PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 21/006/2002

UA 43/ 02 Fear for Safety 11 February 2002

| NDONESI A Johanes G Bonay (n), aged 39
John Runbi ak (n), aged 39
and ot her Hunman Ri ghts Defenders in Papua Province

Hurman rights activists in Papua Province have received threats that they

will be killed by the Special Forces Command (Kopassus) because of their

i nvol venent in investigating the killing of local political |eader, Theys
El uay on 10 Novenber 2001

At around 12.15 pmon 11 February, a staff nmenber of ELS-HAM (Institute for
Human R ghts Studi es and Advocacy) received a phone call, informng her
that ELS-HAM di rector Johanes G Bonay and ELS- HAM Supervi sor John Runbi ak
were anmong a group of peopl e considered “dangerous” by Kopassus. The caller
added that Kopassus were planning to elimnate a nunber of Papuans

consi dered “dangerous” before the end of their tour of duty in Papua on 7
Mar ch

The phone call was received after a joint statement by three Papuan hunman
ri ghts organi zations including ELS-HAM Legal Aid Institute Papua (LBH
Papua) and the Conmission for Anti Violence and Forced D sappearance Papua
(Kontras Papua) was issued on 11 February. In the statenent, the three
organi zations rejected the establishnment of the National Inquiry Conm ssion
(KPN)and the Central Mlitary Police Inquiry Conmi ssion (TimPuspomTN) to
i nvestigate the killing of Theys El uay.

ELS- HAM has al ready carried out an investigation, which pointed to evidence
of Kopassus involvenent in the death of Theys Eluay. The police have al so

carried out an investigation into the killing. Al though the findings have
not been made public, statenents by the Papuan Chi ef of Police also
i ndi cate Kopassus involvenent in the killing. ELS-HAM other human rights

organi zati ons and churches are concerned that the new governnent
i nvestigation is neither credible nor independent and is calling for a
fully i ndependent inquiry.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Theys El uay was an i ndependence activist in Papua and in February 2000 he
becane chair of the Papuan Presidi um Council which was created to |ead
civilian support for Papuan independence. (See News Service 199, 12
Novenber 2001, ASA 21/052/2001).

Over the last year human rights defenders in Papua have cone under

i ncreased pressure. On 15 Decenber 2000 Johanes Bonay was det ai ned

overni ght for questioning, in relation to ELSSHAMreporting on torture and
death in custody of students in Abepura. Dem anus Wakman of the Legal Aid
Foundati on (LBH Papua) was sunmmoned in the sanme case, as were a nunber of
journalists who had reported statenents nade by ELS-HAM and LBH on the
Abepura case. On 18 July 2001 Johanes Bonay received two death threats by
t el ephone. John Runbi ak has been threatened with arrest in relation to

i nvestigations into the “di sappearance” of Hunbertus Wesnman (see UA 165/01
ASA 21/026/2001, 3 July 2001 and follow ups). O her activists with ELS HAM
and with other human rights organizations including LBH have al so been

subj ected to harassnment and intimdation
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RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English or Indonesian or your own | anguage:

- urging the authorities to take inmedi ate and concrete nmeasures to
guarantee the safety of Johanes G Bonay, John Runbi ak and other hunman
rights defenders in Papua;

-calling on the authorities to identify the sources of the threats and if
substanti ated, take immediate and appropriate action agai nst those
responsi bl e;

- Ensure that all nenbers of the police and mlitary are made aware of the
legitimate role of human rights defenders and their responsibility to
protect human rights defenders under the UN Decl aration on the R ght and
Responsi bility of Individuals, Goups and Organs of Society to Pronote and
Protect Universally Recogni zed Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons.

APPEALS TO

Commander, KodamWVI11/ XVII Trikora

Maj . Gen. Mahi din Sinbol on

JI. Polimk Atas

Jayapura, Papua

| ndonesi a

Fax: + 62 967 31642

Sal utation: Dear Major General Mhidin Sinbolon

Commander of the Arned Forces

Adm ral Wdodo Adisutjipto

Pangl i ma TNI

Mar kas Besar TN

JI . Medan Merdeka Barat No. 13

Jakarta Pusat

| ndonesi a

Fax: + 62 21 356 404

Sal utation: Dear Admiral Wdodo Adisutjipto

COPI ES TO

Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri

President of the Republic of |ndonesia

| stana Merdeka

Jakarta 10110

| ndonesi a

Tel egrans: Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri, Jakarta, |ndonesia

Fax: + 62 21 345 2685 (via State Secretariat) / 62 21 526 8726 / 62 21 380
5511 / 62 21 345 7782

Sal utation: Dear President

and to diplonmatic representatives of Indonesia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 March 2002.



