PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 13/012/2002

EXTRA 65/ 02 I mm nent flogging/arrest w thout charge/ 16 August 2002
nedi cal concern

| RAN Nasser Zarafshan (m, |awer, aged 56

Amesty International fears that Nasser Zarafshan nay be at inmmnent risk
of flogging. He has reportedly been sentenced to 70 | ashes, five years’

i mpri sonment and has been banned from practising law for five years. Nasser
Zar af shan, a possible prisoner of conscience, is reportedly currently

under goi ng nedical tests to determ ne whether he is healthy enough to face
the fl oggi ng sentence handed down on 19 March and upheld by an appeal court
on 16 July.

Nasser Zarafshan was arrested on 8 August, prior to his sumons to appear
before the Edare-ye Amaken (Bureau of Premises), an organi zation
responsi bl e for the enforcement of accepted noral codes in conpanies and
ot her offices. Nasser Zarafshan is reportedly seeking a further appeal to
the Supreme Court in respect to the sentence against him Amesty
International fears that the charges agai nst Nasser Zarafshan are
politically notivated.

A prom nent | awer, Nasser Zarafshan was charged in connection with

di ssem nating “confidential information” relating to a controversial and
wi dely publicised | egal case involving his representation of the children
of political activists who were nurdered in 1998 as part of what is known
in lran as the “serial nmurders” case. At least 18 Mnistry of Intelligence
of ficials have been tried and sone continue to face prosecution in
connection with sone of the nurders. He had criticized the investigation
and the absence of vital information fromcourt files.

Nasser Zarafshan was al so charged with havi ng weapons and al cohol at his
law firmfollowi ng a search of his office carried out while he was in
detention and without the presence of his | awer.

On 19 March 2002, a mlitary court sentenced Nasser Zarafshan to five
years' inprisonnent and 70 | ashes following his conviction in a secret

trial before a mlitary court. He was given two years for publicizing state
information, three years for possession of firearns and 70 | ashes for
illicitly possessing alcohol. He was al so banned from practising | aw, an
act which only a disciplinary court for |lawers is legally permtted to
undert ake.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English, French or your own | anguage:

- urging the flogging sentence on Nasser Zarafshan to be suspended in view
of his nedical condition;

- urging the judicial authorities to inplenment a noratoriumon the use of
fl oggi ng, which is a cruel, inhuman and degradi ng puni shnent prohibited
under Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) to which Iran is a state party, with a viewto its eventua
abolition;

- calling for Nasser Zarafshan's conviction by a nmlitary court to be
overturned and that, if he is charged with recogni zably crim nal offences,
he be tried according to internationally accepted standards for fair trial



- seeking clarification of the reasons why a mlitary court tried Nasser
Zarafshan, a civilian, and under what |egal provision was the nmilitary
court able to ban himfrom practising | aw,

- urging the Foreign Mnistry to issue i mediate invitations to the United
Nati ons Speci al Rapporteurs on |Independence of Judges and Lawyers and on
Torture for both to carry out a review of court procedures and sentencing.

APPEALS TO

Leader of the Islan c Republic

Hi s Excellency Ayatollah Sayed ‘ Ali Khanenei,

The Presidency, Palestine Avenue,

Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Tel egrans: Ayatol | ah Khanenei, Tehran, Iran

Sal ut ation: Your Excellency

Emai | : webmaster @i | ayah.org; (on the subject Iine wite: For the attention
of the office of H s Excellency, Ayatollah al Udhma Khanenei, Qom

Presi dent

Hi s Excel |l ency Hojjatol esl am val Moslenin Sayed Mohammad Khat ami
The Presidency, Pal estine Avenue

Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamc Republic of Iran

Tel egrams: President Khatam, Tehran, Iran

E-mail: khatam @resident.ir

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Head of the Judiciary

Hi s Excell ency Ayatol |l ah Mahnmoud Hashem Shahrud

M ni stry of Justice, Park-e Shahr, Tehran, Islamc Republic of Iran

Tel egrans: Head of Judiciary, Tehran, Iran

Faxes: + 98 21 879 6671 (unreliable; please mark "care of Director of
International Affairs, Judiciary")

Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs,

Hi s Excel |l ency Kanmal Kharraz

M nistry of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Abdol majid Keshk-e Mesri Av

Tehran, Islam c Republic of Iran

Tel egrans: Foreign Affairs Mnister, Tehran, Iran

Faxes: + 98 21 390 1999 (unreliable; please mark "care of the Human
Ri ghts Departnent, Foreign Mnistry)

Sal ut ation: Your Excellency

Parliamentary Conmittee
Mohsen M rdamedi Naj af abadi, Article 90 Conm ssion, Majles-e Shura-ye

Esl am , | mam Khonei ni Avenue, Tehran, Islanm c Republic of Iran

Tel egranms: Majles, Tehran, Iran

Tel ex: 21 42 32 I1CAl IR

Faxes: + 98 21 646 1746 (Can be difficult to reach, please be patient)

Sal utation: Dear Sir



COPIES TO Diplomatic representatives of Iran accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



