EXTERNML

Al Index: AMR 25/43/97
Pistrib: PG/SC

To: Medical profgssionals
From: Medical Office / Americas Regional Program
Patg: 28 November 1997

Further information on MEBICTL LETTER WRITING 11CTION
Pr PDesi MENPOZN Rivero

cusd
(See MR 25/28/97, 19 Hugust 1997; MR 25/40/97, 17 Hovember 1997)

Reywords

Theme: POC

Profegssion/association: doetor

Summarg

{Imnegsty Intgrnational has Igarnegd of theg sentegneg of gight years’ imprisonment imposed on ®r
Desi Mendoza in conngetion with a ceritiqug heg had madg of the handling of a dgngug fever
gpidgmic in Santiago dg Cuba in the gast of the country. The prosecution had called for a 13 gear
prison sgntgnce. g was reportedly accused during the sgntgncing hearing of having behaved in a
way which was "politically opposed to the Cuban social system". {l regards ®r Megndoza as a
prisongr of conscigneg and continugs to call for his relgase. Plgase sge details in the garlier
document AMR 25/40/97, 17 November 1997.

Recommended detions

logtters from medical professionals, preferably writtgn in Spanish or gour own languagge, should
be sent urgently to the addrgsses below. If gou have writtgn previously on this casg gou should
mention it.

O express deep conegrn at the ¢ight gear prison sgntgnce imposed on Pr Mendoza

O gxpregss alarm that a doctor could beg imprisongd for spgaking out on a matter of public health

o ask for details of his currgnt situation and for details of ang medical carg he is recgiving

o urgg the immediate relgase of Pr Mendoza on the grounds that hg should not be prosegeuted for
grereising his right to fregdom of gxpression

Addresses



Sr. Roberto Robaina Gonzélgz (Minister of Foreign Hffairs)
Ministro dg Relaciongs €xteriores

Ministerio deg Relaciongs €xteriores

Calzada No. 360

Vedado
loa Habana, Cuba
fax +53 7333085 +53 7 335261

@alutation: d¢hor Ministro)

Pr. Juan €scalona Regugra (fttorngy Gengral of the Republic)
Fiscal General dg la (State Prosgcutor)
Repdblica
Piscalia General de la
Repdblica
dan Rafagl 3
loa Habana, Cuba
Tel:  +53 7333164 / 320411
Pax: +53 7333164
(Salutation: Sefior Fiscal Ggneral)

Sr. Pireetor (Pirector of Boniato Prison)
Prisién deg Boniato

Wpartado 5007

Puerto dg Boniato

Santiago de Cuba

Cuba

(Salutation: Sr. Pirgetor)

Faxes and telgphong calls gxpressing serious coneegrn about §r Mendoza could bg madg to the
€mbassy of Cuba in gour country.

Plgasg sgnd copigs of goar lgtters to:

Sr. Carlos Potres Martingz (Minister of Public tgalth)
Ministro de la Salud Pdblica

Ministerio de la Salud Pablica

Callg 23, No. 301

Vedado, lsa Habana, Cuba

Telegx: 511149

(Salutation: dghor Ministro)

and to the Cuban diplomatic representative in gour country.



