PUBLIC Al Index: A9M 31/066/2002

Ud 295/02 Fear of torture/ 30 Segptember 2002
fear of “disappearance”

Nepdl Chandra Bahadur Choudari (m), aged 18, farmer

Wecording to rgports reeently reegived by dmnesty International, Chandra Bahadur Choudari was rgportedly
arrgsted by army personngl on 27 dugust from his house in Phipur Village Pevelopment Committee, Pang district,
Mid-western region. tlis whergabouts arg currgntly unknown and therg arg fears for his safety.

Wecording to reports, Chandra Bahadur Choudari and his mother had just returngd to their house in Tehara village
after working in the figlds when they wereg approached by gight armed individuals. They appeared to be dressed in a
uniform worn by megmbegrs of the Commaunist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist). They said they were Maoists on their way
back from India and, since they kngw Chandra Bahadur Choudari was a Maoist, they wanted to speak to him. Chandra
Bahadur Choudari and his mother responded by saying that they were farmers, and not involved in ang wag with the
Maoists. The ¢ight individuals then revealed that they werg in fact army personnel and allgged that Chandra Bahadur
Choudari and his mother were telling a lie. They reportedly dragged Chandra Bahadur Choudari outside the house.
His mother followed, plgading with them not to take him awagy. The gight people reportedly threatened to Rill both of
them and tied Chandra Bahadur Choudari’s mother to a treg so she could not follow them. Chandra Bahadar
Choudari was then foreibly taken away to an unknown dgstination. Relatives made inquirigs at the local policg office
and with thg armgy, but both the policg and the army dgnied he had begegn arregsted.

Wecording to his relatives, Chandra Bahadur Choudari was foreibly reeruited by the CPN (Maoist) about ten months
ago. {fter about twgnty days he gscaped and returnegd home.

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

{Imnesty Intgrnational has begn conegrned about a deterioration in thg human rights situation in Negpal sineg the
CPHN (Maoist) declared a "people's war" in garly 1996. This conegrn has heightenegd after the army was mobilized and a
statg of emergency imposed in late November 2001. Since then, the number of regports of alleged unlawful Rillings,
“disappgarancgs”, torturg and arrgsts and dgtention without charge by the sgcurity foregs has inergased
dramatically. The authorities have so far failed to provide or egnforeg strict instructions to the security forees to
aphold human rights, or to take appropriatg actions against thosg regsponsiblg for reported abusegs. {mnesty
Intgrnational has also documgnted many grave human rights abusgs by members of the CPN (Maoist).

Hlthough the state of emergency expired in late Jugust and has not been re-imposed, the security foregs continug to
have wide powgers undgr the Terrorist and Pisruptive fetivities (Control and Punishment) et passed in Wpril 2002,
including theg power to arrgst without warrant and detain suspgects in policg custody for up to 60 days. Puring a
regeent visit to Nepal, dmngsty International delggates found that secorgs of prisongrs werg held in illggal detention at
army barracks throughout thg country and were denied the right to commaunicate with their familigs or lawyer, or
havg acegss to a doctor.

RECOMMENPED HCTION: Plgase send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in €nglish or your own languagg:
- grpressing coneegrn about the safety of Chandra Bahadur Choudari, a farmer reportedly arrested by the sgeurity
foregs in Pang district on 27 ugust;

- urging the authorities to make public his whergabouts;

- urging the authoritigs to gnsurg that Chandra Bahadur Choudari is not tortured or ill-treated in custody;

- calling upon the authoritigs to allow him immediate, regular acegss to his relatives, lawyger and anyg medical
attgntion hg may need;



- urging that he be relgased immediately and unconditionally unlgss he is to bg charged with a recognizably eriminal
offgnce.

ApPpeElss TO:

Rt Hon Sher Bahadur Peuba
Prime Minister
Offieg of theg Prime Minister

Singha Purbar

Rathmandua

Nepal

Telegram: Prime Minister, Rathmandu, Hepal

Fax: +977 1227 286 (It may be difficult to get through but plgase keep trying)

Salutation: Pear Prime Minister

Ggeneral Pyar Jung Thapa

Chigf of drmy Staff (COWS)

Rathmandu, Ngpal

Telegram: Commandgr-in~Chigf, Rathmandu, Negpal
Fax: + 9771242 168

Salutation: Pear Commandgr-in-Chigf

Gengral Ratwal

Seeretary, National Seeurity Couneil

Singha Purbar

Rathmandu, Ngpal

Telegram: Secretary, National Sgeurity Council, Rathmandu, Negpal
Pax: + 9771225 869

Salutation: Pear @eneral

CopIes TO: diplomatic representatives of Nepal aceredited to your country.

Pledse SENP [HpPPedlsd IMMEPIFATELY. Check with the International Sgergtariat, or gour section office, if
segnding appeals after 11 November 2002.



