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Cover photo: Schoolchildren shout slogans during
a rally to solicit responsible participation from
citizens in the ongoing elections in New Delhi, India,
April 2009.
© AP Photo/Manish Swarup

This page: Simon, aged 18, migrated from Cameroon
to France to pursue his dream of becoming a
professional footballer. He did not want his face
to be shown. Many African teenagers are trafficked
or sent to Europe for football trials, only to be
abandoned if they do not make the grade.

GETTING WIRE
Would you like to know more about
Amnesty International’s campaigns
or use the WIRE actionzine for your
own activism?

WIRE is available to download
online at www.amnesty.org. To
receive your free print copy,
all you need to do is join our
international membership – go
to the final page of this issue
for more details.

Institutions are welcome to
purchase copies. The price for
six copies a year for institutions
is £35/US$54/€41. Amnesty
International sections can
purchase copies for their own
members. Email us on
wire.subscribe@amnesty.org or
call +44 207 413 5814/5507.
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THIS IS

YOUR WIRE
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU LIKE IT

» Have you used the actions?
» Have you shared the information with anyone?
» What would you like to see more of in future issues?
» Do you have photos or articles that you would like to share with
other members?
» And finally, have you visited the new blog www.amnesty.org/livewire?

Send all your comments and suggestions to:

WIRE
Editorial and Publishing Programme
Amnesty International
International Secretariat
Peter Benenson House
1 Easton Street
London WC1X 0DW
United Kingdom

or email us on
yourwire@amnesty.org
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WWW.DEMANDDIGNITY.ORG
PEOPLE LIVING IN POVERTY ARE EXCLUDED, DENIED A SAY AND THREATENED WITH VIOLENCE AND
INSECURITY. FULL RESPECT FOR THEIR RIGHTS IS KEY TO RELEASING THEM FROM THIS TRAP. RESPECT
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DEMANDS INCLUSION, DEMANDS THAT PEOPLE GET A SAY, AND DEMANDS THAT THOSE
IN POWER ENSURE PEOPLE CAN LIVE FREE FROM FEAR AND FROM WANT.
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HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

In the Middle East and North Africa,
governments silence and intimidate human
rights defenders. Read their stories and
show your solidarity. PAGE 19.

DEMAND DIGNITY

Read about the effects of human rights abuses on people
living in poverty and find out about Amnesty International’s
new global campaign on PAGE 2.

Want to know more? Read about the
leading issues of the campaign –
maternal mortality, corporate
accountability, slums and making
rights law – on PAGES 7, 8, 14 AND 15.

WHAT ELSE?
Send a postcard to the South African government
and demand that rape victims who arrive from
Zimbabwe receive urgent medical treatment (PAGE 17);
call for the death penalty to be abolished in Japan
(PAGE 17); and write to the authorities in Bosnia
and Herzegovina and urge them to support and
compensate the thousands of women who were raped
or otherwise sexually abused during the war. (PAGE 18).

Q&A
Lawyer and human rights defender
Radhia Nasraoui talks to WIRE
about her struggle to abolish
torture in Tunisia. PAGE 13.

IN
SI

DE THIS WIRE

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS IN PARAGUAY

The Yakye Axa and Sawhoyamaxa Indigenous
communities are demanding that the Paraguayan
government return their traditional lands. Add your
voice and support them. PAGE 16.

WORLDWIDE APPEALS
READ, DISTRIBUTE, ACT NOW
SEE OUR INSERT

ADD YOUR VOICE
Our activism pull-out in the centre pages has tips and
advice on how to take part in the Demand Dignity
campaign, a poster, postcards and a lot more.
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ALL OVER THE
WORLD, PEOPLE
IN POVERTY ARE
DEMANDING DIGNITY. THEY
WANT AN END TO THE INJUSTICE
AND EXCLUSION THAT KEEP THEM
TRAPPED IN DEPRIVATION. THEY WANT TO
HAVE CONTROL OVER THE DECISIONS THAT
AFFECT THEIR LIVES. THEY WANT THEIR RIGHTS
TO BE RESPECTED AND THEIR VOICES TO COUNT. JOIN
THEM NOW. ADD YOUR VOICE TO AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL’S
NEW CAMPAIGN.

FOR A
PATH
OUT

OF
POVERTY,

TAKE THE HU
When people in poverty talk of their experiences, they do not just talk of

deprivation – although of course that is key. They also talk about
whether they can send their children to school, and whether that

school, along with their home, will be bulldozed in the morning. They talk
about living in fear of violence, of being treated like criminals, of being
excluded not just from what is perceived as “mainstream” society but also
from decisions taken on their own behalf and of never being listened to.
They talk of losing their scant livelihoods on the whim of an international
corporation’s determination to extract resources from under their feet. They
talk of arbitrary arrests, of being marginalized, of having no access to justice,
and about the experiences that shape their lives: experiences of deprivation,
insecurity, exclusion and a sense of voicelessness.

In the next few years, Amnesty International will be working with
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MAN RIGHTS ROUTE
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individuals and communities who are living in poverty to ensure that when
they talk about their experiences, governments listen. But in order to do this,
we need your support, your opinion and your voice.

LIFE IN POVERTY
If you live in poverty, you face daily threats to your own personal safety
and that of your family. Your home, possessions and livelihoods are likely
to be insecure and unprotected by law. You probably have no access to social
security, no secure and permanent employment, or any power within the
employment relationship. You have no recourse when those with power over
you abuse it. You are also more likely to be affected by conflict, exposed to
criminal violence and denied the protection of the law and the police that is
granted to the better off and those with influence.

If you are poor, your human rights are abused on a regular basis.
And without rights, you remain trapped in poverty.

HUMAN RIGHTS MEAN LESS POVERTY
Full respect for human rights requires the recognition that everyone has
the right to live in dignity, and the right to food, water, basic health care,
education and shelter. These demands give those living in poverty a tool
to change the balance of power that keeps them poor.

People living in poverty are excluded, denied a say and threatened
with violence and insecurity. Rights are key to releasing this trap.
Respect for human rights demands inclusion, that people have a say,
and that those in power ensure people can live free from fear and
from want.
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VOICES IGNORED
People living in poverty talk of being ignored by those in power. They feel
that their views are not taken into account. Their efforts to organize are met
with repression, information relevant to their communities is withheld, and
processes for consultation are rigged or ineffective.

Whether through deliberate silencing or being rendered mute by
indifference, the effect is the same – an overwhelming sense of voicelessness.
It is no mere coincidence that the poorest countries are also among the
world’s most repressive. Yet even in countries formally committed to
democratic principles those living in poverty face difficulties in getting their
voices heard.

People living in poverty say they feel shut out by the very institutions set
up to deliver the public services they so desperately need. Courts, the police,
welfare bodies, municipal councils, utility services, boards of education –
ostensibly meant to treat all citizens equally – too often treat poor people with
contempt or indifference. And if you are a woman in poverty you suffer the
double bind of both family and society excluding you from decision-making
processes and power.

In June 2008, the UN Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor
revealed that four billion people – the majority of the world’s population –
are excluded from the rule of law. Up to 71 per cent of children in the least
developed countries are not registered by their fifth birthday, leaving them
with no documented proof that they were ever born, let alone continue to
exist. This impedes their access to health care and education and prevents
them from fully participating as political, economic and social actors in
society.

DEMAND DIGNITY
Over at least the next six years, Amnesty International will work to shift the
balance of power, together with those who are denied a say as they tell

their own stories and strive to engage in the processes that determine their
own future.

Amnesty International’s Demand Dignity campaign will initially focus on a
few key areas and patterns of human rights abuse which show particularly
sharply the interplay of deprivation, insecurity, exclusion and voices ignored.
Its overall goal is to end the human rights violations that keep people poor.

MATERNAL MORTALITY
Half a million women die each year of pregnancy-related complications.

Almost every one of them could have been saved by proper medical care
at the right time. Women and girls in poverty have no access to information
about the risks when complications occur, particularly if they have had no
schooling or are illiterate.

Health costs often keep them from obtaining the care they need. For
those living in remote areas, it is hard to reach health facilities – transport
costs may be prohibitive or routes impassable.
Read more about how women die during childbirth because of poverty and injustice on
page 7.

CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY
The actions of corporations and other businesses affect the lives of people all
over the world. Sometimes, the impact on individuals and communities can
be disastrous.

People living in poverty in developing countries often bear the brunt of
corporate bad practice and abuses. Weak domestic regulation, ineffective
enforcement and corporate double standards mean that they have no control
over what happens to their land and their communities. They have little
access to information and are denied their part in any decision making or
future plans for the local areas.
Read how corporations can abuse human rights and keep people in poverty on page 8.

OIL, POVERTY AND HUMAN
RIGHTS IN THE NIGER DELTA
The Niger Delta in Nigeria has massive oil deposits, which
have generated billions of dollars in revenue. Yet, the
majority of the Niger Delta’s 30 million people live in
extreme poverty.

People living in the oil producing areas of the Niger
Delta have been systematically denied access to
information about how oil exploration and production will
affect them. They have seen their human rights undermined
by oil companies and been repeatedly denied access to
justice as the government fails to hold companies
to account.

In February 2005, soldiers from the Joint Task Force
fired on protesters at the Escravos oil terminal on the coast
of the western Niger Delta. Bawo Ajeboghuku, a fisherman
in his early thirties, was shot and later died from his
injuries. At least 30 other demonstrators were injured, some
of them seriously, by blows from rifle butts and other
weapons.©
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WHETHER IN A HIGH-PROFILE
CONFLICT OR A FORGOTTEN
CORNER OF THE GLOBE,
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
CAMPAIGNS FOR JUSTICE,
FREEDOM AND DIGNITY FOR
ALL AND SEEKS TO GALVANIZE
PUBLIC SUPPORT TO BUILD
A BETTER WORLD

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Activists around the world have shown that it is possible to
resist the dangerous forces that are undermining human
rights. Be part of this movement. Combat those who peddle
fear and hate.

� Join Amnesty International and become part of a
worldwide movement campaigning for an end to human
rights violations. Help us make a difference.

Together we can make our voices heard.

I am interested in receiving further information on becoming a member of
Amnesty International

NAME

ADDRESS

COUNTRY

EMAIL

Please return this form to the Amnesty International office in your
country.

For a full list of the offices worldwide please go to
www.amnesty.org/en/worldwide-sites

If there is no office in your country, you can become an International
Member and join our International Members’ online community.

To do this, please visit: www.amnesty.org/en/join
where you will be able to access joining information and sign up online
in Arabic, English, French and Spanish.

Or alternatively write to:
Online Communities Team, Amnesty International,
International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street,
London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom

To be an International Member you need to agree to an
International Members Code of Conduct. The Code is
available in Arabic, English, French and Spanish at:
www.amnesty.org/en/code-of-conduct
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Amnesty International UK flower-laying protest in front of
the Iranian embassy, London, May 2009. Delara Darabi,
a juvenile offender, was executed on Friday 1 May 2009,
even though the Head of the Judiciary in Iran had
granted her a two-month stay of execution.



‘WE
MUST USE

OURVOICES’Radhia Nasraoui


