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WHAT CAN 
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� Join Amnesty International and become part 

of a worldwide movement campaigning for 

an end to human rights violations.  Help us 

make a difference. 

� Make a donation to support Amnesty

International’s work. 

Activists around the world have shown that it is

possible to resist the dangerous forces that are

undermining human rights.  Be part of this

movement.  Combat those who peddle fear and

hate.  Join Amnesty International.  

Together we can make our voices heard. 
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If  there is not an Amnesty International 
office in your country,  please return 
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International  Secretariat
Peter Benenson House 
1 Easton Street 
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United Kingdom

(donations will be taken in UK£, US$ or €)
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Russian Federation

What justice for 
Chechnya’s disappeared?

Thousands of men, women and children have disappeared from

state custody or been abducted by armed groups during the

conflict in the Chechen Republic since 1999. In the majority of cases,

Russian Federation soldiers and other Russian and Chechen state

agents were allegedly responsible.

Although investigations have been opened in many cases, Amnesty

International is aware of only a tiny handful of cases in which a state

official has actually been prosecuted and convicted for offences

related to an enforced disappearance – and in no case has a state

official been prosecuted for the enforced disappearance itself.

Amnesty International is calling on the Russian federal and Chechen

authorities to put a stop to the continuing enforced disappearances

and to address impunity for these violations. In particular the

authorities should ensure that all allegations of enforced

disappearances are promptly, thoroughly and independently

investigated. All mass grave sites should be examined by forensic

experts. Relatives of the disappeared and witnesses should be

protected from intimidation and reprisals. Above all, the fate and

whereabouts of all the disappeared or abducted individuals 

should be established and all those responsible for enforced

disappearances and abductions should be brought to justice.
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