
Occupied Palestinian Territories

Torn apart by
factional strife
Growing lawlessness and political violence between Palestinian

factions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) reached an

unprecedented level in the first half of 2007, culminating in June

with all-out inter-factional strife between gunmen loyal to the two

main parties in the newly-formed coalition government. Some

300 Palestinians were killed in gun battles and attacks, with

residents often caught in the crossfire as security forces and

armed groups loyal to the President’s Fatah party and to the Prime

Minister’s Hamas party battled each other recklessly across the

Gaza Strip.  

Having wrested control of all the Fatah-controlled security

installations and other government institutions in the Gaza Strip,

Hamas forces and gunmen have continued to hunt down Fatah

supporters and other critics.  Hundreds have been arbitrarily

detained, torture is routine, protest demonstrations are violently

suppressed, and journalists are attacked and intimidated.  

In the West Bank the security forces under President Abbas’ control

launched a crackdown on Hamas supporters.  Hundreds have

been rounded up and detained outside the legal framework, and

often ill-treated and at times tortured.  Protesters, critics and pro-

Hamas media have been attacked and intimidated by security

forces and Fatah gunmen. 

In the Gaza Strip the violence has taken a heavy toll on the civilian

population, already debilitated by years of Israeli military

campaigns, deteriorating humanitarian conditions and growing

international isolation.  Since June the situation has worsened

markedly, with 1.5 million people trapped in the Gaza Strip by

stringent Israeli blockades and international sanctions, and forced

into growing poverty and despair. 
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