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punishment and Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders

Amnesty International welcomes the reports of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment of punishment and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders.

Sr. Méndez,

En su informe sobre la visita a México usted destaca que la “tortura y los malos tratos son generalizados en México”,*
conclusion a la que también ha llegado Amnistia Internacional en el informe “Fuera de control. Tortura y otros malos
tratos en México”, publicado en septiembre de 2014.2

Seglin su informe, la mayoria de los casos de tortura incluyen victimas que son detenidas por su presunta relacion con la
delincuencia organizada y ocurren en un contexto de impunidad extendida con la finalidad de castigar o extraer
confesiones o informacién. Usted resalta también serias deficiencias en las investigaciones tanto como “una
interpretacion restrictiva e incorrecta del Protocolo de Estambul”. En una declaracién escrita a este periodo de sesiones
del Consejo, Amnistia Internacional ha resaltado que establecer exdmenes médico-forenses adecuados debe ser uno de los
primeros pasos para combatir la tortura y terminar con la impunidad.® El gobierno de México ha sefialado su intencién de
erradicar la tortura y otros malos tratos en el pais. Sr. Méndez, para mejorar la deteccién e investigacién de la tortura ;Qué
medidas considera Usted son las mas efectivas para asegurar la autonomia de expertos forenses mexicanos respecto a los
drganos de procuracion de justicia?

Mr. Mendez,

Amnesty International deplores* the decision of the Gambian government to restrict you access to the Security Wing of
Mile 2 prison during your visit. We note with great concern that the areas of detention to which you were denied entry are
those where death row prisoners and long-term prisoners are held and that such restrictions are “unprecedented” since the
establishment of your mandate.®

We note with equal concern, your conclusion that the practice of torture is prevalent and routine in Gambia and the
continuing fear of reprisals against those in Gambia who cooperate with the UN in the field of human rights as well as
human rights defenders and journalists. What can this Council do about Gambia’s failure to cooperate with you and ensure
that there will be no further reprisals against human rights defenders and others?

Mr. Forst,

Amnesty International welcomes that you have acknowledged the role of whistleblowers as human rights defenders.
Whistleblowers often reveal human rights violations and abuses, and violation of international humanitarian law that
powerful governmental and other actors endeavour to keep hidden. The importance of whistleblowers to the protection of
human rights ranges from the local to the national to the international. It is essential that this Council be better informed
about the particular protection needs of whistleblowers and that it act to meet those needs.

! Informe del Relator Especial sobre la tortura y otros tratos o penas crueles, inhumanos o degradantes, A/HRC/28/68/Add.3, parrafo 23.

2 Al Index, AMR/41/020/2014, September 2014, http://www.amnesty.org/es/library/info/AMR41/020/2014/en

3 México: examenes médico-forenses adecuados pueden ser el primer paso para combatir la tortura y terminar con la impunidad (Medical-forensic
examinations can be first step to combat torture and end impunity), https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr41/0007/2015/en/

4 See Amnesty International written statement Gambia must take immediate steps to address concerns of UN Special Rapporteurs on

torture and extra-judicial executions, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr27/1100/2015/en/

5 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment on his mission to The Gambia (3-7
November 2014), A/HRC/28/68/Add.4, paragraph 4.
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