Amnesty International Public document - Al Index AFR 46/009/2000 - News Service Nr. 90

16 May 2000
AFR 46/009/2000

Zimbabwe: Peaceful elections are necessary for a stable democracy
Amnesty International repeated its call for human rights to be fully respected following the
announcement by President Robert Mugabe that el ectionsin Zimbabwe are to be held on 24 and
25 June.

The human rightsorgani zation called on President M ugabe, thegovernment and the police
authorities of Zimbabwe to ensure that this electoral process is peaceful.

In the run-up to the elections Amnesty International calls for:

- an end to politically motivated violence and intimidation of supporters of opposition
parties;

- freedom of expression, whichincludesjournalistshaving thefreedomtotravel and report
without being intimidated;

- freedom of assembly and association, to ensure that all people can participatein rallies
of any political parties without fear of intimidation or violence;

- impartia policing of al pre-election activitiesand investigation of any incidentsof human
rights abuses, regardless of the political affiliation of the perpetrators or the victims.

In addition, the human rights organization called on foreign governments who are going
to send electoral monitors to Zimbabwe to ensure that these monitors will have a human rights
mandate.

/ENDS...

Amnesty International has been monitoring the human rights situation in Zimbabwe closely and has
recently written to president Mugabe to raise these concerns. To obtain a copy of this letter, or for
more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413
5810 or on international mobile +44 7778 472 119 or visit our website on http://www.amnesty.org
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