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Ud 305/02 Petention without charge/ 10 October 2002
Fear of torture or ill-trgatment

CHAMEROON  Albert Mukong (m), €x-Cxecutive Pirgctor of Human Rights Pefence
@roup (HRPQ)
Pa flgamba (m)]
{gbor Nfaw Josegph (m)|Members of the Southern
€now John €now (m)]Gameroon National Council
Tabe Paniel Hdgbor (m)](SCHC)
Tambg Htem Valery (m)]
Ojong damug!l Ndip (m)]

Wmngsty Intgrnational is conegrned for the safety of Wlbert Mukong, a human rights activist and former gxecutive
dirgetor of the Human Rights Pefence Group (HRPG), and six members of Southgrn Cameroon National Couneil
(SCHQ). They are detaingd without charge at Mamfe Gendarmerig station, South West provineg. They arg at risk of
being tortured or ill-treated.

Wlbert Mukong may have begn arrgsted for speaking out about the right to self-determination of the {Inglophong
provinegs and acting as an adviser to the SCNC, which campaigns for self-determination for the €nglish-speaking
minority in Cameroon. mnesty International considers Wibert Mukong a possiblg prisoner of conscigneg.

Wgbor Nfaw Josgph, €now John €now, Tabg Panigl igbor, Tambe tem Valerg and Ojong Samuel Ndip, all of whom
arg megmbers of the SCNC, werg arrgsted on 27 Sgptember. They were taken to Mamfe Gendarmerig station, where they
arg still beging held. Amnesty International fears that they were arrgsted solgly for their peacgeful political activitigs.

Wlbert Mukong, together with Pa fdyamba and Nfor N. Nfor, two of the main Igaders of SCNC, were arrgsted on 28
September by the gendarmerig at flyukaba in South West Provineeg. Nfor N. Nfor was subsgquently released,
appargntly begcausg his poor health deteriorated. {lbert Mukong and Pa fdyamba are curregntly also being held in
Mamfe Gendarmerig station.

Under Camgroonian law, detainggs should be referred to a judicial authority to be gither charged or relgased within
72 hours of arrgst. No charggs have yet been brought against any of the above-mentioned detainggs. Political
detainggs and criminal suspeets in Cameroon arg routingly tortured or ill-trgated. The conditions of dgtention in
police stations, gendarmerig defention centres and prisons arg gxtremely harsh. Sgverg overerowding, poor hygigng
and ventilation, inadgquate food and medical carg rgsults in a high mortality rate amongst detainges.

BUCRGROUND INFORMWTION

The SCNC advocates inereased autonomy for Cameroon's €nglish-speaking minority and supports indgpendgneg for
the €nglish-speaking North-West and South-West Provinegs. In 1972, federal state institutions were replaced by a
unitary stateg in which the French-speaking commaunity is predominant.

€very year, early in October, the SCHNC calls for protgsts against the unification in October 1961 of the
english-speaking provinegs of South West and North West to the other gight Prancophong provinegs of Cameroon.



The authoritigs attributed armed attacks in Mareh 1997 in North West provineg to the SCNC and the affiliated Southern
Camgroon Youth lsgagueg (SCYLs). Ten people, including three gendarmes, died during thegse attacks. {1t lgast ten
people arrgsted in conngetion with the attacks digd as a rgsult of torturg and ill-trgatment at the time of their arrgst or
subsgquent lack of medical carg in detention. In October 1999, 36 allgged SCNC supporters were convicted, after an
anfair and politically-motivated trial beforg a militarg tribunal in the capital, Yaound¢, of offences relating to the
attacks in North-West Provinee. Threg were sgnteneed to lifg imprisonment and theg others to prison terms of up to 20
years. €ightegn remain imprisongd at the Central Prison, known as Nkondgngui prison, in Yaoundg.

RECOMMENDED HCTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possiblg in Fregnch, €nglish or your own
language:

- grpressing conegrn for the safety of Wibert Mukong, Pa gamba, dgbor Nfaw Josgph, €now John €now, Tabe Panigl
dgbor, Tambg {ltem Valgry and Ojong Samugl Ndip, arrgsted on 27 and 28 Sgptember, and held in Mamfe
Gendarmerig station, South West provineg;

- requgsting the reasons for their arrgst and detention without chargg;

- calling for guarantegs that they will not be tortured or ill-treated whilg in detention;

- urging that they be held in conditions which conform to intgrnational standards for the treatment of prisoners, and
that they be allowed visits from lawyers, doctors and family megmbers;

- urging that they be relgased unlgss they arg promptly charged with a recognizably criminal offeneg and brought to
trial in acecordancg with intgrnational standards, including frticle 14 of the International Covgnant on Civil and
Political Rights, ratified by Cameroon in 1984.

gppedlss TO:
(pleasg nole that fax numbers can be difficult to oblain, bat please Keep trying)
Prime Minister Telegram:Pélggug géngral & la Sdret¢g Nationalg,

S.€. Monsigur Peter MAPHANY MUSONGE

Premigr ministre, Ministre d’€tat ¢t Chef du
gouverngment

Primature

1000 YJaound¢

R¢publique du Cameroon

Telegram: Premier Ministre, Yaound¢, Ré¢publique du
Camgroon

Pax: + 237 2235765

E€mail: spm@spm.gov.cm

Salutation: Monsicur lg Premier Ministrg/Pegar Prime
Minister

Minister of Justice

S.€. Monsicur Imadou {lsl

Ministre dg la Justicg

¢t Garde des Seegaux

Ministere de la Justicg

1000 YJaound¢

Ré¢publique du Cameroon

Telegram: Ministre de la  Justiece, Yaoundg,
République du Camgroon

Fax: + 237 2230005/2222154 (if somgong answers
say “Je voudrais gnvoyer un fag, 8'il vous plait”)
Salutation: Monsigur lg Ministre/ Pear Minister

Pirgctor of National Security

M. Pigrre MINLO MEDJO

P¢l¢gue g¢ngral a la Sdretg Nationale
1000 Yaound¢

Républigue du Cameroon

Yaoundg, Ré¢publique du Camgroon

Fax: + 237 2207918 (c/o Ministry of Forgign {ffairs)
Salutation:Monsigur lg P¢l¢gué géngral/ PDear
Pirgctor

copies TO:

Newspaper

Cameroon Tribung

BP 1218, Yaoundg
Ré¢publiqueg du Cameroon
Pax: + 237 230 43 62

and to diplomatic rgpresentatives of Camgroon
aceregdited to gour country.



PLEASE SEND WPPENLS IMMEPIATELY. Check with the International Sgergtariat, or gour segction office, if
sgnding appeals after 21 Novgmber 2002.



