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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Activists around the world have shown that it is possible to resist
the dangerous forces that are undermining human rights. Be part
of this movement. Combat those who peddle fear and hate.

B Join Amnesty International and become part of a worldwide
movement campaigning for an end to human rights violations.
Help us make a difference.

B Make a donation to support Amnesty International’s work.

Together we can make our voices heard.
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GREECE

ALLEGED ABUSES IN THE POLICING
OF DEMONSTRATIONS

A long-standing history of human rights violations committed by police in Greece has been highlighted
by the fatal shooting of 15-year-old Alexandros-Andreas (Alexis) Gregoropoulos by police on 6 December
2008. The police response to the protests which erupted in the wake of the shooting has also given

rise to grave concern.

Amnesty International has received numerous reports of human rights violations by the police in

the context of policing the protests, including excessive use of force and firearms, torture and other
ill-treatment, arbitrary detention, and denial of prompt access to legal assistance. Complaints of such
violations have also been received from children. The failure of the authorities to effectively address
the range of abuses over the years is reflected in a growing lack of public confidence in policing.

This report highlights Amnesty International’s concerns about the shooting of Alexis Gregoropoulos
and reports concerning police conduct during protests, as well as the treatment of both peaceful
demonstrators and those uninvolved in demonstrations after 6 December. These incidents could serve
as a timely catalyst for the government to launch a wide-ranging commission of inquiry. Such a
commission should investigate not only these incidents but also systemic issues, including training
of police on the use of force and firearms, and the implementation of other safeguards against torture
and other ill-treatment, such as access to lawyers and families for those detained or arrested.

In this report, Amnesty International presents specific recommendations directed at ensuring that the
authorities live up to their obligations to respect and protect human rights during law enforcement.
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