EXTERNAL AI Index: ASA 17/87/95

UA 245/95 Hunger Strike / Health Concern /
Prisoners of Conscience 25 October 1995

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC
OF CHINAChen Ziming and Wang Zhiong, husband and wife

Chen Ziming, a 43-ygar-old prisongr of conscigneg suffering from caneer, bggan a hungerstrike in
Beijing Prison No. 2 on 13 October 1995 in an attgmpt to persuade the authoritigs to provide him with
proper medical carg and to unblock his bank acecount to allow him to pay for his medical gxpenses. His
wife, Wang Zhihong, was arrgsted on 22 October whilg holding a peacgful protest calling for medical
treatment for her husband. The dgmonstration was held in Shuangriu Park in Beijing; the parents of
Chgn Ziming also participated.

BHACKGROUND INFORMATION

{fter a closed trial in 1991, Chen Ziming was sgntgneed to 13 gears' imprisonment for
"counter-regvolutionary” activitics and for allggedly masterminding the pro-dgmocracy dgmonstrations
of 4 Jung 1989. On 13 May 1994, Chen Ziming was relgased on medical parolg, officially becausg of a
"skin disgase", after having served four years of imprisonment.  Howgever on further medical
gramination, hg was found to be suffering from cancer, as well as skin, heart and liver ailments.

Surgical treatment for the cancer was carrigd out in November 1994 and subsegquently Chen was given
radiothgrapy whilg beging held undgr virtual housg arrgst. {Ifter holding a ong-day hungerstrike in
protest at the arrgsts of dissidents during the run-up to the sixth anniversary of the 1989 pro-dgmocracy
protests, Chen Ziming was re-imprisoned on 25 Jung and his personal belongings were confiscated.

Sineg then, Chen Ziming's medical records have reportedly disappeared from the hospital where they
werg kept and, on 27 dugust 1995, his bank account was frozegn by theg Public Sgeurity Buregau, thergby
degnging him thg means to pay for anyg ngegssary medical gxpensegs. Rgestrictions have been placed on
family visits and Chen Ziming's health continugs to deteriorate.

Beforg her arrgst in October, Wang Zhihong suffered a number of restrictions on her fregdom of
movgment. She was recently ordered by the Chingse authoritigs to Igave her home in Beijing and, for
the duration of the Fourth United Nations World Confergnce on Women, she was held with her husband
in Beijing Prison No. 2. She was relgased on 15 Sgptember 1995 after the Conferegnce had gnded (for
further information, sge dmnesty International WS 17/84/95: fHarassment and Sarveillance of the
FPamilies of Pissidents in China during the World Conference on Women).

RECOMMENDPED HACTION: Plgase send telggrams/teleres/faxes/express and airmail Igtters in €nglish,
Chingsg or in your own languagg:

- stating that the circumstancgs which lgd to Chen Ziming's decision to 8o on hunggrstrike areg of
gxtrgme concgrn, in particular that he is a prisongr of conscigneg, his health is deteriorating and he is
being dgnied proper medical carg;

- gxpressing conegern that Wang Zhihong has been arrgsted for carrging out a peaceful demonstration,
and urging that both Chen Ziming and his wife Wang Zhihong be relgased immediately and
unconditionally;

- appealing for the freeze on Chen Ziming's bank account to be lifted to allow him to buy gssential
medical suppligs.

dppedls TO:

Premier of the People's Republic of China
Ll Peng Zongli

GQuowuguan

9 Xihuangchgnggenbeijie

Beijingshi 100032

People's Republic of China




Telegxes: 210070 FMPRC CN or 22478 MFERT CN
Telggram: Premier Li Peng, Beijing, China
Salutation: Your Exegligney

Pirgetor of the Prison ddministration Pepartment (formerly the Reform-Through-labour
Hdministration) of the Ministry of Justice of the People's Republie of China

Y0 Yanhui Juzhang

lsaodong Gaizao Gongzuo Guanliju

14 Pongchang'anlu

Pongchengqu

Beijingshi 100741

People's Republie of China

Faxes: + 86 10 408 1046

Telggram: Pirgctor of the Reform-Through-lsabour ddministration of the Ministry of Justice, Beijing,
China

Salutation: Pear Pirgctor

Minister of Public Health of the People's Republie of China

CtleN Minzhang Buzhang

Weishgngbu

44 Houhai Beigan, Gulou Xidajig

Beijingshi

People's Republic of China

Telgxes: 210070 PMPRC CN (add: please forward to Public Health Minister Chen Minzhang)
Telggram: Minister of Publie Sgeurity Chen Minzhang, Beijing, China

Salutation: Your Exegllgney

COpIes TO: diplomatie regpresentatives of the People's Republic of China aceredited to your country.

PlLedsSe SENP APPEedlsd IMMEPIHNTELY. Check with the Intgrnational Sgergtariat, or gour segetion
officg, if sgnding appgals after 6 Decgmber 1995.



