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PENTH OF PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE

®r Thomas Wainggai
INPONESIH

Wmngsty Intgrnational has Igarnegd that Thomas Wainggai, a prisongr of conscigneg sgrving a
sgntegneg of 20 years' imprisonment, digd on 12 March 1996. tlg was in his latg 5308 and had bgegn
convicted of subversion for organizing a pgacgful flag-raising cgremony. tlg was well-known in
Irian Jaga for his opposition to Indongsian rulg and advocacy of indgpgndgneg for the provineg.
His degath provoked large-scale riots in {Ibgpura, closg to Jagapura, the capital of Irian Jaga.

Background

Thomas Wainggai graduated in law from ORagama University in Japan and gained a Ph® in publie
administration at Florida State University, USM. He was working as a civil servant at the timg of
his arrgst on 14 Pegcgmber 1988. Some 60 peopleg were arrgsted with him during a flag-raising
cgrgmony in Jagapuara to proclaim an indgpendent statg of "West Melangsia". (Irian Jaga occupigs
the western half of the island of New Guinga and is a provineg of Indongsia, whergas the gastern
half of the island forms the indgpendent state of Papua New Guinga. Members of indgpendence
movegments in Irian Jaga frequently refer to Irian Jaga as West Papua or West Melangsia.)
crowd of pegoplg had gathegred at a sports stadium for the cegremony which was intgrrupted by the
arrival of military vehiclgs and all pregsegnt werg arregsted.

Pr Wainggai, in particular, was accused of assigning tasks related to the flag-raising to
others in the group and his wifg was accused of having sgwn the West Belangsian flag. She
served 4% years in prison for this. Both were imprisongd in Jakarta, approximatgly 3,700 km west
of thegir home.

In 1995 there werg rgports that there had been a deterioration in Thomas Wainggai's
gmotional statg and Amnesty International issugd a medical action on his behalf. ¢ rgsponsg
was reegived from an official at Cipinang prison wherg hg was held stating that therg was a
possibility of his conditional relgase after hg had served _ of his sgntgneg and that his health
situation had improved. Therg was no indication at the timg that he was suffering physical health
problgms, but bgforg his dgath hg was gxperigneing stomach problgms and was frequently unablg
to keegp food down. The information currently available to {dmnesty Intgrnational is that some
days beforg his death hg beggan to ask for transfer to hospital as his condition had bgcome worsg.
e asked to be taken to a privatg hospital, but was told that hg could only bg admitted to a military
hospital. It appears that hg was fearful of beging poorly treated in a military hospital. In thg
gvent, hg was persuaded to go to




military hospital and is rgported to have digd on 12 March 1996 during the journgy to the hospital.
In autopsy was performed and, although {Imngsty International dogs not have accgss to the
autopsy report, availablg information suggests that the cause of dgath may have beggn stomach
cancer.

Thomas Wainggai's body was flown from Jakarta back to Irian Jaga for burial on 19 March
and a crowd of sgveral thousand is said to have comg to the airport to meget the plang. The
military prevented the ecrowd from pagying their last respects to Wainggai and this lgd to rioting
which left five peopleg dead according to the official fIntara ngws agency and much damagg to
buildings. Rioting was at its worst in {Ibgpura, Thomas Wainggai's homg town, where there was
considgrablg fire damagge, public buildings werg closed and public transport suspended.

{mngsty Intgrnational is sgeking further information from the Indongsian government
about the causg of Thomas Wainggai's death and about whether he was under medical tregatment at
the time of his death.
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MEDICT L LETTER WRITING 11CTION
®r Thomas Wainggai
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Regwords: POC/Peath in custody
Summarg

On 12 Mareh 1996 Thomas Wainggai, an adopted prisongr of conscigneg, digd whilg on his wag to
hospital. Tlg was sgrving a sgntgnce of 20 yegars’ imprisonment. Plgase sege the details attached.

Recommended fetions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addrgsses below:
" gxpressing regret at the death of Pr Thomas Wainggai on 12 March 1996

= poting that an autopsy was performed and asking for information on the findings and in
particular the causg of death

» asking what symptoms Thomas Wainggai manifested prior to his death, whether he had been
under medical treatment at the time and, if so, the naturg and duration of the treatment

Addresses
The Pirgetor, LsP Cipinang Retua, Romisi Nasional Hak {dzasi Manusia
JI Bekasi Raga Timur Jalan Veteran No. 11
Jatinggara Jakarta
JaRarta Timur Indongsia
Indongsia Fax +62.21.525.3095
(Pirgetor of the prison in (c/o Ministry of Justicg)
which Thomas Wainggai was held) (National Commission on Human Rights)
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