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UA 122 /08 Death pena l ty

AFGHANISTAN Around 100 unnamed i nd iv idua ls sentenced to  dea th

The Sup reme Cour t  o f  Afghan i s tan has uphe ld  a round 100 dea th sen tences i s sued by 
l owe r  cou r t s  aga ins t  i nd i v i dua l s  conv i c ted o f  c r imes i n c l ud ing murde r ,  r ape ,  
k idnapp ing and a rmed r obbe ry .   The sen tences r equ i r e  t he app rova l  o f  Pres iden t  
Karza i  be fo re execu t i ons can be ca r r i ed ou t .   Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  f ea rs  t ha t  
sudden and l a rge - sca le  execu t i ons may t ake p lace i n  sec recy as happened i n  
Oc tobe r  2007 .  

On 16 Apr i l  2008 ,  t he Supreme Cour t  con f i rmed t he dea th sen tences bu t  w i thhe ld  
t he names o f  t he accused and t he l o ca t i ons where t hey a re be ing de ta i ned .  
Cred ib l e  i n f o rma t i on r ece i ved by Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  shows t ha t  t he t r i a l  
p roceed ings i n  a t  l eas t  some o f  t he cases f e l l  f a r  be low i n t e rna t i ona l  s tanda rds 
o f  f a i r ness .  F laws i n  t he t r i a l  p rocedu res i n c l uded i nadequa te t ime f o r  t he 
accused t o  p repa re f o r  t he i r  de fence ,  l a ck  o f  l ega l  r ep resen ta t i on du r i ng cou r t  
p roceed ings ,  weak ev idence p resen ted be fo re  t he cou r t s  and t he den ia l  o f  t he 
de fendan ts ’  r i gh t  t o  ca l l  and exam ine w i tnesses .  A Supreme Cour t  j udge ,  Abdu l  
Rash id  Rashed ,  r epo r ted l y  d i sm issed c r i t i c i sm conce rn ing t he cou r t  p rocedu res ,  
c la im ing t ha t  t he t r i a l s  had been “ t r anspa ren t ” .

Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l ,  a long w i th  o the r  human r i gh t s  g roups ,  t he European Un ion 
(EU)  and Un i ted Na t i ons (UN)  have p rev ious l y  exp ressed conce rn a t  t he i nab i l i t y  
o f  Afghan i s tan ’ s  f l edg l i ng j u s t i ce  sys tem t o  e f f ec t i ve l y  gua ran tee due p rocess 
and f a i r  and t r anspa ren t  j u s t i ce  wh ich mee ts i n t e rna t i ona l  s tanda rds ,  such as 
Ar t i c l es  6 and 14 o f  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Covenan t  on C iv i l  and Po l i t i ca l  R igh ts ,  t o  
wh ich A fghan i s tan i s  a s ta te  pa r t y ,  and t he UN Sa fegua rds Guaran tee ing Pro tec t i on  
Of The Righ ts  Of Those Fac ing The Dea th Pena l t y .  
S im i l a r  conce rns have been vo i ced i n  Afghan i s tan i n  r esponse t o  t he 100 dea th 
sen tences .  Wad i r  Sa f i ,  a j u r i s t  and l aw p ro fesso r  a t  t he Un ive rs i t y  o f  Kabu l  
s ta ted i n  t he med ia t ha t  i n  A fghan i s tan “ cou r t  p roceed ings a re ca r r i ed ou t  beh ind 
c losed doo rs ,  w i thou t  t he p resence o f  de fence a t t o rneys ,  and o f t en w i thou t  t he 
p resen ta t i on o f  any p roo f  on t he pa r t  o f  t he pub l i c  p rosecu to r ” .   

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

F i f t een peop le  were execu ted i n  Oc tobe r  2007 ,  t he f i r s t  execu t i ons i n  A fghan i s tan 
f o r  t h ree yea rs .  The 15 were gunned down as t hey a t t emp ted t o  f l ee t he execu t i on .  
The execu t i ons were immed ia te l y  f o l l owed by a 10 - day hunge r  s t r i ke  by some 
p r i sone rs  i n  Pu l - e -Charkh i  p r i son .  The p ro tes t i ng p r i sone rs  a rgued t ha t  t he 
execu t i ons had no t  been based on f a i r  and t r anspa ren t  t r i a l s ,  t ha t  some had been 
po l i t i ca l l y  mot i va ted and t ha t  a t  l eas t  one pe rson had escaped execu t i on by 
pay ing b r i bes .

The Afghan au tho r i t i es  have uphe ld  t he dea th sen tences desp i t e  t he UN Genera l  
Assemb ly ’ s  adop t i on o f  r eso lu t i on 62 /149 ( 18 December  2007 )  ca l l i ng f o r  a 



wor l dw ide mora to r i um on t he use o f  t he dea th pena l t y .  The r eso lu t i on was adop ted 
by an ove rwhe lm ing ma jo r i t y  o f  104 UN member  s ta tes and a t  a t ime when a t o t a l  o f  
135 coun t r i es  have abo l i shed t he dea th pena l t y  i n  l aw o r  p rac t i ce .

Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  opposes t he dea th pena l t y  i n  a l l  cases .  The dea th pena l t y  
i s  a symp tom o f  a cu l t u re  o f  v io l ence ,  and no t  a so lu t i on t o  i t .  I t  has no t  been 
shown t o  have any g rea te r  de te r ren t  e f f ec t  t han o the r  pun i shmen ts ,  and i s  known 
t o  have been ca r r i ed ou t  on t he i nnocen t .  The o rgan i za t i on cons ide rs  t he dea th 
pena l t y  as t he u l t ima te c rue l ,  i nhuman and deg rad ing pun i shmen t ,  and a v io l a t i on 
o f  t he r i gh t  t o  l i f e .  

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appea ls to  ar r i ve as qu ick ly  as poss ib le ,  i n  
Eng l ish ,  Dar i  and Pashtu or your own l anguage:
-  ca l l i ng  on Pres i den t  Karza i  t o  use h i s  powers t o  commute o r  pa rdon t hese and 
a l l  o the r  ou ts tand ing dea th sen tences i n  Afghan i s tan ;
-  exp ress ing conce rn t ha t  t he cou r t  p roceed ings i n  A fghan i s tan f a l l  f a r  be low 
i n t e rna t i ona l  s tanda rds o f  f a i r ness such as t hose p rov ided i n  Ar t i c l e  14 o f  t he 
I n t e rna t i ona l  Covenan t  on C iv i l  and Po l i t i ca l  R igh ts ,  t o  wh ich Afghan i s tan i s  a 
s ta te  pa r t y ,  as we l l  as t he  UN Sa fegua rds Guaran tee ing Pro tec t i on Of The Righ ts  
Of Those Fac ing The Dea th Pena l t y ;  
-  s ta t i ng t ha t  as an immed ia te  s tep ,  t he execu t i ons shou ld  be suspended un t i l  
t hose f ac i ng dea th a t  t he hands o f  t he s ta te  have been g ran ted t he i r  f a i r  t r i a l  
r i gh t s ;  
-  ca l l i ng  on Pres i den t  Karza i  t o  r e - i n t r oduce immed ia te l y  a mora to r i um on a l l  
execu t i ons i n  A fghan i s tan ,  i n  l i ne  w i th  t he r ecen t  UN Genera l  Assemb ly  r eso lu t i on 
t ha t  was adop ted i n  December  2007 ,  w i th  a v iew t o  an even tua l  abo l i t i on o f  t he 
dea th pena l t y  i n  l i ne  w i th  t he wor l dw ide t r end .

APPEALS TO: I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ge t  l e t t e r s  and ema i l s  t o  Afghan i s tan .  P lease send 
appea l s  t o  d ip l oma t i c  r ep resen ta t i ves o f  Afghan i s tan acc red i t ed t o  you r  coun t r y .  
Ask t ha t  t hey be f o rwa rded t o  Pres iden t  Karza i ,  At to rney Gene ra l  Abdu l  Jaba r  
Sab i t  and Min i s te r  o f  Jus t i ce  Sarwar  Dan ish .

P lease a l so send cop ies t o  you r  coun t r y ’ s  Fore ign A f fa i r s  Min i s te r  and t he human 
r i gh t s  depa r tmen t  i n  you r  coun t r y ’ s  Min i s t r y  o f  Fore ign A f fa i r s .

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  Check w i th  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Sec re ta r i a t ,  o r  
you r  sec t i on o f f i ce ,  i f  send ing appea l s  a f t e r  20 June 2008 .
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