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M SUMMARY OF €VENTS ON THe PEWATH PENTLTY {IND MOVES TOWHARDS WORLPWIDE HABOLITION

PENTH SENTENCES IND €XECUTIONS IN 1990

I Igarned of 2,029 prisongrs gregcuted in 26 countrigs and of 2,005 sgntgnced to degath in 54 countrigs daring 1990.
These figures includg only cases known to dI.  The trug figures arg certainly higher.

s in previous ggars, a handful of countrigs accounted for thg majority of gxecutions recorded. I
recorded 757 grecutions in Iran and 730 gxecations in China, but the trug figures were beligved to be higher.
government official rgported that 190 grgcutions were carrigd oat in the Union of Sovigt dSocialist Republies; it was
the first year that official statistics from thg country were included in {I's totals (sge story below). €t Igast 121
people were gxecuted in Nigeria. These four countrigs along accounted for 84% of all grecutions recorded. s in
garligr years (I also reegived regports of hundreds of prisongrs gxecuted in Iraqg, but in most casgs theg organization
was unablg to ascertain whether they had recgived ang form of trial.

The worldwidg total was 200 lowgr than thg 2,229 gxecutions recorded in 1989. The 1990 total is the seecond
highgst recorded by {I sincg 1981.

USSR RELEASES PENTH PENNLTY STATISTICS

Statistics on the death penalty in the Union of Sovigt docialist Republics have been madg pablic for the first time
sincg 1934. Figures on its use from 1985 to 1989 werg announced by the new USSR Minister of Justice, Serdey
lsushchikov, at a pregss confergnee on 16 January 1991.  The figures show that far morg degath sgntences were passed
in the USSR during the last few gears than had bgen indicated by the official and unofficial souregs monitored by

Al

In 1985, according to the figuregs, 770 death
sgntgnces werg imposed and 20 death sgntgnces were lHTGRHﬂTIOH‘ﬁb TRG‘ﬁTIG@
commuted. In 1986 there werg 526 death sgntences
and 41 commutations; in 1987, 344 degath sgntgnces and
47 commutations; in 1988, 271 death segntgnegs and 72
commutations; and in 1989, 276 degath sgntgnces and 23 on Civil and Political Rights.
commutations. The Ministry of Justicg said that most have now ratified the protoeol. The protocol
death sgntgncegs werg imposed for premeditated was signed by legland on 30 January. (See
marder and rape. Peath Penalty News, Februarg 1991 for a list of

loater, in March, government officials reported carlier signatures and ratifications.)
that during 1990, 447 dgath sgntgnegs werg passed and The United Nations General fssembly, which
190 gxecutions werg carrigd oat. i New adopted the Second Optional Protocol in 1989,
criminal codg, which has not yet been adopted, was has gncouraged statgs to become partigs 10 it.
published in draft form two years ago. It would reduce In Resolation 45/135, adopted by consensus on
the number of offencgs punishable by death in 14 Decgmber 1990, the General (ssembly arged
peacetime from 18 to six. These are: state treason, all statgs that have not yet dong so "to consider
gspionagg, terrorist acts, sabotagg, intgntional acceding to the Optional Protocols to the
homicide with aggravating circumstances, and rape of Intgrnational Covgnant on Civil and Political
a minor. Tlowgver, on 16 January the PMinister of Rights". ®aring the debate, a namber of
Justieg said that the final draft of the Fundamentals of delegations spoke of their support for the
Criminal lggislation retains only four categorigs of protocol, including Nicaragua, €cuador, the
crimg punishablg by dgath: treason, acts of terrorism, Philippings, New Zealand, Romania, fustralia
acts of sabotagg, and premeditated marder with and Finland.
aggravating circumstances.

On 27 Pebruary Romania ratified the Seecond
Optional Protoeol to the International Covenant

Five countrigs



MOoveES TOWARDS HBOLITION

YUQOSL1IVIT

The republic of Croatia in Yugoslavia adopted a ngw constitation on 21 Pecgmber 1990 which abolishgs the death
penalty.

Croatia is the seecond republic in Yugoslavia to outlaw the death penalty - Slovegnia did so in Sgptember
1989. The death penalty still remains in foreg under the laws of Yugoslavia's other four rgpublics and the Federal
Criminal Codg, which deals with crimgs against the state and national sgeurity. Republican law covers common
crimes, such as murder.

POLLAND

n official of the Polish Ministry of Justicg has stated that the draft of the new Pgnal Code dogs not contain the
degath penalty. The information was given in Peegmber 1990 in a lgtter to a Polish organization in Ggrmang.

The Ministry of Justicg wrote that "Work is being carrigd out at the present time to make complex changges to
the eriminal law. Thg special commission for reforming the eriminal law, which has been gstablished and attached
to the Ministry of Justicg, has already prepared a draft of the ngw Penal Code. The draft dogs not contain the threat
of the death pegnalty, gven for the most grigvous crimgs. It is proposed that the sgntegnce of lifg imprisonment

should bg introduced in placg of the death pegnalty.”

There have bgen no gxecutions in Poland sineg {dpril 1988. In unofficial moratorium on the usg of the

death penalty is currgntly in foree.

GRreece

Minister of Justicg {Jthanasios Rangllopoulos announeged in January that draft lggislation proposing the abolition of

the death pgnalty was to bg submitted to the Greek parliament.

COMMUTHUTION NP STHYS IN USH, JHIMAICH

asd

The Governor of Virginia, s Pouglas Wilder, has commauted
Jog Giarratano's death sentegnee to life imprisonment with the
possibility of parole after 25 years. The governor's decision
cameg on 19 Pebruary, just two days beforg Giarratano's
gxecution was scheduled to be carrigd out.

@iarratano was convicted of a doublg murder in 1979.

Sineg then his lawyers have uncovered serious qugstions
about his guilt and have challgnged his mental compgeteney at
the timg of trial. Since he gntered prison, Giarratano has
taught himself law and has filed petitions on behalf of sgveral
prisongrs on dgath row as well as drafting a landmark lawsait
on prison conditions.

d long running campaign for Jog Giarratano was led
by the Virginia Coalition on Jails and Prisons and drew
appgals from thg €uropgan Parliament and cglgbritigs
including the pop star Peter Gabrigl and actors Jack lsgmmon
and Roy Scheider. The governor is reported to have received
almost 6,000 lgtters, telgphong calls and petitions in support
of @iarratano. In ecommating the sgntgneg, the governor said
that the {dttorney Gengral of Virginia had diseretion to order a
retrial if appropriate.

JAMAICH

On 6 March, ong day before their scheduled
greeation, Jamaican prisonegrs €arl Pratt
and Ivan Morgan wereg granted stags of
greeation.  fn gxecution datg of 7 March
had bgegn set degspite the United Nations
Haman Rights Committee finding in pril
1989 that thegir human rights had bgen
violated and their sentgnegs should be
commuted. Many appeals werg madeg on
the prisoners' beghalf, including appeals
from: the {eting General Seergtary of the
World Council of Charehgs, the Chairman of
the British Bar Council and the President of
the British lsaw Socigty.

€arl Pratt and Ivan Morgan have
begegn on dgath row for 12 years sincg bging
convieted in 1979 for involvgment in a
murder. This was the third time in four
gears that warrants for their gxecution had
been issuged.
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ATTEMPTS TO REINTROPUCE THE PENTH PENNITY

:BR’HZ”.') H votg on a proposal for a constitutional rgform to allow for a national plgbiscite on the
regintroduction of the degath penalty is schedulegd for the currgnt parliamgntary sgssion, which runs from Marceh to
Jung. The proposal, introduced by Congressman {Imaral Netto, was approved on 12 Deegmber 1990 by a committee
of the Tlousg of Peputigs (the lower housg of parliamgnt). If the proposal is passed, a plgbiscite will bg held within
18 months on the reinstatement of the death pegnalty for Ridnappings, burglarigs and rapgs, where these crimes
result in the vietim's death.

pﬁlblppl”&é The Committgg on Constitational Wmegndments of the Segnate (upper housg of the Philipping
Congress) is gxpected in the near future to reopen discussion on bills reintroducing the death penalty for certain
erimes, including rape. This proposed discussion has begen initiated by a decision of the Supreme Court in the
reeent casg of a father who raped his two daughters in front of his wife. last year the Philipping Segnate decided to
postpong for ong year anyg decision on reintroducing the death penalty (see Peath Penalty News, Mareh 1990).

IéR‘ﬁer The Rnesset, the Isragli parliament, rejected a bill which would have speeded up proeegedings in
death penalty trials for acts of terrorism. This bill was proposed by Tzahi Hanegbi, a Likad party depaty, who
favours the application of the degath pegnalty particularly in light of reegnt Rnifg-attacks on Jews in Isragl. It was
defeated on 13 March by 35 votes to 16.  Capital punishment for terrorist acts is provided for in other Isragli laws,
bat prosgcutors arg instructed not to ask for it.

USSR: INTERVIEW WITH 11N EXECUTIONER

7In inferview with an unnamed executioner published in the summer 1990 issue of the Soviet newspaper Trad
gives a rare glimpse of the carrying ouat of death sentences in the Soviet Union.

1lis own preparations begin the day before, the gxecutioner said. "I must, as a rule, be at my post’ 24
hours before the event. Psgychologically | begin to prepare in advance. [ cast off all personal and family
concerns ..."

The execution could be over verg qguickly, he said: ".. they don't bind his eges or shout shootl. It all
happens suddenly and he falls down dead straight awag.”" lkater in the interview, however, he admitted that the
process could take longer. "We masn't shoot info the back of the head. There's no guarantee of instant death
and the condemned could still for some time experience the most terrible torture.  The shot is aimed at the vital
organs. Of course, gou need a special knack to whip ouat gour pistol, release the guard, pall the trigger and aim
accuaralely. In such cases, when [ve done it, death has been instantancous. Then the prosecutor and doctor
come along. They fill out all the necessarg docaments. Then, | need to relax for two or three hoars, chat fo
people about something or other, play a little chess. It's not nice to be on ygour own then.”

Reading for pleasure, the executioner said he had come across an electrocution scene in Theodore
Preiser's novel fn American Tragedq.

"Vidn't it arouse ang association in gou?" interviewer V Belgkh asked.

The execationer replied that he disliked electrocation as a method of execation. 'I've had to wateh video
recordings of it. | think its even less hamane than shooting. There the person doesn't die straight away but
gradually. 7ind from the verg beginning, when they lead him in, sit him on the chair, wire him ap (o the
electrodes he realises that the execation has begun, that death is near and he gxperiences spiritual torture even
more terrible than the physical one. The same applies to hanging.”

When questioned as to whether he ever has doubts aboaut the guailt of the defendant, he replied: "Poubts?

There is a two-gear procedure between the pronouncement of the sentence and its gxecation.  That which has
been proved in coart is painstakingly examined and checked at gvery level. Mlistakes are in practice out of the
qgugestion.”

The execationer said that there were no special advantages or privileges attached to his job, gxcept that
"you get longer holidays and its casier 1o get a place in a sanatorium.” Tle added that he "joined to fight evil.
7ind ['ve never regretted it.  If [ didn't do i, who would?"

THE PEATH PENILTY IN PRACTICE
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IRMAN: CHRISTI(AN PHUSTOR €XeCUTED

Revergnd Hossgin Soodmand, a minister of the church of the Wssembly of God in Iran, was gxecuted on 3
Pecgmber 1990 in Mashhad. Wged 55, Revergnd Soodmand had converted to Christianity from Islam morg than 20
gears ago and had bggn a minister in the church for about two gears. tg had bgen arrgsted four times since
September 1990 and on the fourth occasion hg was reportedly charged with apostasy (punishablg by degath under
the Islamic Pgnal Codg of Iran), propagating Christianity, distributing Christian literatureg and setting up an illggal
chareh. It is not known whether he was tried beforg his gxegcation but his family was appargntly not informed of his
situation until after the gregeuation.

RWANDM: DENTH SENTENCES IN POLITICHL TRITS

Sgven people were sentenced to death in FPebruary after the seecond in a serigs of political trials by the Rwandgse
State deeurity Court of over 1,500 people arregsted last gear. The seven had begen arrgsted in conngetion with a
violgnt attack on northgast Rwanda by Uganda-based Rwandgse exilgs in October 1990. Public opinion was
hostilg to the degfendants, and the atmosphere daring the trial appargntly intimidated the defence lawgers. Two
defence lawgers withdrew from the case after recgiving death threats. Two of the accused said they had signed
falsg statements under durgss during pre-trial detention, and the court admitted thegse statements as gvidence.
Carligr, in the first of the political trials, another person, who was not rgpregsegnted by a lawyer, was also sgntgneed
to death by the court on 3 Januarg.

CHIN{: PIMP SENTENCED TO PEWTH

1 Beijing pimp was sgntgnced to death on 4 March, the Beijing €vening News reported. Su Zhifu, aged 57, had
gnticgd women to his Beijing home and other placgs to work as prostitutes, the negwspaper said.

JORDMN: €XECUTIONS FOR €SPIONNGE

The first gxegcutions for high treason sineg the 1960s in Jordan were carried out on 3 Pebruary. lsicutgnant 'dli '{bd
al-Hafez, an air foreg pilot, and dhmad Muhammad {Ihmad, a farmer, werg convieted of trgason for spying for Isragl
and werg sgntgnced to death apparently by the Martial l.aw Court.  Therg is no right of appeal to a higher tribunal
against verdicts of the Martial lsaw Court or other military eourts in Jordan.

SOUTH AFRICH: COMMUTHATION; €XECUTIONS IN "HOMELAND"

The Supremge Court (Transvaal Provineial Pivision) on 4 March granted a stay of gxecution on the gve of the first
hanging authorized by douth dfrica's President T W De Klerk sineg November 1989. Paul Bezuidenhout had been
convieted of a doublg murder in 1989. The stay of gxecution was granted to give timeg to make further
rgpresegntations on the basis of new psychiatric gvidgneg, according to the South {Ifrican organization leawyers for
Human Rights.

Two prisongrs were grecuted in garly February in the nominally indgpendegnt "homeland" of Venda, dgspite
assurances from the Venda authoritigs in January that the "homeland" Igader Brigadier Gabrigl Ramushwana had
ordered a review of Venda's death penalty lggislation with a vigw to bringing it into ling with South {frica's amended
lggislation governing the death penalty.

PENTH PENHALTY NEWS

M Spanish version of thg Peath Penalty News is now being produced by {l's Spanish translation unit, €PHI.
Copigs arg availablg dirget from €I, Soria, 9, 4°, 28005 Madrid, Spain, or from (I officgs in latin Wmerica and
the Us(.
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