PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 13/006/2002

UA 136/ 02 Fear of inm nent executions by stoning 9 May 2002
| RAN Ferdows B (f)
Sima (f)

The two wonen nanmed above have reportedly been sentenced to be stoned to
deat h.

Sima was sentenced to death by stoning in January this year, and is nowin
prison awaiting execution, according to reports recently received by
Ammesty I nternational

The |rani an newspaper Entekhab reported on 24 April that a wonan called
Ferdows B has been sentenced to 12 years’ inprisonnent, to be followed by
deat h by stoning. Another woman who received a simlar sentence was stoned
to death in May 2001, after eight years in Tehran’s Evin Prison. She had
been convicted of adultery and “corruption on earth”

The exact charges against Sima and Ferdows B are not known, and there are
no details of the trial proceedings or whether they were allowed to appeal

Two ot her wormen were reportedly sentenced to death by stoning a year ago,
but it is not known whether these sentences have been carried out. An
unnaned worman was sentenced to be stoned to death for nmurder, in May 2001
and in June a wonan naned only as Robabeh was sentenced to 50 | ashes, to be
foll owed by death by stoning (see EXTRA 05/01, MDE 13/023/2001, 11 July
2001) .

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

The woman put to death in Tehran in May 2001 was one of two women known to
have been stoned to death in Iran that year. In July, Maryam Ayoubi was
stoned to death in Evin Prison for adultery and nurder (see EXTRA 05/01,
MDE 13/023/2001, 11 July 2001). At |east 35 people have been executed so
far this year in Iran.

The Irani an Penal Code prescribes stoning to death for Hodoud of fences
(crimes with fixed as opposed to discretionary puni shments) such as
adultery and prostitution. The Penal Code is very specific about the type
of stones to be used. Article 104 states, with reference to the penalty for
adultery: “...the stones should not be too large so that the person dies on
being hit by one or two of them they should not be so snmall either that
they could not be defined as stones”.

It is clear that the punishment of stoning is designed to cause the victim
grievous pain before death. The UN Commi ssion on Hunan Rights earlier this

nont h expressed concern at “continued executions [in Iran] in the apparent

absence of respect for internationally recognized safeguards, in particular
public and especially cruel executions, such as by stoning” (UN Docunent

E/ CN. 4/ 2002/ L. 33 11 April 2002).

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English, Farsi or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at reports that two wonen, Ferdows B and Sima, have
been sentenced to death by stoning, and urging the authorities to conmute
t he sentences inmedi ately;



- asking for details of their trial proceedings, and whether they were
all owed to appeal

- aski ng what has happened to Robabeh and the unnaned wonman sentenced to
stoning to death in May 2001, and urging that their death sentences be
commut ed i nmedi at el y;

- pointing out that the death penalty constitutes cruel, inhuman and
degradi ng treatnment amounting to torture, especially when carried out by
stoning, and as such violates the International Covenant on Gvil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party.

- stating your unconditional opposition to the death penalty irrespective
of the crine for which it is inposed, as the ultimate violation of the
right to life.

APPEALS TO

Leader of the Islam c Republic

H s Excell ency Ayatollah Sayed ‘ Ali Khanenei

The Presidency, Pal estine Avenue,

Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamc Republic of Iran

Tel egrans: Ayatol | ah Khanenei, Tehran, Iran

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Enai | : webrmast er @u | ayah. org; (on the subject line wite: For the
attention of the office of H s Excellency, Ayatollah al Udhrma Khamenei

Qm

Presi dent

H s Excell ency Hojjatol esl amval Mslenm n Sayed Mhanmad Khat am
The Presidency, Pal estine Avenue

Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamc Republic of Iran

Tel egrans: President Khatam, Tehran, Iran

E-mail: khat am @resident.ir

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Head of the Judiciary

H s Excell ency Ayatol |l ah Mahnmoud Hashem Shahrud

M nistry of Justice

Par k- e Shahr

Tehr an

Islam c Republic of Iran

Tel egrans: Head of Judiciary, Tehran, Iran

Faxes: + 98 21 879 6671 (nunber may be unreliable; please mark "care
of Director of International Affairs, Judiciary")

Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of lIran accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



