
PUBLIC AI I ndex :  MDE 13 /067 /2008
14 May 2008

Fur ther  I n fo rmat ion on UA 331 /07 (MDE 13 /147 /2007 ,  13 December 2007 )  and fo l low-
ups (MDE 13 /008 /2008 ,  17 January 2008 ;  MDE 13 /062 /2008 ,  15 Apr i l  2008 )  -  
Arb i t ra ry ar res ts /Fear  of  Tor tu re or i l l - t rea tment /Poss ib le  pr isoners of  
consc ience 

IRAN Al i  Kantour i  (m) ]
Peyman Pi ran (m) ]  s tudent  ac t iv is ts
Behrouz Kar imizadeh (m) ]                

Behrouz Kar im i zadeh and Peyman P i ran have been r e l eased on ba i l ,  bu t  A l i  Kan tou r i  
i s  s t i l l  de ta i ned ,  and i s  no t  r ece i v i ng t he med ica t i on he needs .  A l l  t h ree 
s tuden t  ac t i v i s t s  were de ta i ned f o r  t he i r  a l l eged r o l e  i n  demons t ra t i ons a round 
t he t ime o f  I r an ' s  Na t i ona l  Un ive rs i t y  Studen ts '  Day ,  on 7 December  2007 .  

Beh rouz Kar im i zadeh was r e l eased on 15 Apr i l  2008 a f te r  h i s  f am i l y  pa id  a ba i l  o f  
300 ,000 Tomans ( abou t  US$ 328 ,000 ) .  He was a r res ted on 2 December  2007 a t  a 
f r i end ’ s  house and t o r t u red du r i ng h i s  de ten t i on .   Whi le  he was be ing 
i n t e r roga ted ,  a ha rd ob jec t  was t h rus t  i n t o  h i s  l e f t  ea r  wh ich caused a l o ss  o f  
hea r i ng.  Howeve r ,  he was no t  sub jec ted t o  e lec t r i c  shock t o r t u re  as was 
p rev ious l y  r epo r t ed ,  t hough he i s  r epo r ted t o  have been t o r t u red aga in  a f t e r  he 
a t t emp ted t o  commi t  su i c i de .  L i ke a l l  t he s tuden ts  who had been a r res ted du r i ng 
t he demons t ra t i ons ,  he was f o r ced t o  " con fess "  on t e l ev i s i on t o  hav ing l i n ks  w i th  
ex i l e  g roups and a t t emp t i ng t o  des tab i l i ze  t he coun t r y .  

Peyman P i ran was r e l eased f r om sec t i on 350 o f  Ev in  p r i son a t  t he end o f  Apr i l  
2008 a f te r  h i s  f am i l y  pa id  ba i l  o f  80 mi l l i on  Tomans (abou t  US$ 87 ,000 ) .  He was 
a r res ted on 4 December  2007 by p la i nc l o thes po l i ce  on h i s  way ou t  o f  Teh ran 
Un ive rs i t y .  Whi l s t  i n  de ten t i on ,  he was f l ogged on t he so les o f  h i s  f ee t  and 
ank les .  

A l i  Kan tou r i  was a r res ted by I n te l l i gence agency o f f i c i a l s  ( Et te l aa t )  on 15 
Janua ry  2008 i n  t he no r th - wes te rn t own o f  Qazv in .  H is f am i l y  were t e l ephoned 
t h ree days l a t e r  and t o l d  t ha t  he was i n  so l i t a r y  con f i nemen t  and unde r  i n t ens i ve 
i n t e r roga t i on i n  Qazv in  Pr i son .  Dur i ng t h i s  t ime ,  h i s  r i bs  and seve ra l  o f  h i s  
t ee th  were b roken when he r e fused t o  be f i lmed " con fess ing "  t o  hav ing l i n ks  w i th  
ex i l e  g roups and a t t emp t i ng t o  des tab i l i ze  t he coun t r y .

A l i  Kan tou r i  has been he ld  i n  seve ra l  p r i sons s ince h i s  a r res t .  He has been i n  
Sec t i on 209 o f  Ev in  Pr i son ,  Ra jae i  Shah r  Pr i son i n  Kara j ,  Teh ran Prov ince and 
f i na l l y  i n  Gheze l  Hesa r  Pr i son i n  Kara j ,  Teh ran p rov ince .  He i s  now he ld  i n  a 
ce l l  measu r i ng 6m² a long w i th  seven o the r  p r i sone rs ,  mos t l y  d rug add i c t s ,  wh ich 
makes i t  ex t reme l y  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  t hem t o  s leep .  A l i  Kan tou r i  su f f e r s  f r om as thma 
and a ches t  i n f ec t i on f o r  wh ich he was r ece i v i ng med ica l  t r ea tmen t  p r i o r  t o  h i s  
a r res t .   I n  mid - March he was seen by a p r i son doc to r  bu t  has no t  ye t  r ece i ved any 
med ica t i on .  

A l i  Kan tou r i ’ s  f am i l y  wen t  seve ra l  t imes t o  Branch 2 o f  t he Revo lu t i ona ry  Cour t ,  
wh ich i s  dea l i ng w i th  h i s  case ,  t o  seek med ica l  he lp  on h i s  beha l f ,  bu t  t he 



au tho r i t i es  d id  no t  r espond t o  t he i r  conce rns .  The f am i l y  a l so demanded access t o  
A l i  Kan tou r i  bu t  were r epea ted l y  t o l d  t ha t  he was he ld  “ unde r  i n ves t i ga t i on ” ,  
t ha t  t hey cou ld  no t  see h im and t ha t  t hey wou ld be con tac ted l a t e r .

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Studen t  g roups have been a t  t he f o re f r on t  o f  demands f o r  g rea te r  human r i gh t s  i n  
I r an i n  r ecen t  yea rs .  S ince t he e lec t i on o f  Pres i den t  Ahmad ine jad i n  2005 ,  t he re 
have been i n c reas ing r es t r i c t i ons on c i v i l  soc ie t y .  I n  Apr i l  2007 ,  Min i s te r  o f  
I n t e l l i gence Gho lam Hosse in  Mohsen i  E je ie  pub l i c l y  accused s tuden t  ac t i v i s t s  and 
campa igne rs  f o r  t he r i gh t s  o f  women o f  be ing pa r t  o f  an "enemy consp i r acy , "  
w i thou t  g i v i ng any i n f o rma t i on t o  back up t h i s  c la im ,  wh ich such ac t i v i s t s  
s t rong l y  r e j ec t .

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appea ls to  ar r i ve as qu ick ly  as poss ib le ,  i n  
Pers ian ,  Engl ish ,  Arab ic or your own l anguage:
-  we lcom ing t he r e l ease o f  Peyman P i ran and Behrouz Kar im izadeh i n  Apr i l  2008 ;
-  exp ress ing conce rn f o r  t he con t i nued de ten t i on o f  A l i  Kan tou r i  and ask i ng f o r  
t he cha rges aga ins t  h im t o  be made pub l i c ;
-  ca l l i ng  on t he au tho r i t i es  t o  ensu re t ha t  A l i  Kan tou r i  i s  g i ven access t o  h i s  
f am i l y ,  l ega l  r ep resen ta t i on and any med ica l  a t t en t i on he may r equ i r e ;
-  ca l l i ng f o r  an u rgen t ,  i ndependen t  i n ves t i ga t i on i n t o  t he a l l eged t o r t u re  o f  
a l l  t he s tuden t s  who had been de ta i ned ,  i n c l ud ing A l i  Kan tou r i ,  and f o r  t he 
pe rpe t ra to r s  t o  be b rough t  t o  j u s t i ce ,  and u rg ing t he au tho r i t i es  t o  p ro tec t  t hem 
f r om f u r t he r  t o r t u re  and o the r  i l l  t r ea tmen t ;
-  r em ind ing t he au tho r i t i e s  t ha t  con fess ions ex t rac ted unde r  t o r t u re  a re 
p roh ib i t ed by Ar t i c l e  38 o f  t he cons t i t u t i on o f  I r an ;  
-  u rg ing t he au tho r i t i es  t o  r e l ease o the r  a l l  s tuden t s  de ta i ned s ince December  
2007 i n  connec t i on w i th  Nat i ona l  Un ive rs i t y  Studen ts '  Day who a re he ld  so le l y  f o r  
t he peace fu l  exe rc i se o f  t he i r  r i gh t s .

APPEALS TO:
Leade r  o f  t he I s l am ic  Repub l i c
H is Exce l l ency Aya to l l ah Sayed ‘ A l i  Khamene i
The Of f i ce o f  t he Sup reme Leade r ,  I s l am ic  Repub l i c  St ree t  -  Shah id  Keshva r  Dous t  
St ree t
Teh ran ,  I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Emai l : i n fo@leader . i r
Sa lu ta t ion : Your Exce l l ency

Head o f  t he Jud i c i a r y
Aya to l l ah Mahmoud Hashemi  Shah roud i
Howzeh Riyasa t - e Qoveh Qaza i yeh /  Of f i ce  o f  t he Head o f  t he Jud i c i a r y  
Pas teu r  S t . ,  Va l i  As r  Ave . ,  sou th o f  Serah - e Jomhour i ,  Teh ran 1316814737 ,  I s l am ic  
Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Emai l : i n fo@dadgosta ry - t ehran . i r  ( In  sub jec t  l i ne wr i te :  FAO Ayato l lah 
Shahroud i )
Sa lu ta t ion :  Your Exce l l ency

Min i s te r  o f  I n t e l l i gence
Gho lam Hosse in  Mohsen i  E je ie
Min i s t r y  o f  I n t e l l i gence ,  Second Nega res tan S t ree t ,  Pasda ran Avenue ,  Teh ran ,  
I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Sa lu ta t ion :  Your Exce l l ency

COPIES TO: 
Pres iden t
H is Exce l l ency Mahmoud Ahmad ine jad
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The Pres idency ,  Pa les t i ne Avenue ,  Aze rba i j an I n t e r sec t i on ,  Teh ran ,  I s l am ic  
Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Emai l :  dr - ahmad ine jad@pres iden t . i r

v ia webs i te :  www.pres iden t . i r / ema i l

Speake r  o f  Par l i amen t
His Exce l l ency Gho lama l i  Haddad Ade l
Ma j l es - e Shou ra - ye Es lam i ,  Baha res tan Squa re ,  Teh ran ,  I s l am ic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an
Fax :  +98 21 3355 6408
Emai l : hadadade l@maj l i s . i r  (mark :  p lease fo rward to  the Ar t ic le  90 
Commiss ion )

and t o  d ip loma t i c  r ep resen ta t i ves o f  I r an acc red i t ed t o  you r  coun t r y .

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  Check w i th  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Sec re ta r i a t ,  o r  
you r  sec t i on o f f i ce ,  i f  send ing appea l s  a f t e r  25 June 2008 .
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