PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 37/05/00
* This is alimted action - please restrict appeals to 15 per section *

UA 43/00 Fear of Torture/"D sappearance" 22 February 2000

SRl LANKA Mahendr ar aj ah Gaj amukan, age 19

A young Tam | man, Mahendraraj ah Gaj anukan, was taken from his home on 30
January by men believed to be nmenbers of an armed group allied to the Sri
Lankan armed forces. Amesty International is concerned that he may be at
risk of torture.

Six arnmed nen, in canouflage uniforms and with their faces covered, cane to
Mahendr ar aj ah Gaj amukan’ s hone in Ranbai kul am Vavuniya, at 1llpm Wtnesses
say the men asked Mahendraraj ah Gajamukan in Tanmi| for his nane and his
identity card. They took himaway in the back of an Isuzu truck with a
covered nunberplate. The nmen are believed to have been nenbers of the
Peopl e’ s Liberation Organi zati on of Tam| Eelam (PLOTE), an arned Tami |
group fighting alongside the Sri Lankan security forces.

Rel ati ves asked | eaders of armed Tami| groups in the area, including PLOTE,
about Mahendraraj ah Gaj anukan’s arrest and “di sappearance”, but they denied
all know edge. The police and armnmy have al so denied arresting him

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

PLOTE is one of several armed Tami| groups fighting al ongside the security
forces in the north and east of Sri Lanka, against the Liberation Tigers of
Tam Eel am (LTTE) who advocate a separate Tamil| State, "Eelam', in those

ar eas.

Ammesty International has recently received reports about a nunber of
peopl e who have been taken prisoner by the PLOTE in Vavuniya. The

organi zati on has repeatedly expressed concern that menbers of PLOTE are
hol di ng prisoners in unauthorized places of detention. Arong several people
held in custody by the PLOTE in Vavuniya in 1999 at |east two had been
severely tortured while held at unauthorized places of detention (see UA
29/ 99, ASA 37/06/99, and follow up, ASA 37/07/99).

In late March 1999, arny personnel raided several illegal canps run by
PLOTE and other armed Tami| groups in Vavuniya, but reportedly failed to
find any prisoners. As far as Amesty International is aware, the
authorities have taken no further action against the use of unauthorized
pl aces of detention.

On 2 Septenber 1999 PLOTE s deputy | eader and military commander,
Mani ckat hasan, and some ot her senior PLOTE | eaders, were killed when a bonb
expl oded at PLOTE headquarters at Lucky House canp at Ranbai kul am

Vavuni ya. The killings exacerbated internal feuding between the politica
and mlitary wings of the PLOTE i n Vavuni ya.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Mahendraraj ah Gaj amukan, who was
taken away by armed nmen, believed to be nmenbers of the PLOTE on 30 January
2000, and has not been seen since;



- urging that the government provide i medi ate information about his

wher eabout s;

- urging that if Mahendrarajah Gajanukan is held in an unauthorized pl ace
of detention he be transferred to a regular place of detention or rel eased;
- urging that those responsible for his arrest and "di sappearance" be
brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

Her Excell ency President Chandri ka Bandaranai ke Kumarat unga
Presi denti al Residence

"Tenpl e Trees"

Col onbo 3, Sri Lanka

Tel egrans: President Kumaratunga, Col onbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 33 37 03

Sal utation: Your Excellency

The Hon (General) Anuruddha Ratwatte

Deputy M nister of Defence

M nistry of Defence

15/ 5 Bal adaksha Mawat ha

Col onbo 3, Sri Lanka

Tel egrans: Deputy Defence Mnister, Colonbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 54 15 29 / 68 77 68

Sal utation: Dear M nister

R K Chandrananda de Silva

Secretary

M nistry of Defence

No 15/5 Bal adaksha Mawat ha

Col onbo 3, Sri Lanka

Tel egrans: Secretary Defence Mnistry, Colonbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 54 15 29

Sal ut ation: Dear Secretary

Lt-General Sri Lal Werasooriya

Arny Commander

Arny Headquarters

Fl agstaff Street

Col onbo 1, Sri Lanka

Tel egrans: Arny Commander, Col onbo, Sri Lanka
Sal utation: Dear Arny Conmander

COPI ES TO
di pl omatic representatives of Sri Lanka accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 April 2000.



