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     19 September 1994 

 

Further information on EXTRA 34/94 (AMR 23/53/94, 7 July 1994) and follow-ups 

(AMR 23/55/94, 8 July; AMR 23/57/94, 1 August; AMR 23/70/94, 12 September) 

- "Disappearances" (President must promulgate draft law against 

"disappearances") and new concern: Death threats 

 

COLOMBIAYanette BAUTISTA, (f), President of the Asociación de Familiares de 

Detenidos-Desaparecidos Colombia (ASFADDES) Association of 

Relatives of the Detained-"Disappeared" 

Gloria HERNEY GALINDEZ, (f), Secretary-General of ASFADDES 

  
On 16 September 1994, a telephoned death threat was received in the office 

of ASFADDES from an unidentified male caller. He asked for Yanette Bautista 

and Gloria Herney Galindez and said: "dígales a esas h.p. que las vamos a matar" 

("tell those bitches we are going to kill them").  This threat comes after 

reports that both women have recently been followed several times by 

unidentified men in different vehicles.  

 

The threats and harassment against the two women are occurring at a time when 

the Colombian Congress and the government are close to taking a decision on 

whether or not to retract former President Gaviria's objections to a draft 

law against "disappearances".  (A crucial plenary session of the Senate of 

the Colombian Congress is scheduled for 21 September to discuss the issue.  

The Ministers of the Interior, Defence and Foreign Affairs have been summoned 

to the session to make the government's position clear.)  

 

ASFADDES has taken a leading role in Colombia campaigning for the new government 

to retract former President Gaviria's objections. ASFADDES believes that the 

threats and harassment are an attempt to intimidate them into halting their 

campaigning activities.  Threats against human rights activists in Colombia 

have sometimes been followed by physical attacks and Amnesty International 

is seriously concerned for the safety of the two women. 

 

In recent years, members of ASFADDES have faced intimidation and harassment 

at the hands of the security forces. In 1992 ASFADDES denounced the fact that 

the commander of the army's V Brigada - V Brigade, had labelled the organization 

as being a "simpatizante de la guerrilla" - "a guerrilla sympathizer".  In 

November 1993, Amnesty International undertook urgent action after receiving 

reports that members of the Colombian army's intelligence unit (B-2) had 

harassed and intimidated members of ASFADDES attending the organization's 

annual convention in Bogotá and kept the convention under surveillance (see 

UA 408/93 (AMR 23/72/93, 18 November 1993, and follow-up, AMR 23/74/93, 26 

November). On the 2 June 1994, ASFADDES denounced the fact that a security 

force agent, who identified himself as a member of the Civilian Security 

Department (DAS), was videoing proceedings during a march held as part of 

International Week of the Detained-Disappeared. 

 

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and 

airmail letters 

- expressing concern for the safety of Yanette Bautista, Gloria Herney Galindez 

and other members of ASFADDES, urging the authorities to take all possible 

measures to guarantee their safety; 

- urging that full and impartial investigations are undertaken into these 

threats, that the results be made public and those responsible be brought to 
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justice; 

- urging the government of Ernesto Samper to withdraw former President Gaviria's 

objections to the "disappearance" bill and recommending to Congress that the 

law should be passed intact; 

- urging the government to ratify the Inter-American Convention against Forced 

Disappearance of Persons. 

 

APPEALS TO: 

 

President of Colombia: 

Señor Ernesto Samper Pizano 

Presidente de la República 

Palacio de Nariño 

Santa Fé de Bogotá, Colombia  

Telegrams: President Samper, Bogotá, Colombia  

Telexes: 44281 PALP CO 

Faxes: + 57 1 286 7434/287 7939 

Salutation:Excelentísimo Sr. Presidente/Dear President Samper 

 

Minister of Defence 

Dr. Fernando Botero Zea 

Ministro de Defensa Nacional 

Ministerio de Defensa Nacional 

Avenida El Dorado - Carrera 52 

Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia 

Telegrams:Ministro de Defensa Botero Zea, Bogota, Colombia 

Telexes:42411 INPRE CO; 44561 CFAC CO 

Faxes:+ 57 1 222 1874 

Salutation: Sr. Ministro/Dear Minister 

 

Minister of the Interior 

Dr. Horacio Serpa Uribe 

Ministro de Gobierno 

Ministerio de Gobierno 

Carrera 8A, No.8-09, Piso 70 

Santafé de Bogotá DE, COLOMBIA 

Telegrams: Ministro de Gobierno, Bogota, Colombia 

Telexes:45406 MINGO CO 

Salutation:Sr. Ministro/Dear Minister 

 

COPIES OF YOUR APPEALS TO: 

 

President of the House of Senate 

Dr Luis Guillermo Angel 

Presidente H. Senado de la República 

Sante Fé de Bogotá 

COLOMBIA 

 

Association for Relatives of the "Disappeared" 

Señores 

ASFADDES 

AA 011446 

Santa Fé de Bogotá 

COLOMBIA 

 

Advocate for the People: 
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Dr. Jaime Córdoba Triviño 

Defensor del Pueblo 

Defensoría del Pueblo 

Calle 35, No.7-25, P.5 

Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of COLOMBIA accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 31 October 1994. 


