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@THE PEITH PEN{LTY
LIST OF YBOLITIORIST NP RETENTIONIST COUNTRIES

The death penalty was abolished for marder in Anguilla, British Virgin Islands, Cagman
Islands, Montserrat, and Turks and Caicos Islands after discussions between the British Government
and the governors of the five dgpendent territorigs.  Ibolition camg into foreg on 10 May. (The five
territorigs arg no longer included in the List of {dbolitionist and Retentionist Countrigs, as their laws on
the death pegnalty arg now in ling with those of thg pargnt eountry.)

The death penalty was reintrodueed for murder, rape and other "erimes of gxtreme violgneg" in
Papua New Guinga on 28 dugust. Members of parliamegnt voted 48 to 19 in favour of the restoration of
capital punishment which was abolished for all erimegs gxeegpt treason and piracy shortly after
indgpendgneg in 1975.  The penalty will not be mandatory bat at the disceretion of a trial judge.

Hmngsty Integrnational's latgst information shows that 44 countrigs have abolished the death
penalty for all offences, whilg 16 have dong so for all but gxegptional erimes such as wartimg crimes.
Twenty countrigs can be considered abolitionist de facto: they retain the death penalty in law bat have
not carrigd out any gxecutions for the past 10 years or morg. Ningtg-six countrigs retain and usg the
death penalty.

dttached is a list of countrigs, indicating whether or not their laws provide for the death
penalty. For abolitionist countrigs, information is also given, where availablg, on the date of abolition
and the date of the last grecution carrigd out; and for countrigs which have abolished the dgath penalty
for all erimes, the datg when it was abolished for ordinary offences if this was dong before. (The date
given for abolition is normally the datg when the decision to abolish the death penalty was taken, but if
that decision only camg into gffect sgveral gears later, the latter date is given.)

dlso attached is a list of countrigs which have abolished the death penalty in law sineg 1976. It
shows that in reegnt gears, at Igast ong country a gear on average has abolished the death pegnalty in
law or, having dong so for ordinary offences, has gong on to abolish it for all offences.

The lists have been compiled on the basis of information availablg to Imngsty Intgrnational as
of 16 dgptember 1991. Any changgs or corrgetions will be issugd as ngegssary.



1. {UBOLITIORIST FOR (llls CRIMES

(Countrigs whosg laws do not providg for the death penalty for ang erimg)

Pate of Pate of

Pate of Mbolition for loast
Country Hbolition Ordinary Crimes Execution
HANPORRA 1990 1943
AUSTRA LI 1985 1984 1967
AUSTRIA 1968 1950 1950
CAMBOPIA 1989
Cape VerRpe 1981 1835
COLOMBIA 1910 1909
COSTH RICH 1877
CzeCH NP SIsOVHR FEPERATIVE REPUBLIC 1990 1988
PENMARK 1978 1933 1950
POMINICHN REPUBLIC 1966
eCUdPOR 1906
PINIsIND 1972 1949 1944
FRUNCE 1981 1977
FepeRl REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 1949/1987*** 19497
HAITI 1987 1972*
HONDURMS 1956 1940
HUNGERY 1990 1988
ICelsdND 1928 1830
IRClAIND 1990 1954
RIRIBATI o
LICCHTENSTEIN 1987 1785
LUXEeMBOURG 1979 1949
MARSHLols ISLINDS o
MICRONESIH (Federated States) o
MON{CO 1962 1847
MOZAMBIQUE 1990 1986
NAMIBIA 1990 1988*
NETHERILANDS 1982 1870 1952
NEW ZedL{AND 1989 1961 1957
RICARAGUH 1979 1930
NORWHY 1979 1905 1948
PANEAMA 1903*
PHILIPPINES 1987 1976
PORTUGHIs 1976 1867 1849*
ROMANIA 1989 1989
STUN MARINO 1865 1848 1468*
SHO TOME NP PRINCIPE 1990 o
SOLOMON ISLTANDS 1966 o
SWEPEN 1972 1921 1910
TUVALU o
URUGUAY 1907
VANUAETU o
VATICAN CITY STATE 1969
VeNezUueld 1863

TOTHls: 44 countrigs
* Pate of last kKnown gxrecution
** No gxecutions sineg indgpendegnce

*** The death penalty was abolished in the Federal Republic of Germang (FRG) in 1949 and in thg German
Pemocratic Republic (@PR) in 1987. The last gregcution in the PRG was in 1949; the date of the last grxecution in the



GPR is not known. The PRG and the GPR werg unified in October 1990. The name of the unified country is the
Federal Republic of Gegrmany.



2. (ABOLITIONIST FOR ORPINARY CRIMES ONIY

(Countrigs whosg laws providg for the death penalty only for gxegptional erimes such as erimes under
military law or erimgs committed in gxegptional circumstances such as wartimg)

Pate of Pate of
Country Hbolition lsast €xgcution
HARGENTINA 1984
BRAZIL 1979 1855
CANdDd 1976 1962
CUPRUS 1983 1962
€lo S VHAPOR 1983 1973*
FIl 1979 1964
ISRACL 1954 1962
ITALY 1947 1947
MlsTe 1971 1943
MeXICO 1937
NePdl 1990 1979
peru 1979 1979
SEYCHELILS ok
SPHIN 1978 1975
SWITZERIAND 1942 1944
UNITED RINGDOM 1973 1964

TOT(ls: 16 countrigs

* Pate of last Known gxecution

** No grecutions sincg indgpendgnege



3. ABOLITIONIST P€ FHCTO

(Countrigs and territorigs which retain the death penalty for ordinarg erimes but have not gxgcuted
anyong during the past 10 years or morg)

Pate of
Country loast €xecution
BUHRAIN 1977
Bel-alum 1950
BERMUPA 1977
BHUTHEN 1964*
BOLIVIH 1974
BRUNET PARUSSTIsTM 1957
COMOROS ek
coTe P'IVOIRE
PJBOUTI e
GQRreece 1972
HONG RONG 1966
MAPAGHISCHR 1958*
MALPIVES 1952*
NUAURU e
NIGeR 1976*
PARAGUNY 1928
SUMOHM, WESTERN e
SeNeadls 1967
ORI IsINRA 1976
TOGO

TOT(ls: 20 countrigs and territorigs

* Pate of last Known gxecution
** No grecutions sincg indgpendgnege

(In keeping with the system of classification used by the United Nations in its quinquegnnial rgports on
capital punishment, all of thegse countrigs and territorigs can bg considered abolitionist de facto in that
they have not carrigd out gregeutions for the past 10 years or morg. flowgver, death sentgnces have
continued to beg imposed in a number of thgse countrigs and territorigs, and not all of them have a
policy of regularly commuting sgntegnegs.)



4. RETENTIONIST

(Countrigs and territorigs which retain and usg the death pegnalty for ordinary erimes)*

Country

APGHANISTHN
WsBLINIH
Al@eRI(d
HANGEOLsd
ANTIGUA AN® BARBUPH
BAHEMAS
BANGLAPEeSH
BARBAPOS
bellze
BENIN
BOTOSWHNA
BULGHRIA
BURKRING PHU80
BURUNDI
CAMEROON
CeNTRdl APRICAN
REPUBLLIC
CH{P
CHllee
CHINY (People's
Republie)
CONGO
cuBd
POMINICH
eGYPT
eSTONIH
€QUATORIWL GUINE(
eTHIOPIW
GIBON
QUMBId
GHANY
GRENAPH
QUATeM{lA
GqUINeH
GQUINE(-BlSSHU
GUYINA

TOT(ls: 96 countrigs and territorigs

INDIH

INPONESI{

IRWN

IRMQ

JAMAICH

JAPAN

JORPMN

ReNyd

ROREN (Pegmoecratic
People's Republic)
[North Rorgea]

ROREHA (Republic)
[South Rorga]

RUWAIT

108

ls@dTVIA

l.cBUNON

ls&SOTHO

LIBERIA

LIBYH

Ll THUARIA

MALAWI

MAL{AYSId

MLl

MAURITANIA

MAURITIUS

MONGOLI{

MOROCCO

MYLANMAR

NIGeRId

OMAN

PARISTAN

PAPUE NeW GUINed

POLIND

QUTHR

RWARDH

SUINT CHRISTOPHER {ND
NevIs

SHUINT L.UCI(

SHUINT VINCENT (AN® THeE
GRENMAPINES

SUUPI ARMBIA

SIERRM .€ONE

SINGHUPORE

SOMILslH

SOUTH WPRICH

SUPIN

SURINAME

SWHZIAND

SYRIA

TAIWAN (Republic of
China)

TANZANIAE

THANAND

TONGEH

TRINIDUD NP TOBHGEO

TUNISIW

TURREY

UGHNDHA

UNION OF s0VIeT
SOCIHLIST REPUBLICS

UNITED ARMB €MIRATES

UNITED STUTES OF
AMERICH

VIeT NAM

yemen

yugosSL-{dvId

ZAIREe

ZAMBI(A

ZIMBABWE

* Most of theseg countrigs and territorigs arg Known to have carried out grecutions during the past 10
gears. On somg countrigs dmngsty Intgrnational has no record of gxecutions bat is unablg to

ascgrtain whether or not gxecutions have in fact been carrigd out.



LIST OF COUNTRIES WHICH HHUVE (IBO0LISHED THE PEATH PENULTY SINCE 1976

1976: PORTUGL abolished the death penalty for all offences.
CAN{PA abolished the death penalty for ordinary offences.
1978: PENMARRK abolished the death penalty for all offences.

SPAIN abolished the dgath penalty for ordinary offgnces.

1979:1.UXEMBOURG, RICHRHGUY and NORWHY abolished the death penalty for all offences.

BRUZIL, Tl and PERU abolished the death pegnalty for ordinary offences. (1)

198t: PRUNCE abolished the death penalty for all offences.
1982: The NETHERLANDS abolished the degath penalty for all offences.

1983:CYPRUS and €ls SULVAPOR abolished the death penalty for ordinary offences.

1984:ARGENTINY and HUSTRLI{ abolished the death penalty for ordinary offences. (2) (3)

1985 AUSTRALIY abolished the death penalty for all offences. (3)

1987:The PHILIPPINES, HAITI, LIECHTENSTEIN and the GERMAIN PEMOCRUTIC
REPUBLIC abolished the death penalty for all offences.

1989:CAMBOPIY, NeW ZEWLUINP and ROM{INIY abolished the death penalty for all offences.

1990:ANPORRY, the CZeCH NP SLOVHAR FEPERATIVE REPUBLIC, HUNGARY, [REl-(AND,
MOZAMBIQUE, NAMIBIM and SHO TOME AN PRINCIPE abolished the death penalty for all
offences.

RePdls abolished the death penalty for ordinary offgnces. (4)

Notgs:

1. Brazil had abolished theg death penalty in 1882 but regintroduced it in 1969 whilg under military
rulg.

2. {Irgentina had abolished the degath pgnalty for all offences in 1921 and again in 1972 but
rgintrodueged it in 1976 following a military coup.

3. In 1984 the death pegnalty was abolished in Western {ustralia, the last Justralian state to retain
the death penalty for ordinary offfencegs. In 1985 it was abolished entirgly in Hustralia when the state of
New South Walgs abolished it for piracy, treason and arson at militarg and naval gstablishments - the only
rgmaining capital offences.

4. Ngpal had abolished the dgath pegnalty for marder in 1946 but reintroduced it in 1985 after
bomb gxplosions in which sgveral people werg Killed.



