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SUDAN Abok Al fa Akok (f)

Abdu Ismail Tong (m
Yousi f Yaow Monbai (m)
Mohamed Adam Yahya (m)
Ahnmed Sul ei man Mohaned (m)
Mohamed Hassan Mahmoud (m)
Ahnmed Yassin (m

23 nmen

The peopl e naned above have been sentenced to death, stoning or anputation,
in two provinces in western Sudan, Northern and Southern Darfur. Three nen
were executed on 25 Decenber 2001 in the capital of Northern Darfur, and
Amesty International fears that other executions are imrnent. Sudan’s
penal code, which is based upon the governnent’'s interpretation of Shari’a
(Islamic Iaw), includes penalties such as |linb anputation, death and death
foll owed by crucifixion.

Abok Al fa Akok was convicted of adultery and sentenced to death by stoning

by the Crinminal Court of Nyala, Southern Darfur. She is reportedly claining
that she was coerced into sexual intercourse. The court found nothing

agai nst the man accused of having sexual relations with her. Abok Al fa Akok
is a nmenber of the largest ethnic group in Southern Sudan, the Di nka, whose
religious beliefs are Christian or aninmist, and who speak Di nka or Engli sh.
Her | awer has reportedly appeal ed on the grounds that as a non-Mislim she
shoul d not be subjected to penalties based on Islamc |aw, and that she had
difficulty understandi ng the Arabic | anguage used during her trial

Abdu |Ismail Tong, reportedly from Guinea, and Yousif Yaow Monbai

reportedly fromthe Denocratic Republic of Congo, were convicted of
stealing 3 mllion Sudanese pounds (approx US $1160) and sentenced to
anputation of the right hand. They confessed to the theft in police
custody, but reportedly denied the crinme after the trial, raising concerns
that they may have confessed under duress. They were reportedly tried by an
“Emergency” court in Nyala, Southern Darfur, wthout access to |awers.

Mohanmed Adam Yahya and Ahnmed Sul ei man Mohaned were reportedly sentenced to
anputation of the right hand, followed by death by hanging, by a court in
Nort hern Darfur province on 25 Decenber 2001. Mhamed Hassan Mahnmoud and
Adam Yassin were reportedly sentenced to death by hangi ng by “Energency”
courts in Al Fasher and another area of the province. The four nen have
apparently been convicted of offences ranging fromarned robbery to nurder

Amesty International has also received unconfirned reports that sone 21
men have been sentenced to death by hangi ng by the “Energency” court in
Nyal a since 5 Septenber 2001. Two nen were apparently sentenced to “cross
anput ation” (anmputation of the right hand and | eft foot) on 27 Decenber
2001, by a court in the Darfur region

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON
Under Sudan’s penal code, the sentence for armed robbery is cross

anputation, and that for adultery by a married person is death by stoning.
Amesty International regards these as cruel, inhuman or degrading
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puni shments and therefore inconsistent with international human rights | aw
and expressly forbidden by the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), which Sudan has ratified, and the United Nations
Convention agai nst Torture and other Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treat nent
or Puni shnent (CAT), which Sudan has signed.

Darfur has been the scene of conplex strife between ethnic groups, and
frequent armed robberies by bandits, for nany years. The government now
appears to have extended and intensified the State of Emergency, announced
in Decenber 1999 in Khartoum and renewed every year since, to Northern and
Sout hern Darfur provinces. Energency or Special Courts appear to have been
established in May 2001 in both provinces to deal with offences such as
armed robbery, murder and possession and smuggling of weapons. These courts
are headed by two mlitary judges and one civil judge and do not all ow

| egal representation for the accused. People convicted by these courts may
appeal within seven days to the District Chief Justice in Darfur

Amesty International is unconditionally opposed to the death penalty and
ot her forns of cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnment or punishnent, and
canpai gns for these to be renoved fromall penal codes w thout exception.
The organi zation takes no position on the ideological or religious basis of
any penal code.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that the people naned above have been sentenced in
Darfur to death by stoning, death by hangi ng and anputati ons;

- explaining that in your view such sentences contravene the prohibition in
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights of all forms of cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatnment or punishment, as well as Sudan’s obligations under
t he |1 CCPR and CAT,;

- appealing for these and all such sentences of death and anputation to be
comut ed i medi ately;

- calling on the government to uphold the right of all to receive a fair
trial, in accordance with international standards and wi thout recourse to
the death penalty;

- appealing for the law in Sudan to be amended to bring it into line with

i nternational standards.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel |l ency Lieutenant General Omar Hassan al - Bashir
Presi dent of the Republic of Sudan

President’ s Pal ace

PO Box 281, Khartoum Sudan

Fax: + 24911 771651/ 787676 / 783223

Tel egranms: President al-Bashir, Khartoum Sudan

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M Ali Mhamed Osman Yassin

M ni ster of Justice and Attorney Genera

M ni stry of Justice

Khart oum Sudan

Tel egrams: Justice Mnister, Khartoum Sudan
Fax: +24911 788941 /| 774842/ 774906

Sal utation: Dear M nister



M Mustafa OCsman | smail

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

M nistry of Foreign Affairs

PO Box 873, Khartoum Sudan

Fax: +24911 779383

Tel egrams: Foreign Mnister, Khartoum Sudan
Sal utation: Dear M nister

Dr Ahned al - Mufti
Advi sory Council for Human Ri ghts

PO Box 302
Khart oum Sudan
Fax: + 24911 779173

Salutation: Dear Dr al-Mifti
COPI ES TO

M Hafez al - Shei kh al - Zaki
Chi ef Justice, Suprene Court
Khart oum Sudan

and to diplomatic representatives of Sudan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 February 2002.



