in Grénitz,
near Freiberg in the castern German state of Saxony. The purposg of the raid was to sgarch the
building for stolgn property bat, reportedly, nothing was found. The hostel housgs about 50
asylum-sggkers, mostly familigs and couplegs of various nationalitigs.

Policg officgrs, many of whom werg drgssed in special combat ggar and carrigd batons,
rgportedly foreed their way into the hostel, waking the slegping occupants with shouts of
"Raus!*. domg asylum-sggkers werg slow to opgn their doors, as they at first feared an attack by
ngo-Nazis. The policg officers then started to break open some doors. The malg occupants were
ordgred out of their beds and into a room wherg they had to stand with their faces to the wall
and their lggs apart and with their arms raised or their wrists handecuffed.

Ong asylum-sgeker allgged that a policg officer pullegd him out of the top bunk of the bed
heg was ocecupying and that he injured his foot as he fell. Ong officgr punched him in the back and
anothgr slapped him on the head. g claims that hg was later hit several times in the facg and on
the hegad. {1 Syrian national allgged that hg was struck on thg back of thg hgad and lost
consciousngss. Ong witngss also said that hg saw him bging struck with a pistol batt.
Moldovan national claimed that hg was hit in the facg and struck on thg back with a baton. ¢
photograph takgn on the day after the raid shows a large abrasion to his right shoulder.
Mnother asylum-segker allgged that hg was Ricked by officers several timgs and a Pakistani
national claims that hg was hit on the back of thg head.

Many asylum-sggkers werg ablg to corroborate the allggations of ill-trgatment madg by
their fellow asylum-sggkers. Two of them reported seeing a Turkish Rurd hit in the faceg by ong
policg officgr and struck on theg back by othegr officgrs with their batons as a rgsult of which heg
lost consciousngss. N photograph takgn on thg day after the raid shows abrasions to his Igft
shouldgr, his Igft chggk and across his lowgr back.

M eriminal complaint was lodged with the Chemnitz Public Procurator against unknown
policg officgrs. Ning asylum-sggkers madg individual statements allgging that they themsglves
werg ill-tregated or that they withgssed the ill-trgatment of other oceupants of the hostel.

Znout!u
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The allggations of ill-tregatment were reportedly regjected, both by senior police officers
and by the Intgrior Minister of Saxony. The Interior Minister stated that batons werg only used
against ong asylum-sggker who trigd to regsist the police.

In Segptember 1992 the Ministry of Justicg of Saxony informed {Imngsty Interntional that
the Chegmnitz Public Procurator had launched a judicial invegstigation into the allggations of
policg ill-trgatment.

WHATJOO-CHR-PO

If what you havg read about the casg of the asylum-sggkers in Granitz conegrns you, turn that
conegrn into action. Writg courtgous Igtters in German -- if it is gxegllent Ggrman, otherwise in
€nglish or French -- to the authoritigs in the Federal Republie of Germang.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of the
asylum-seekers in Gréanitz in the Federal Republic of Germany could be an
lustration of how the ill-treatment of asylum-seekers and other foreign
nationals by government agents in western European countries could
encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that
governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially
motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with
the problem in sociely at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express concern at the allegations of ill-treatment made by asylum-seekers in
Grénitz when police officers raided their hostel in Gréanitz in June 1992.
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eSay in your letter that you are seeking information about the findings of the judicial
investigation into the allegations of ill-treatment that have been made. Ask
whether the Public Procurator has decided to bring charges against the police
officers involved. Also ask to be informed of the outcome of any proceedings
against the officers involved.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the authorities of the Federal Republic of Germany
and say that you believe that the asylum-seekers'’ ill-treatment would not have
occurred if all these recommendations had been adopted and fully
implemented.

AIddress gour Iletters fo:

Please note: Given the number of addresses, sections arg asked to divide them as gqually as
possiblg between lgtter-writers in your country.

Publie Procurator, Chegmnitz

Staatsanwaltschaft beim Bezirksgericht Chegmnitz
Hohg Strassge 23

0-9005 Chemnitz

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of Justiceg of Saxony

Herrn

Steffen Heitmann
Staatministerium der Justiz
HArehivstrasse 1

0-8060 Presden

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

Pederal Minister of the Interior

Rudolf d¢iters
Bundgsminister dgs Inngrn
Graurhgindorfer Str. 198
5300 Bonn 1

Federal Republic of Germany

State Interior Ministers:
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Minister of the Intgrior of Baden-Wdrttemberg
Prieder Birzele

Inngnminister

Porothgenstr. 6

7000 Stuttgart 1

Pederal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of Bavaria

Pr €dmund Stoiber
Staatsminister dgs Inngrn
Odgonsplatz 3

8000 Miinchgn 22

Pederal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of Berlin

Prof Pr Pigther Heeckelmann
Senator fdr Inngres
Pehrbellingr Platz 2

1000 Berlin 31

Pederal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of Brandgnburg

Hlwin Zigl

Minister des Inngrn
Henning-von-Trgskow-Str. 9-13
0-1561 Potsdam

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of Bremen

Prigdrich van Nispen
Senator fdr Inngres
Contrescarpe 22/24

2800 Bregmen 1

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of tflamburg

Werner Hackmann
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Segnator, Prasident der Behdrde fir Innegres
Johanniswall 4

2000 Hamburg 1

Pederal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of tlgsse

Pr Herbert Ginther
Staatsminister dgs Inngrn
Prigdrich-€bert-dllge 12
6200 Wigsbaden

Pederal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of Mecklgnburg-West Pomerania

lsothar Rupfer

Inngnminister

Rarl-Marg-str. 1

0-2751 Schwerin

Pederal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of lsower daxony

Gerhard Glogowski
Inngnminister

loavesallege 6

3000 Hannover 1

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of North Rhing-Westphalia

Pr. Herbert Sechnoor
Inngnminister

Haroldstr. 5

4000 Pisseldorf 1

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

Minister of the Interior of Rheinland-Palatinate

Walter Zuber

Staatsminister dgs Inngrn
Schillgrplatz 3-5

6500 Mainz

Federal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of Saarland
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Prigedel lsépple

Minister dgs Innegrn
Pranz-Josef-Roder-str. 21
6600 Saarbricken 1

Pederal Republic of Germany

Minister of the Interior of daxony

Heinz €ggert

Staatsminister dgs Inngrn
HArehivstr. 1

0-8060 Presden

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of Saxony-fInhalt

Hartmut Perschau

Minister dgs Innegrn
Halbgrstadter Str. 2

0-3014 Magdeburg

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of Schlgswig-Holstein

Prof §r Hans-Peter Bull
Inngnminister
Disternbrooker Weg 92

2300 Riel 1

Federal Republic of Ggrmangy

Minister of the Interior of Thuringia

Pranz Schuster
Inngnminister

Schillgrstr. 27

0-5082 €rfurt

Federal Republic of Ggrmany

50

Pleaseg send copigs of your lgtters to the €mbassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in your

country.
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GREECE

In January 1991 a Turkish refugee was detaingd by the {Inti-Narcotics
Policg and takegn to thg Policg Headquarters in {Ithens.
The day after his arrgst he was taken unconscious to
hospital where he digd gight days later.

On 21 January 1991, 26-ygar-old
Silggman Ryar was arrgsted by

Siileyman Akyar members of the Hthens
{Inti-Narcotics Policg on suspicion of
drug dgaling. The day after his arrest
Sllggman HRkyar was taken
unconscious to the Red Cross
Hospital which referred him to the
RAT Hospital in {thens.

The hospital certificate stated
that Sdlggman {Ikgar undgrwent
surgery for a ruptured small intgsting.
The hospital found fracturgs on three
ribs, sgvereg cranial and brain injury,
gxtgnsivg bruising on his body and
injurigs on his genitals.

Silggman {Rkyar was put on
rgspiratory support but digd on 29 January without regaining consciousngss. The hospital
certificate also stated that sgverg regspiratory, Kidngy and liver failure and maultiplg organ
deterioration rgsulted in his degath.

M post-mortem carrigd out on 1 February concluded that Sdlggman WRyar had digd from
pngumonia contracted as a regsult of injurigs over his gntirg body caused by beating. 1 forgnsic
pathologist gramingd the post-mortem and concluded that Sdlggman {Ikyar had suffered
beatings with a rod or whip and hegavy blows to thg abdomen, and had most probably digd as a
regsult of renal failurg following multiplg soft tissug and musclg damagg. Wnother doctor stated
that Sdlggman Rkyar had bgen hung up by his hands and bgatgn and a third doctor stated that
the marks around theg upper hands werg consistegnt with thoseg which would be Igft by ropgs, not
handcuffs.

The Minister of Public Order reportedly ordered an investigation into Silggman WRyar's
death. decording to the press, he stated on 1 March that findings based on 38 statgments taken
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undgr oath indicated that policg officgrs had acted in sglf-defence after Sdlegman {Ryar
attacked them with a serewdriver. In March 1991 the government informed the United Nations
dpeeial Rapporteur on torturg, who had sgnt an urgegnt appgal in conngetion with the casg, that:

'Sdalegman 7kyar had fried to attack a police officer...and had beern overpowered by
other officers who handcuffed him. fig then ran amok and knocked his head on
the ground. 71t midnight, while he was being kept in an office of the Narcotics
Branch, Sdlegyman Ikgar felt ill all of a sadden and informed his guards
accordingly. fle later lost consciousness.. The post-mortem gxamination
established that death occurred as a resalt of pneamonia...

The Government added that the judicial authoritigs had alrgady been involved and a preliminary
invgstigation was beging carrigd out.

Wmnesty International has repeatedly sought information from the Gregk authoritigs
about thg casg of didlggman {Wkyar and has callgd on thg govegrnment to initiatg a thorough and
impartial invegstigation. In Jugust the Greek authoritigs informed {dmnesty Intgrnational that the
invgstigation into the circumstancgs surrounding &dlggman {Ikyar's dgath was still continuing.
No disciplinary action has bgegn takgn against the officers involved, pgnding the outcomg of
intgrnal and judicial invgstigations. {Is of Novgmber 1992 the invgstigation had not bgegn
concluded.

MR pO

If what you have read about the casg of ddlggman {IRkyar conegrns you, turn that conegrn into
action. Writg courteous Igtters in Gregk, €nglish, French or German, to the Greegk authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Siileyman Akyar in Greece could be an illustration of how racism and
ill-treatment by government agents in western European countries could
encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that
governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially
motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with
the problem in sociely at large.
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*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express your concern at the circumstances surrounding Stileyman Akyar's death
which occurred eight days after his arrest by members of the Anti-Narcotics
Police.

*Refer in your letter to the authorities’ reply to the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on torture in March 1991 stating that an investigation was being carried out.
Ask to be informed of the progress and outcome of internal and judicial
investigations into Stileyman Akyar's death.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Greek authorities and say that you believe that
Stileyman Akyar's ill-treatment and subsequent death would not have occurred
if all these recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

fIddress gouar letfers fo:

Mr loannis Varvitsiotis
Minister of Justicg
Ministry of Justice

96 Messogion Hvegnug
115 27 Athens

@reece

Mr Theodoros nagnostopoulos
Minister of Public Order
Ministry of Public Order

1 Ratghaki &t

101 77 thens

@regee

Pleasg send copigs of gour letters to the Gregk €mbassy in your country.
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ITALY

In March 1992 a Somali asylum-segeker was arrgsted by poliee officers at
the aligns registration offiee in Rome. tlg was beaten
aneonscious in polieg custody.

On thg morning of 3 March 1992 Paud dddawe {li, who had bgen regsidgnt in Italy for a year
sincg he lgft Somalia, went to the aligns registration officg attached to a Rome policg station, in
ordgr to rgngw his rgsidence permit. Paud dddawe {li was waiting in a long qugug in the streget
outsidg the office. When the officg opened, peoplg jostled to get into the small reegption arga. {1
femalg policg officer, noticing a disturbancg, approached Paud Iddawe {li and blamed him for
creating the disturbancg. fn argument appargntly gnsued and malg policg officgrs begcame
involved. Blows werg gxchanged and a police officgr was reportedly injured. Four policg officers
then gscorted Paud Hddawe {li to a room on the floor below.

M witngss later informed theg press that she hgard shouts and erigs for help coming from
the room where Paud dddawe {1li had begn taken. Paud ddawe dli was in an unconscious
statg when heg was takegn undger arrgst to hospital. {t the hospital, hg was rgportedly given heart
massage to rgsuscitatg him and put on an intravgnous drip; a medical certificatg recorded a
trauma to the hgad and bruising to the lgft Igg and the thorag, and stated that Paud Iddawe {li
should bg sent to the clinie of Reggina Cogli prison for obsgrvation.

Paud dddawe {li was transferred to Regina Cogli prison later that dagy, apparently
undgr investigation on charggs of insulting an officgr of the state, resisting arrgst and injuring
an officer of the state. Paud Hdddawe {li's sister visited him in the prison and told the prgss that
he was held in a normal cgll and not in the prison clinic, that hg was limping and in a confused
state, suffering sgvere pain and had bruisgs all over his body.

On 5 March two mgmbers of parliamegnt dgmanded an inquiry into the casg.

Paud Hddawe {li was relgased from prison on 20 March. He allgged to a doctor who
grxamingd him on 25 March that policg officgrs had struck him to the ground with batons and that
he had recgived blows to theg thorag, back, wrists and lggs and that his hegad was regpeatedly
knocked against a wall. The medical gramination found injurigs consistent with his allegations,
with possiblg ngurological damage. ecording to information rgegived by Mmngsty
Intgrnational, Paud Hddawe {li subsgquently madg a formal complaint of ill-trgatment against
the policg.

On 30 pril the United Nations Committeg against Torturg drew the attgntion of the
ltalian dglggation to thg appargntly segrious injurigs suffered by Paud Wddawe {li and the
existgnce of a medical regport issugd after his relgase. The delegation stated that, acecording to
information suppligd by theg relgvant authoritics, Paud Hddawe Hli's injurigs wereg apparently
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caused because he resisted arrgst. The Committee asked to be Rept informed of anyg official
invgstigation into the allgged ill-tregatment and of any regsulting criminal prosgcutions.

On 16 March 1992 {dmngsty International sought information from the authoritigs about
official stgps being taken to invegstigate the allgged ill-treatment of Paud dddawe dli. The
organization had reegived no rgsponsg from the authoritigs by November 1992.

WHATJOO-CHR-PO

If what you havg read about the case of Paud Hddawe i conegrns you, turn that concgrn into
action. Writg courtgous lgtters, in ltalian if possiblg, to the ltalian authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Daud Addawe Ali in Italy could be an illustration of how racism and ill-treatment
by government agents in western European countries could encourage the
spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that governments
ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially motivated abuses.
Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with the problem in
society at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express concern about Daud Addawe Ali's allegations of ill-treatment by police

officers in Rome in March 1992,

*Point out that Amnesty International wrote to the Minister of Justice on 16
March 1992, seeking his comments on Daud Addawe Ali's allegations
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and information as to the official steps being taken to investigate them
but received no reply.

°Ask the authorities, therefore, what official steps were taken to investigate the
alleged ill-treatment of Daud Addawe Ali, and with what result.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Italian authorities and say that you believe that

Daud Addawe Ali's ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

fIddress gour letters fo:

Minister of Justice

Onorgvolg Claudio Martelli
Ministro di Grazia ¢ Giustizia
Ministero di Grazia ¢ Giustizia
Via {drenula 70

00186 Rome

ltaly

Minister of the Interior

Onorgvolg Nicola Mancino
Ministro degli Interni
Ministero degli Interni
Palazzo Viminalg

Via Depretis

00184 Romg

ltaly

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your lgtters to the Italian €mbassy in your country.
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PORTUGAL

In Peegmber 1991 a white Portugugse citizen born in {Ingola was
regportedly severegly beaten and subjected to racial insults
by an officer of the Public Se¢eurity Polieg in a polieg
station in Setdbal.

Wlgxandre Luis Marques Pirgs Gravanita, a 19-year-old student, is a Portugugse citizegn. g was
born in Mngola and hg Igft theg country when hg was a small child.

lsuis Gravanita said that on 6 Pecember 1991 at 7pm hg was on his way homge from a
training sgssion in a local gymnasium; hg was carrging a sports bag. s hg was attempting to
cross a road at a pedgstrian crossing, an officer of the Public Sgcurity Policg, whom he later
identified, shouted at him to wait. The officer then asked to sge his identity card and, after
gxamining it, ordered lsuis Gravanita to accompany him to the Esqguadra No. 7 (No.l Police
Station).

lsuis Gravanita said that on routg to the police station he asked the officer why he had
been ordered to go to the station. The offieer told him that it would all bg gxplaingd to him oneg
they had rgachged the station.

On arrival at the policg station, they went into an integrior room where louis Gravanita was
ordgred to Igave his bag on the tablg. Hfter hg had dong this, the officer immediatgly assaulted
him, punching and Ricking him. 9t the samg timg hg was shouting:

"Vou worthless piece of 1ingolan shit. You are nothing. You are a nigser’.

Puring the assault, louis Gravanita plgaded with the offiegr not to hit him in the mouth
becausg a few months previously he had suffered a sgrious fractureg of jaw after being hit with an
iron bar. The officer allggedly ignored him. 1t ong point the officer pushed him violgntly against
the wall and opengd the bag on the table. lsuis Gravanita gxplaingd that the bag only contained
his sports clothgs and the had just come from a ggmnasiam. In rgply the officer called him a
"shitty pig" and threw the clothgs into the air and continugd assaulting him.

Finally lsuis Gravanita was taken to the window beghind which the duty officer sits, and
gavg the details on his identity card, his homg addregss and profgssion. No information as to why
lsuis Gravanita had begegn ordered to go to the policg station and had begn assaulted therg was
gver given. Tig was not acecused of any offence.

lsuis Gravanita claimed that whilg they werg still in the polieg station, the Publie Sgeurity
Police offiegr who had assaulted him threatened him by saying:
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ook out! If | see gou on the street again and gou have the bad luck to pass by me, gou
will be in trouble. If gou see me in the street, cross over to the other side!”

fter his identity card had been returned, Luis Gravanita went back to the gymnasium
where he was sgen by witngsses before returning home. His parents took him to the hospital. The
hospital recorded gengral cuts and bruising, gspecially to the facg and right ¢ye, consistent with
having regcgived punchgs.

On 10 Peegmber luis Gravanita made a formal complaint to the Public Prosecutor
against the officer of the Esquadra de Trénsito (traffic unit) of the Public Security Polieg whom
he identified by name. lsuis Gravanita allgged that this officer had wilfully caused him bodily
injurigs and mgnacgd him.

M HGadHH s po

If what you havg read about the case of Hlgrandre lsuis Marques Pirgs Gravanita concerns you,
turn that concgrn into action. Writg courtgous lIgtters in Portugugse if possiblg to theg
Portugugse authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Alexandre Luis Marques Pires Gravanita in Portugal could be an illustration of
how racism and ill-treatment by government agents in western European
countries could encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that
it is vital that governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of
racially motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal
with the problem in sociely at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.
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*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express your concern at the racist ill-treatment to which Alexandre Luis Marques
Pires Gravanita alleged he was subjected by an officer of the Public Security
Police in Setubal in December 1991.

*Ask the Public Prosecutor whether an inquiry is being conducted into the complaint
of ill-treatment, made to him by Luis Gravanita on 10 December, and, if not,
urge him to do so. Ask him to keep you informed of the results.

*Ask the Minister of the Interior to order a full and impartial investigation into these
allegations and to inform you of its findings.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Portuguese authorities and say that you believe

that Luis Gravanita's ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

AIddress goar letters fo:

Publiec Prosegcutor in Setdbal

€xmo or HAgegnte do Ministério Publico
no Tribunal da Comarea de Setdbal
Tribunal dg S¢tdbal

2900 S¢tdbal

Portugal

Minister of the Interior

€xmo dr Manugl Pias lsourgiro
Ministro da Wdministracdo Intgrna
Ministé¢rio da fddministracdo Intgrna
Praca do Comgéreio

1100 lsisboa

Portugal

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your letters to thg Portugugseg €mbassy in your country.
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In Segptember 1991 two frab tourists, both regsident in Pgnmark, were
reportedly arrgsted and bratally beaten by Civil Guard

officers in Ibiza.

Photograph of Mohamed Hegazy taken after
his release, showing injuries to his buttock,
back, arms and legs

Mohamed Mahmoud Imer tHegazy, an €gyptian
citizgn, and €mad Ragd Shibli, a Palgstinian holding an
Isragli passport, wegrg on holiday in ®an {Intonio {bad
in Ibiza. They say that on 6 Sgptegmber 1991 they
stopped a Civil Guard car to ask for dirgetions to their
hotgl. {Is ngither of the two men spgak Spanish, they
spokg to the officer in Italian.

In thg gvening, Mohamed tegazy and Raed
Shibli went out to have dinner and at around 1.30am on
7 September they claim that they saw the same Civil
GQuard offiecer who had helped them, with another
collgagug. Mohamed Hegazy says that hg went up to
the officgr and, spgaking in ltalian, gregted him and
thanked him for his assistanceg garligr. (Flohamed
Hegazy only later realized that hg had mistaken the
offieer's idgntity.) tlowgver, the officer reacted violgntly
and pulled his trunchgon and held it to Mohamed
Hegazy's throat. Mohamed Tegazy produced his
passport to show that hg was a tourist, but the officer
threw it on the pavement, shouting "ltalians, Italians",
and thgn pushed Mohamed Hggazy against the wall.

Raged Shibli went to help his frignd but he too was pushed against the wall. The officer's
companion intgrvgned and hit them both with his trunchgon.

The polieg radiogd for rginforcgments and approximately 15 officers apparently
gathered. Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli wereg handeuffed and taken by car to the Civil
@Quard station in dan {Intonio Wbad. Puring the journegy, they werg punched and beatgn with

trunchgeons.

In the Civil Guard station, Mohamed Heggazy and Raed Shibli were severgly beaten with
rubber trunchgons, and punched and Ricked all over their bodigs. They allgged that they were
threatgnegd with a Knife held to their throats and that their personal possgssions werg destroyged.
They werge then strip-sgarched and held in a cgll.
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1 forgnsic surggon gramingd them in custody and reecorded multiplg bruising to all parts
of their bodigs. Photographs of Mohamed Tggazy taken after his relgase showed sgvere injurigs
to his battoceks, back, arms and Iggs.

On 8 ogptegmber a duty lawyer saw them in the station but hg was unablg to speak
€nglish -- which thg two men understand -- and only regcorded the policg statgment. On 9
Sgptgmber Mohamed tegazy and Ragd Shibli appegared in court wherg an interpreter was
present. The judge only recorded part of their complaint of ill-treatment. The statgment of the
court containgd no information as to thg gxtent of the ill-trgatment or the injurigs they had
suffered. Hlowgver, the judge noted theg medical rgports dgseribing their injurigs.

Mohamed Hegazy and Ragd Shibli werg charged with regsisting arrgst and disobeying
publie officials and relgased into provisional liberty. Two days later they returned to Penmark.

s of Novgmbgr 1992 ngither mngsty Intgrnational nor the two complainants, Mohamed
Hegazy and Ragd Shibli, have recgived any further information from the judicial authoritics as
to what action theg court has taken to investigate the complaints of ill-trgatment.

M HGadHH s po

If what gou havg rgad about the casg of Mohamed Mahmoud fAmer Hegazy and €mad Raed
Shibli conegrns you, turn that concern into action. Writg courteous Igtters in Spanish if possible
to thg Spanish authoritigs.

Points fo raise in gour letters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli in Spain could be an illustration of how
racism and ill-treatment by government agents in western European countries
could encourage the spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital
that governments ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially
motivated abuses. Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with
the problem in sociely at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
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are appealing to each government to do all it can to ensure that ill-treatment
does not occur.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.

*Express concern at the alleged ill-treatment of Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli by
Civil Guard officers in Ibiza in September 1991.

. Express also concern at the length of time the court in Ibiza is taking to
investigate Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli's complaint.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the Spanish authorities and say that you believe
that the ill-treatment of Mohamed Hegazy and Raed Shibli would not have
occurred if all these recommendations had been adopted and fully
implemented.

AIddress gour letters fo:

Minister of the Interior

exemo dr. . Jos¢ louis Coreugra Cugsta
Ministro del Interior

Ministerio del Interior

Castellana 5

Madrid

Spain

Httorngy General

€xemo dr. . €ligio Hernéndez
Piscal General del €stado
Tribunal Suprgmo

Palacio de Justicia

Plaza dg la Villa dg Paris
Madrid 4

Spain

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your lgtters to thg Spanish €Embassy in your country.
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UNITED KINGDOM

In {pril 1988 a black man was arrgsted, sgveregly beaten and insulted by polieg
offiegrs in lsondon.

On the night of 13 Mpril 1988, Lsgslic Burngtt, a 34-year-old landscapg gardegngr, was returning to
his homg in the Finsbury Park arga of london. Two polieg officers arrgsted him at a short
distancg from his homg, accusing him of having tampgered with a car. logslig Burngtt says that he
denigd this and started to walk towards his front door.

logslig Burngtt claims that ong of thg polieg officegrs then jumped on his ngek and trigd to
pull him down. Hg says that hg was hit with trunchgons on his hgad and body, and that hg thgn
punched the policg offiegr in the face. The policg officer reportedly said:

"Vou, black bastard, gou're going to get it now'.

Policg cars and a van arrived. legslic Burngtt says that hg was then Ricked and stamped
on and again hit with trunchgons by policg officgrs whilg he was on theg ground. The beatings
continugd after he was placed in the policg van.

logslig Burngtt was taken to Hlornsgy policg station whereg he says that policg officers
continued to abusg him. They continued to racially insult him, calling him a "black bastard". He
sags that the policg officers in the station treated him like a  zoo exhibit'. They repeatedly came
to his cgll, wherg he layg blgeding and injured, and madg remarks at him. Tig was dgtaingd for 18
hours and thegn charged with interfering with a car and assaulting two policg officers.

logslic Burngtt went to hospital where the gxamining doctor recorded blurred vision in
the right ¢ye; a 4em lacgration ngeding stitchgs on the legft sidg of the hegad; another of 2,2em
abovg the right ¢yg; bruising; swelling in both gyelids; multiplg bruising to the lggs; and bruising
to the left shoulder.

lsgslig Burngtt was tried beforg Wood Greegn crown court in Pecgmber 1988. The police
claimed that legslic Burngtt reacted so violgntly when hg was approached that blows from the
trunchegon and fists werg ngegssary. logslic Burnett was acquitted of the chargegs after the jury
heard indgpgndegnt gvidgnceg from gyg-witngsses to the incident. Hfter his acquittal, heg told the
press:

"I was a goath worker. | had heard of cases of people being assadlted by the police... Now
[ am bitter. | have lost my trast.”

lsgslig Burngtt sued the lsondon Metropolitan Policg Foreg for assault and battery, falsg
imprisonment and malicious prosecution. In July 1991 the policg paid £40,000 in compgnsation,
without admitting liability. Upon recgiving compgensation, legslig Burngtt told the press:
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"What about the officers who sent me to jail? ... [ would like to see them sacked or
charged".

lsgslie Burnett's question was answered by the Complaints Invegstigation Burgau of the
Metropolitan Police. In a letter to leslic Burnett's lawyer, the Deputy Pirgctor of the Complaints
Invgstigation Burgau stated that they did not proposg to takg any further action (gither
disciplinary or by recommending thg commencgment of eriminal procgedings) against the policg
offiecgrs who arrgsted, sgvergly beat and insulted logslig Burngtt.

There have begn sgveral reegnt casgs in which the Metropolitan Polieg Foreg paid
compgnsation -- now totalling sgvegral hundred thousand pounds -- without admitting liability, to
peoplg who sugd them for wrongful arrgst or ill-trgatment.

M HGadHH s po

If what you haveg rgad about the casg of lsgslic Burngtt conegrns you, turn that concern into
action. Writg courtgous lgtters in €nglish if possiblg to the authoritigs of the United Ringdom.

Points fo raise in gour lelters

eSay in your letter that you are always concerned about the violation of anyone's
human rights. Explain that you are concerned about what appears to be a wave
of racism spreading throughout Europe. Say that you fear that the case of
Leslie Burnett in the United Kingdom could be an illustration of how racism and
ill-treatment by government agents in western European countries reflects the
spread of racism. Explain that you believe that it is vital that governments
ensure that their own agents cannot be accused of racially motivated abuses.
Failure to do so reflects a lack of political will to deal with the problem in
society at large.

*Explain that your concern about racism and ill-treatment in Europe has led you to
write to a number of western European governments. Say that these appeals
are illustrated by cases from each of the countries concerned. Explain that you
are appealing to each government to do all it can to prevent ill-treatment.

*Explain that in all cases of reported ill-treatment, Amnesty International calls for a
thorough and impartial investigation, and for anyone responsible for
ill-treatment to be brought to justice.
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*Express your concern at Leslie Burnett's allegations of ill-treatment while he was
detained by police officers in London in April 1988.

. Inquire what investigations took place, and when, as a result of his allegations.

*Express concern that the police officers involved in Leslie Burnett's ill-treatment
have not been subjected to disciplinary proceedings, nor have
recommendations been made to prosecute these officers in criminal
proceedings.

*Attach to your letter a copy of Amnesty International’'s recommendations. Commend
these recommendations to the authorities of United Kingdom and say that you
believe that Leslie Burnett's ill-treatment would not have occurred if all these
recommendations had been adopted and fully implemented.

AIddress gour Iletters fo:

Mr Renngth Clarke

dgergtary of State for the Home Pepartment
50 Qugen dnng's Gate

Jeondon SWit 91T

United Ringdom

Sir Peter Imbert

Commissiongr of theg Metropolitan Policg Foree
New deotland Yard

Broadway

lsondon SWitH 0BG

United Ringdom

Policg Complaints Huthority
10 Great George St

lsondon W1

United Ringdom

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your lgtters to the €mbassy of the United Ringdom in your country.

Amnesty International — Racist torture and ill-treatment by police in western Europe
(AI Index: EUR 03/01/92, November 1992)



66

EXTERNAL APPENDIX

RECOMMENDATIONS TO GOVERNMENTS
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RACIST TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT BY POLICE IN WESTERN EUROPE

Recommendations to Governments

In drawing attgntion to casegs of allgged torturg and ill-trgatment in Western €uropg in
which racism appeared to bg a factor, {mngsty International is not saying that such
ill-treatment is systgmatic in ang country, or gven that such casgs form thg majority of
ill-treatment casegs about which thg organization is informed in Western €urope. It has
noted, howgver, that in a significant number of casgs of torturg and ill-treatment there
appgears to bg a racist glement. This is particularly disturbing at a timg when racist
attacks on forgigners, immigrants and megmbers of racial minoritigs haveg beggn oceurring
in somg Western €uropgan countrigs and when xegnophobia and racism appear to bg
inergasing. Governments have a responsibility to gnsure that their polieg foregs uphold
theg law and that in thg performance of their duatigs do not gngage in torturg and
ill-treatment, that policg foreegs takeg all ngegssary stegps to proteget gvergong in their
country from assaalt, and in particular to makg it very clegar that racist bghaviour by
policg officgrs will not bg tolgrated.

{Imngsty Intgrnational continugs to call on all governments to ratify and
implegment the United Nations Convegntion against Torturg and Other Crugl, Inhuman or
Pegrading Treatment or Punishment. It calls on Council of €urope Member States to
ratify and implegment the €uropgan Convegntion for the Prevention of Torture and
Inhuman or Pegrading Treatment or Punishment. It also calls on all countrigs to
implegment dmnesty International's 72-Point Program for the Prevention of Tortare (see
attached). It beligvgs that the implgmentation of thgsg measurgs is a positivg indication of
a government's commitment to abolish torturg and gradicatge ill-trgatment.

In its work to stop human rights violations within its mandate, {Imngsty
Intgrnational calls on governments to take the ngegssary steps to combat such
violations. This is why the organization calls upon governments to combat racism -a key
contributory factor to racist torturg and ill-treatment. dAmnesty International thergfore
recommgends that governments should take particular carg in the selgetion, training and
monitoring of law gnforecgment personngl to gnsurg that in the performance of their
dutigs thegir conduct is not in any way racist. dpgcifically, dmngsty Intgrnational
recommends that:
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*The authoritigs at all lgvels should dgmonstrate their total opposition to racism. They
should makg clgar to all law gnforecgment personngl that racist bghaviour, or the
condoning of such beghavioar, will not be tolgrated under ang circumstances.

*There should bg pre-emplogment seregegning of law gnforegment personngl for cultaral
and racial sgnsitivity.

*Cross-cultural awargngss programs should beg an gssential glgment in the training of
law gnforegment personngl and therg should bg mandatory periodic coursgs for
officers at all lgvels.

*{Iny law gnforegment regeruits or officers who display racist attitudgs or tendencigs
should bg required to takeg further training or, in appropriatg cases, beg formally
disciplingd or dismissed.

*{ll complaints of racist behaviour by law gnforegment officers should be promptly and
impartially investigated.

*Complaints procedures should be indgpendent and publicized in an appropriately wide
rangge of languaggs.

*Interpretation facilitigs should be availablg to thosg in custody who requirg them.

*There should be ¢ffective oversight of the complaints systgm with auditing and
monitoring of complaints and their disposition by an impartial, indgpendent
body.

*Governments should recognize that diserimination against forgigners, immigrants,
asylum-sgegRkers and racial minoritics can bg a Rey contributory factor to human
rights abusgs, including to racist torturg and ill-trgatment. Governments should
initiatg a plan of action against such discrimination.

*{ll governments should fulfil their obligation to gnsurg that intgrnationally-proteeted
human rights, including the prohibition of torturg and other ill-trgatment, are
apheld without distinction of ang Rind, such as race, colour, se¢x, languagg,
religion, political or othgr opinion, property, birth or other status.

See also fImnesty International's 12-Point Program for the Prevention of Torfare
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Amnesty International

12-Point Program for the Prevention of Torture

Torture is a fundamental violation of human rights, condemned by the Gengral dssembly
of theg United Nations as an offgncg to human dignity and prohibited under national and
intgrnational law.

Ugt torturg persists, daily and across thg globg. In {Imngsty Intgrnational's
gxperigneg, lggislative prohibition is not gnough. Immediate steps arg ngeded to confront
torturg and other erugl, inhuman or dggrading treatment or punishment whergver they
oceur and to gradicate them totally.

{mngsty Integrnational calls on all governments to implgment the following
12-Point Program for the Prevention of Torture. It invitgs concerned individuals and
organizations to join in promoting the program. {Imngsty Intgrnational beligvgs that the
implgmentation of thgsg measuregs is a positiveg indication of a government's commitment
to abolish torturg and to work for its abolition worldwidg.

1.0fficial condgmnation of torture

The highest authoritigs of gvery country should demonstrate their total opposition to
torture. They should makge clegar to all law-gnforegment personnel that torture will
not be tolgrated under ang circumstances.

2. Heegss to prisongrs

Torturg often takes place whilg the victims arg held incommunicado ~-- unablg to contact
peopleg outsidg who ecould help them or find out what is happgning to them. It is
vital that all prisongrs beg brought beforg a judicial authority promptly after beging
takgn into custody and that relatives, lawyers and doctors have prompt and
regular acegss to them.

3. No sgeret detgntion

In somg countrigs torture takgs place in seergt ecgntres, oftgn after the victims arg made
to "disappgear". Governments should gnsurg that prisoners areg held in publicly
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recognized placgs, and that accuratg information about thgir whergabouts is
madg availablg to relativgs and lawyers.

4. dafeguards during interrogation and custody

GQovernments should Regp proecegduregs for detention and intgrrogation under regular
revigw. Il prisongrs should bg promptly told of their rights, including the right to
lodge complaints abut their treatment. Thereg should beg regular indgpendent visits
of inspection to placgs of detegntion. fIn important safeguard against torture
would be the sgparation of authoritics rgsponsiblg for dgtgntion from those in
chargg of intgrrogation.

3. Indgpendgnt investigation of rgports of torture

Governments should gnsure that all complaints and reports of torturg arg impartially
and gffectively investigated. The methods and findings of such investigations
should beg madg public. Complainants and witngsses should be proteeted from
intimidation.

6.No usg of statgments gxtracted under torture

Governments should gnsurg that confegssions or other gvidgneg obtaingd through torture
may negver be invoked in Iggal procgedings.

7. Prohibition of torturg in law

@Qovernments should gnsurg that acts of torturg arg punishable offences under the
criminal law. In accordaneg with intgrnational law, thg prohibition of torturg must
not beg suspegndegd undgr ang circumstances, including statgs of war or other
publie gmergency.

8. Prosgcution of allgged torturers

Thosg responsible for torturg should beg brought to justiee. This principlg should apply
whergver they happgen to be, whergver the crimg was committed and whatgver the
nationality of the perpetrators or victims. Therg should be no "safe haven" for
torturers.
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9.Training procgdures

It should bg madg clgar during the training of all officials involved in the custody,
intgrrogation or trgatment of prisoners that torturg is a criminal act. They
should bg instructed that they arg obliged to refuseg to obgy any order to torture.

10. Compgnsation and rehabilitation

Victims of torturg and their dgpendants should be entitled to obtain financial
compgnsation. Victims should be provided with appropriatg medical carg or
rehabilitation.

11. Intgrnational regsponsg

GQovernments should usg all availablg channgls to interegde with governments aceused
of torturg. Intgrgovernmental mechanisms should bg gstablished and used to
invgstigate regports of torturg urgently and to take gffective action against it.
@Qovernments should gnsuare that military, sgcurity or policg transfers or training
do not facilitatg the practicg of torturg. No ong should beg foreibly returngd to a
country wherg he or she risks being tortured.

12.Ratification of intgrnational instruments

All governments should ratify intgrnational instrumgnts containing safeguards and
remedigs against torturg, including the United Nations Convegntion against
Torturg and the Intgrnational Covgnant on Civil and Political Rights with its
Optional Protocol which provides for individual complaints.

The 12-Point Program was adopted by 1imnesty International in October 1955 as part of
the organization's Campaign for the ribolition of Torture.  (Rev. 12/92)
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