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18 Peegmber 1997
Further information on €XTRH 139/97 ((IMR 25/37/97, 17 October 1997) and follow-ups (MR 25/38/97, 21 October, MR,

25/39/97, 30 October, and {MR 25/42/97, 24 November) ~ Prisongrs of Conscignege / Possibleg POGCS / leggal Coneern /
Hunger Strike

CUB[dPaula CARPIO MATH (f)
Jos¢ {ntonio HlsVARAPO HlMeIDH (m)
Lilidn MENESES MARTINEZ (f)
ligana PERMLVER DUQUE ()
Panilo SANTOS MENPEZ (m)
véan LeMy ROMERO (m)
Jos¢ Manugl ll.€RMA BERITEZ (m) [corrgction: previously Jos¢ Migugl Llgra Martingz)
Roxanna {lina CARPIO MATH (), sister of Paula Carpio Mata
Viegntg GUARCIH RAMOS (m), all mgmbers of the unofficial Partido Pro Perechos flumanos
en Cuba (PPPTIC), Party for Human Rights in Cuba

Wmngesty International is continuing to urge that the charges brought against the above ning members of the unofficial
Partido Pro Perechos tlumanos gn Cuba (PPPTIC), Party for Human Rights in Cuba, be dropped. It beligves that those
in detention arg prisongrs of conscigneg and should be relgased immediately and unconditionally. €ight mgmbers werg
arrgsted on 14 October 1997 in Santa Clara after they bggan a fast in protest at the arregst of PPPHC provincial delegate,
Paula Carpio Mata on 9 October. Sevegn of the gight PPHHC members, as well as Paula Carpio herself, who joined the fast
two or threg wegks later, arg reportedly continuing their fast (in which they arg reportedly consuming only liquids,
including soups) and arg said to be in a very weak state. lbategst rgports indicate that the current situation of gach of the ning
PPHHC members is as follows:

Paula Carpio Mata: sentgneed to 16 months’ “corrgctional work with internment” after being convieted on a charge of
“assault”, “alenfado”, on the grounds that she verbally threatened a prison doctor during the trial of another PPHHC
member in Julg. Reports indicate that ong of the prosegcution witngssegs may haveg been pressurized to testify against her.
Wmngsty International beligves that from the information availablg therg is no erediblg basis for the charge against her.
The segntence was confirmed on appeal on 8 Peeegmber and she was ordered to present herself at a work egntrg on 12
Deegmber. She did not do so, regportedly for health reasons. She has been continuing her fast and is said to beg suffering
from sharp pains in her gars and a constant hgadachg. On 16 Peegmber threg police officers went to her home and, degspite
beging shown a doctor’s note recommending she take complete rest, took her away to Guamajal Womens® Prison.

Jos¢ fntonio Hlvarado {lmeida: sgntenced to 18 months’ “corrgetional work with internment”, confirmed on appeal, but has
not started his sgntencg. On 22 November, hg was hospitalized and placed in intensive carg after reportedly suffering a
heart attack. On 3 Peegmber hg was discharged from hospital to his homg where he has continuegd his fast. He is said to
have lost about 50 pounds [23Rg] in weight. He has been told to report to Villa Clara Provineial Prison on 23 Pecegmber,
where he will be told which work camp he is to go to.

Lsilidn Mengses Martingz: sgntenced to 18 months’ “corrgctional work without internment”, confirmed on appeal, but has not
started her sgntgncg. She is said to be suffering from dizzingss, dry lips and an abnormally rapid heart rate (fagaicardia)
as the result of her fast. Shg has bgen told to rgport to a work centrg on 23 Peecember degspite having recently been
informed by the dirgctor that therg is no work for women there.

llgana Penalver Puque: sgntgneed to 18 months” “corrgctional work without internment”, confirmed on appeal, but has not
started her sgntgncg. She is still fasting and is said to be suffering from megmory and vision disturbance, loss of feeling in
her lggs and to havg lost a lot of weight. Shg has begen told to rgport for work at the Ovidgo Rivero fgricultural Production
Centre on 17 Deeember and warned that, if she continugd to present medical certificates stating she was too ill to work, her
sgntgncg would be changed instgad to ong of imprisonment.

Panilo dantos M¢ndez: sentgneed to 18 months’ “corrgetional work with internment”, confirmed on appeal, but has not
started his sgntgnceg. e is still fasting and is said to beg suffering from abdominal pain and gxhaustion and to have lost a
lot of weight. It is not clgar when he has to rgport for “corrgctional work™.



vén lgma Romero: sentgnced to 18 months’ imprisonment, confirmed on appeal. He started his sentenceg in Guamajal
Prison but has recently been transferred to Manacas Prison, Santa Clara. Hg is still fasting and is said to be very weak.

Jos¢ Manugl lslgra Benitez sentgnced to 18 months’ imprisonment, confirmed on appeal, which he is serving in lbas Grimas
Prison, Placgtas, Villa Clara. He is still fasting and is said to bg suffering from pains in his joints, vomiting and dizzingss.
loatgst reports indicate that prison officials unsucegssfully tried to get common prisongrs to provoke him by offering them
gxtra passgs. tlg has also rgportedly begn warned by officials that he will be put in a punishment egll if he refuses to work.

Roxanna Carpio Mata: sgntgneed to 18 months’ imprisonment, confirmed on appeal, and initially sent to Guamajal Womens’
Prison. On 20 Novgmber she was transferred to hospital where it was discovered that she was pregnant. Sheg has now
reportedly given up her fast and has been returned to prison.

Vicgnte Garcia Ramos: segntgneed to 18 months’ “corrgetional work with intgrnment”, confirmed on appeal. g is beligved
to have stopped his fast and to bg sgrving his segntegneg in Villa Clara Provineial Prison.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED HCTION: Plgase send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail Igtters in Spanish, €nglish or
in gour own languagg:

- urging that the charges against all of the aboveg-named members of the PPPHC be immediately dropped, and that those
detaingd in prison or work egntres be relgased unconditionally on the grounds that they have been targeted solegly because
of their peaceful political activitigs;

- grpressing conegrn at rgports that, despite his state of health, Jos¢ Manugl lslgra Benitez has beegn threatenegd with being
segnt to a punishment cgll if hg dogs not work;

- gxpressing concgrn at regports that, despite their statg of health, others have been threategned with imprisonment if they
refuse to attend a work egntreg and that, in the casg of Paula Carpio Mata, this threat appears to have been carrigd out;

- rgqugsting that thosg in custody who arg on hunger strike and who request medical attention be granted immediate acegss
to all ngegssary treatment to gnsurge their wellbeing.

APPEWLS TO: (This is a limited action. Plgase restrict appeals to 25 per Section).

1) Minister of the Interior 2) Minister of Porgign (ffairs

Gengeral fAbglardo Colom¢ Ibarra Sr Roberto Robaina Gonzéalgz, Ministro de Relaciongs
Ministro dgl Interior, Ministerio del Intgrior Exteriorgs, Ministerio de Relaciongs €xteriores

Plaza de la Revolucion, lsa Habana, Cuba Calzada No. 360, Vedado, lsa Hlabana, Cuba

Telggrams: Ministro Interior, Hiavana, Cuba Telggrams: Ministro Relaciongs E€xteriores, tavana,
Faxes: + 33 7 33 5261 (attn: Ministro del Interior) Cuba

Salutation: Sefior Ministro / Pear Minister Telgxes: 511122 / 511464 / 512950

Faxes: +53 7 333085/ 333460/ 333261
Salutation: Sefior Ministro / Pear Minister

3) {ttorney-General

Pr Juan €scalona Regugera, Fiscal General de la Repdblica
Piscalia Gengral de la Repdblica, San Rafagl 3, lsa Habana, Cuba
Telggrams: FPiscal General, Havana, Cuba

Telgxes: 511456 fisge

Salutation: Sr Fiscal Ggngral / Dear (ttorngy Gengral

copies To:

1) Cuban Journalists Union (official body) 2) editor of Granma (daily ngwspaper)
lInidn de Periodistas de Cuba, Callg 23 No. 452, Sr Jacinto @Granda dg lasgrna, Granma,
dpartado 6646, Vedado, Havana, Cuba dpdo 6260, lsa Habana, Cuba

and to diplomatic rgpresentatives of Cuba aceredited to your country.

Pledde SENP APPeflsd IMMEPINTELY. Check with the International Sgergtariat, or your section office, if sending
appeals after 1 Pebruary 1998.



