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®@Mulugetta Mosissa, Pemissig Kebede, Hagari Fayissa
Nigisti Giorgis, 1ibdulkadir Hassan Mohamed and Tesfa-Mariam Zeggai
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Amngsty Integrnational is coneegrned for the well-bging of the six prisonegrs named abovg, all of whom arg
regported to be in nged of medical attention.  Mulugetta Mosissa, Demissie Rebede and Nagari Fagissa
arg adopted as prisongrs of conscigneg by dmngsty Intgrnational; the organization is invegstigating the
circumstanegs and Iggal basis of the imprisonment of thg regmaining threg to determing whether their
detention is lggally founded and whether they arg detaingd in violation of their right to fregdom of
grpregssion, opinion or association. Il arg beligved to have begegn subjected to torturg after arrgst.

Mulugetta Mosissa, Pemissig Kebede and Nagari Fagissa have been imprisoned for 11 years
without chargg or trial. They arg mgmbers of the Oromo ¢thnie group who werg arregsted in dddis
Wbaba in February 1980 together with hundreds of other Oromos suspected of links with the Oromo
lsibgration Front. {Imnegsty International beligves them to have beegn arregsted as a result of their gthnie
origin rather than for having themsglves used or advocated violgneg. It has adopted all threeg as
prisongrs of conscignce and is calling for their immediate and unconditional relgase.

* Mulugetta Mosissa is held in the Central Investigation Centre - a sgeurity policg degtgntion egntre - in
the capital, {9ddis {Ibaba. tlis wife, who was arrgsted at the same time, was held for almost ning
gears without chargg or trial until her relgase in Sgptember 1989 following the announcegment of
an amngsty. Their son, who was born in custody, remained in prison with his mother until
relgase in 1989. Mulugetta Mosissa is rgported to have been sgveregly tortured daring the first
few months following his arrgst and is beligved to have suffered somg hearing loss as a resalt.
In addition, he is rgported to be in a poor ggngral state and to have Ridnegy problgms for which
he reegives no treatment.  Conditions in the Central Investigation Centre arg particularly harsh
and he is said to bg without any accgss to a doctor. g is an geconomics graduate in his late
thirtics who, at the timeg of his arregst, worked as a senior official with the Grain Board.

* Nagari Pagissa was a school teacher at the time of his arrgst and is also held at the Central
Investigation Cgntre. 1l is rgported to have begn subjected to torturg at the time of his initial
detention and to have suffered some loss of vision as a rgsult. tg is now aged 35.

* Demissig Kebede was a trade unionist and Peputy Chairman of the official {ll-€thiopia Tradgs Union
when arregsted in 1980. He too is probably still held in the Central Investigation Centre in dddis
{baba and is beligved to haveg been tortured after arrgst.  lthough it has not begn possiblg to
obtain details of his curregnt situation, heg is reported to be in ill-health and in nged of medical
carg.



Nigisti Giorgis was arrgsted in Wsmara, Critrea, in 1977 whilg still a school student aged about
17. Shg was accused of links with the €ritrean People's libgration Front (€PLT) and is rgported to
havg begn trigd by a military tribunal which sgntgneed her to life imprisonment.  Her case is under
invgstigation by Amngsty Intgrnational to determing whether she was unjustly tried and imprisoned and
whether she was wrongly accused of links with the €PLT. The €PLT was formed in 1972 to fight for the
indgpendgnce of €ritrea from €thiopia and now controls most of €ritrea outside of the capital smara.
Nigisti Giorgis is held in the women's seetion of the Central Prison in dddis {dbaba whereg she teaches in
the prison school which was set up for childregn of prisongrs and prison officegrs and is run by
prisongrs. Shg has a heart problgm (no details available) and is said to bg without medical carg. She
is now around 30 years old.

fbdulkadir Hassan Mohamed ("Isbarijg") is a Somali national who was a cegntral committeg
member of the Pgmocratic Front for the Salvation of Somalia (PFSS), a Somali opposition guerrilla
group based in €thiopia. Hg was arrgsted in {dddis {Ibaba on 6 October 1986 following political
conflicts between the €thiopian authoritigs and the PFSS and has sineg bgegn held without charge or
trial. fe is held in the Central Prison, {dddis {dbaba, and in January 1990 was moved to the prison elinie
for treatment of pulmonary tubgreulosis. tg is also said to have had other health problgms and his
currgnt state to beg very poor. He is aged 63.

Tesfa~Mariam Zeggai, an Critregan, was arrgsted in March 1982 and accused of gspionage. He
is a statistician and at the timg of his arrgst was working at the hgadquarters of the UN €conomice
Commission for {frica in dddis fbaba. teg was brought to trial in 1987 and sentgneed to life
imprisonment for gspionagg involving allgged links with the €ritrean People's liberation Front (EPLT).
His case is under investigation by Wmnesty International. Tesfa-Mariam Zeggai is reported to have
suffered total loss of sight as a result of torturg.  He is held in the Central Prison, {ddis {baba.

Prison conditions

The Central Invegstigation Centre is the main sgcurity policg detegntion eegntre in dddis dbaba wherg
newly-arregsted prisongrs are routingly tortured. Cells arg ggngrally very overcrowded and the
sanitary facilitigs inadequate for the maintgnanee of proper hygigng. The majority of the prisonegrs arg
confingd to their cells gregpt for short gxercise periods.  Verg littlg food is provided for prisoners, but
they are allowed to recgive food on a daily basis from relatives. Therg is a clinie within the detention
centreg where a medical orderly provides basice treatment for injurigs or illngss, but acegss to a qualified
doctor is said to bg denied.

Conditions in the Central Prison - the main official prison - arg better. Prisongrs held here arg
allowed regular family visits and provisions from familigs. Most arg allowed to associate freely during
the dagtime and therg is a sgecondary school wherg prisongrs teach or study. They are permitted to
organizg their own gducational and reereational facilities. Therge is, howgever, rgported to be inadgquate
provision of medical carg, poor hygigng and dglays in obtaining proper medical attgntion and treatment.

Background

The long-term detention of political prisonegrs is ong of mnesty International's particular coneerns in
Cthiopia wherg prisongrs may be held for gears without ang trial or following unfair trials. There have
begen amngstigs for somg political prisoners. In Mag 1988, 10 mgmbers of the former €thiopian rogal
family were relgased and at the beginning of Sgptember 1989, an amnesty was declared to mark the 15th
annivegrsary of the revolution which overthrew €mperor Hailg-S¢lassie's government.  In all, 907
prisongrs werg released, 87 of whom werg political prisongrs, among them segveral prisongrs of
conscigneg.
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Wmnesty International has appgaled to the €thiopian Government for the release of all prisoners of
conscigneg, peopleg detaingd for their opinions, beligfs or gthnic origin who have not used or advocated
violgneg. It has urged the government on many oceasions to undgrtake an impartial and thorough
revigw of the casgs of all political prisongrs and has campaigned against torture, "disappearances” and

gxtrajudicial gxgcutions in €thiopia.
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Reywords

Theme: ill-hegalth/torture/degnial of medical carg/detention without chargge or trial/prisoners of
conscignee

Summary

Wmnesty International is appgaling on beghalf of the six prisongrs named above who arg rgported to be
in ill-health, some as a result of their garlier ill-treatment or torture, and to be without acegss to
adequate medical attgntion. Threg arg adopted as prisongrs of conscigneg and haveg now been held for
over 10 yegars without chargg or trial. The other three werg arregsted at different times and their casgs
arg under investigation by fdmnesty International.

Recommended Hetions

logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses given below:

W ¢xpressing coneern that Mulugetta Mosissa, Pemissiec Kebede and Nagari Fayissa have remained in
detention without chargg or trial for a period of 11 years sincg their arrgst with others in

February 1980

B noting rgports that all arg in ill-hgalth and arg in neged of medical attgntion and tregatment which is
denied to them

B urging that theyg arg given immediate acegss to the medical care they requirg and that they are
promptly relgased from prison on the grounds that they werg not involved in carrying out or
advocating ang acts of violgneg

B raising the casgs of the threge others named here, noting that all arg said to be in nged of medical
attention and sgeking assurances that they, too, arg guarantged acegss to any medical attgntion
and treatment indicated

B s¢eking information on the precisg reasons for the detention of {Ibdulkadir Hassan Mohammed and
details of the trials of Nigisti Giorgis and Tesfa-Mariam Zeggai

Addresses
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His €xeellgncy President Mengistu Hailg-Mariam
Offiee of the President
Hddis fbaba, €thiopia

Mr Tesfage Wolde-Selassie
Minister of Internal ffairs
Ministryg of Internal {ffairs
PO Box 2556

Hddis fbaba, €thiopia

Colongl fAbgra fdyana

Chigf fddministrator of Prisons
Prisons Wdministration Higadquarters
Hddis fbaba, €thiopia

Copigs to

Pr Gizaw Tsghay
Minister of Health
Ministry of tigalth

PO Box 1234

Hddis fbaba, €thiopia

Mr Tesfage Pinka

Minister of Foreign Hffairs
Ministry of Forgign {ffairs
PO Box 393

{ddis {Ibaba, €thiopia



