
PUBLIC AI I ndex :   MDE 13 /068 /2008
15 May 2008

UA 128 /08 Arb i t ra ry ar res ts /  Pr isoners of  consc ience

IRAN Far iba Kamalabad i  Tae f i  ( f ) , ]  
Jamalodd in Khan jan i  (m) ,  ]
Af i f  Nae imi  (m) , ]
Sae id Rezae i  (m) ,  ]  members of  the Baha ’ i  

communi ty  
Behrouz Tavakko l i  (m) ,  ]
Vah id T iz fahm (m) , ]
Mahvash Sabet  ( f ) ]

S ix  l eade rs  o f  a g roup manag ing t he Baha ’ i  commun i t y ’ s  r e l i g i ous and 
adm in i s t r a t i ve  a f f a i r s  i n  I r an were a r res ted a t  t he i r  homes by o f f i ce r s  f r om t he 
Min i s t r y  o f  I n t e l l i gence on 14 May and a re now de ta i ned i n  Ev in  Pr i son i n  Teh ran .  
A seven th pe rson ,  ac t i ng sec re ta r y  f o r  t he g roup ,  Mahvash Sabe t ,  has been i n  
de ten t i on s ince 5 March .  They may a l l  be p r i sone rs  o f  consc ience ,  de ta i ned so le l y  
because o f  t he i r  r e l i g i ous be l i e f s  o r  t he i r  peace fu l  ac t i v i t i es  on beha l f  o f  t he 
Baha ’ i  commun i t y .

The s i x  Baha ’ i  l eade rs ,  Fa r i ba Kama labad i  Tae f i ,  Jama lodd in  Khan jan i ,  Af i f  
Nae im i ,  Sae id  Reza ie ,  Behrouz Tavakko l i  and Vah id  T iz fahm, were a r res ted 
f o l l ow ing r a i ds  on t he i r  homes by o f f i ce r s  f r om t he Min i s t r y  o f  I n t e l l i gence i n  
t he ea r l y  hou rs  o f  14 May .  The i r  homes were ex tens i ve l y  sea rched f o r  abou t  f i ve  
hou rs .  

Far i ba Kama labad i  Tae f i ,  Behrouz Tavakko l i  and Jama lodd in  Khan jan i  have 
p rev ious l y  been a r res ted f o r  t he i r  ac t i v i t i es  on beha l f  o f  t he Baha ’ i  commun i t y .  
Far i ba Kama labad i  Tae f i  and Beh rouz Tavakko l i  were a r res ted i n  Mashhad i n  
Khorasan Prov i nce ,  no r th - eas te rn I r an ,  on 26 Ju l y  2005 a f t e r  t hey a r r i ved a t  t he 
c i t y ’ s  bus s ta t i on f r om Teh ran i n  o rde r  t o  mee t  some o the r  Baha ’ i s  and d i scuss 
commun i t y  a f f a i r s .  Far i ba Kama labad i  Tae f i ,  who was r e l eased on ba i l  on 19 
Sep tember  2005 ,  i s  a member  o f  a coo rd ina t i ng g roup t ha t  supe rv i ses cou rse work 
f o r  Baha ’ i s  i n  I r an who wish t o  s tudy t he i r  r e l i g i on .  She had p rev ious l y  been 
a r res ted on 25 May 2005 and r e l eased on ba i l  on 28 June .  Beh rouz Tavakko l i  was 
r e l eased on ba i l  on 15 November  2005 .  

Mahvash Sabe t ,  who l i ves i n  Teh ran ,  was summoned t o  Mashhad by t he Min i s t r y  o f  
I n t e l l i gence as pa r t  o f  i t s  i n ves t i ga t i on i n t o  t he bu r i a l  o f  an i nd i v i dua l  i n  t he 
c i t y ’ s  Baha ’ i  ceme te ry .  She was a r res ted on 5 March and l a t e r  t r ans fe r red t o  Ev in  
Pr i son ,  where she r ema ins .

Three o the r  Baha ’ i s  a re a l so cu r ren t l y  de ta i ned i n  unc lea r  c i r cums tances i n  
Sh i raz and may a l so be p r i sone rs  o f  consc ience (See UA 25 /08 ;  MDE 13 /017 /2008 ,  25 
Janua ry  2008 ) .

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Baha ’ i  f a i t h  was f ounded abou t  150 yea rs  ago i n  I r an and has s ince sp read 
a round t he wor l d .  S ince t he es tab l i shmen t  o f  t he I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an i n  



1979 ,  t he Baha ’ i  commun i t y  has been sys tema t i ca l l y  ha rassed and pe rsecu ted .  
The re a re ove r  300 ,000 Baha ’ i s  cu r ren t l y  i n  I r an ,  bu t  t he i r  r e l i g i on i s  no t  
r ecogn i zed unde r  t he I r an ian Cons t i t u t i on ,  wh ich on l y  r ecogn i zes I s l am ,  
Chr i s t i an i t y ,  Juda i sm and Zo roas t r i an i sm .  Baha ’ i s i n  I r an a re sub jec t  t o  
d i sc r im ina to r y  l aws and r egu la t i ons wh ich v io l a te  t he i r  r i gh t  t o  p rac t i se  t he i r  
r e l i g i on f r ee l y ,  as se t  ou t  i n  Ar t i c l e  18 (1 )  o f  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Covenan t  on 
C iv i l  and Po l i t i ca l  R igh ts ,  t o  wh ich I r an i s  a s ta te  pa r t y ,  and wh ich deny t hem 
equa l  r i gh t s  t o  educa t i on ,  work and t o  a decen t  s tanda rd o f  l i v i ng by r es t r i c t i ng 
t he i r  access t o  emp loymen t  and bene f i t s  such as pens ions .  They a re no t  pe rm i t t ed 
t o  mee t ,  t o  ho ld  r e l i g i ous ce remon ies o r  t o  p rac t i ce  t he i r  r e l i g i on communa l l y .  
S ince Pres iden t  Ahmad ine jad was e lec ted i n  2005 ,  dozens o f  Baha ’ i s have been 
a r res ted because o f  t he i r  f a i t h .  
 
Members o f  t he Baha ’ i  commun i t y  i n  I r an p ro fess t he i r  a l l eg i ance t o  t he s ta te  and 
deny t ha t  t hey a re i n vo l ved i n  any subve rs i ve ac t s  aga ins t  t he gove rnmen t ,  wh ich 
t hey s ta te  wou ld be aga ins t  t he i r  r e l i g i on .  Fo r  f u r t he r  i n f o rma t i on ,  p lease see 
t he r epo r t :  I r an – New gove rnmen t  f a i l s  t o  add ress d i re  human r i gh t s  s i t ua t i on 
(MDE 13 /010 /2006 ,  16 Feb rua ry  2006 ) :  
h t t p : / /www.amnes t y .o rg /en / l i b ra r y /asse t /MDE13 /010 /2006 /en /dom-MDE130102006en .h tm l

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appea ls to  ar r i ve as qu ick ly  as poss ib le ,  i n  
Pers ian ,  Arab ic ,  Eng l ish or your own l anguage:
-  ask ing why t he seven i nd i v i dua l s  ( p l ease name t hem) have been de ta i ned by t he 
Min i s t r y  o f  I n t e l l i gence ;  
-  s ta t i ng t ha t  Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  wou ld cons ide r  t hem t o  be p r i sone rs  o f  
consc ience i f  t hey a re de ta i ned because o f  t he i r  Baha ’ i  f a i t h  o r  t he i r  peace fu l  
ac t i v i t i es  manag ing t he r e l i g i ous o r  adm in i s t r a t i ve  a f f a i r s  o f  t he Baha ’ i  
commun i t y  i n  I r an ;  
-  ca l l i ng  f o r  t he i r  r e l ease i f  t hey a re no t  t o  be cha rged wi th  a r ecogn i zab l y  
c r im ina l  o f f ence and b rough t  t o  t r i a l  p romp t l y  and f a i r l y ;
-  ca l l i ng  on t he au tho r i t i es  no t  t o  t o r t u re  o r  i l l - t r ea t  t hem;
-  u rg ing t he au tho r i t i es  t o  ensu re t ha t  t hey a re g i ven immed ia te  and r egu la r  
access t o  t he i r  r e l a t i ves and l awye rs  o f  t he i r  cho i ce.

APPEALS TO:
Leade r  o f  t he I s l am ic  Repub l i c
H is Exce l l ency Aya to l l ah Sayed ‘ A l i  Khamene i
The Of f i ce o f  t he Sup reme Leade r ,  I s l am ic  Repub l i c  St ree t  -  Shah id  Keshva r  Dous t  
St ree t
Teh ran ,  I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Emai l : i n fo@leader . i r
Sa lu ta t ion : Your Exce l l ency

Min i s te r  o f  I n t e l l i gence
Gho lam Hosse in  Mohsen i  E je ie
Min i s t r y  o f  I n t e l l i gence ,  Second Nega res tan S t ree t ,  Pasda ran Avenue ,  Teh ran ,  
I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Sa lu ta t ion :  Your Exce l l ency

Head o f  t he Jud i c i a r y
Aya to l l ah Mahmoud Hashemi  Shah roud i
Howzeh Riyasa t - e Qoveh Qaza i yeh /  Of f i ce  o f  t he Head o f  t he Jud i c i a r y  
Pas teu r  S t . ,  Va l i  As r  Ave . ,  sou th o f  Serah - e Jomhour i ,  Teh ran 1316814737 ,  I s l am ic  
Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Emai l : i n fo@dadgosta ry - t ehran . i r  ( In  sub jec t  l i ne wr i te :  FAO Ayato l lah 
Shahroud i )
Sa lu ta t ion :  Your Exce l l ency

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE13/010/2006/en/dom-MDE130102006en.html


COPIES TO:
Pres iden t
H is Exce l l ency Mahmoud Ahmad ine jad
The Pres idency
Pa les t i ne Avenue ,  Aze rba i j an I n t e r sec t i on
Teh ran ,  I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Fax :  + 98 21 6 649 5880
Emai l :   v ia webs i te :  ht tp : / /www.pres iden t . i r / ema i l /

Di rec to r ,  Human Righ ts  Headqua r te r s  o f  I r an
His Exce l l ency Mohammad Javad La r i j an i
C/o Of f i ce o f  t he Depu ty  f o r  I n t e rna t i ona l  Af fa i r s
Min i s t r y  o f  Jus t i ce ,  
Min i s t r y  o f  Jus t i ce Bu i l d i ng ,  Panzdah - Kho rdad (A rk )  Squa re ,  
Teh ran ,  I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Fax :  + 98 21 5 537 8827 (p lease keep t ry ing )

and t o  d ip loma t i c  r ep resen ta t i ves o f  I r an acc red i t ed t o  you r  coun t r y .

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  Check w i th  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Sec re ta r i a t ,  o r  
you r  sec t i on o f f i ce ,  i f  send ing appea l s  a f t e r  26 June 2008 .
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