PUBLI C Al I ndex: EUR 13/001/2002

EXTRA 02/ 02 Risk of forcible return / torture 4 January 2002

AUSTRI A Muahmmad ‘ Abd al - Rahrman Bil asi-Ashri, (m aged 35
married with five children

Ammesty International is concerned that Muhammad ‘ Abd al - Rahman Bi | asi -
Ashri is at imrinent risk of being forcibly returned to Egypt by the
Austrian authorities, possibly as early as today. If returned he woul d be
at serious risk of torture and other human rights violations, which he has
reportedly suffered in the past.

Muhammad * Abd al - Rahman Bil asi - Ashri was arrested in Austria in October
2001, where he remmins. He was taken into custody follow ng an extradition
request fromthe Egyptian authorities, who sentenced himin absentia to 15-
years’ hard | abour in late 1995. He was sentenced followi ng an unfair tria
in connection with his alleged affiliation to an arned Islani st group

The final decision to deport Muhammad ‘ Abd al - Rahman Bi |l asi - Ashri was taken
by Vienna's Hi gher Regional Court on 12 Novenber 2001 and cane into |lega
effect on 3 January 2002. He is being extradited by the Austrian
authorities on the basis that several of the crines allegedly commtted in
Egypt are al so recogni sed as such under Austrian |law. Amesty |Internationa
is informed that the Mnistry of Justice will not oppose the extradition

Vi enna’s Hi gher Regional Court nade its ruling even though Miuhammad ‘ Abd
al - Rahrman Bil asi-Ashri’s application for asylumis still under

consi deration through the regul ar asylum application channels, under which
he has been granted a provisional permt to remain in Austria. Mihanmad

‘ Abd al - Rahman Bil asi-Ashri’s | awer has argued that there is no basis in
Austrian law that extradition |law takes precedence over asylum | aw and has
called for the deportation to be halted.

Mor eover, in spite of considerable contradictory evidence, Vienna' s Higher
Regi onal Court held that there was insufficient evidence to show that
Muhanmmad ‘ Abd al - Rahrman Bil asi - Ashri faces grave risk of torture and ill-
treatment if returned to Egypt. The Austrian authorities have asked, anopng
ot her things, that the Egyptian authorities retry himin the course of a
fair trial.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In Egypt suspected nenbers of arned |slam st opposition groups are
frequently tortured, particularly at the State Security Intelligence (SSI)
headquarters in Lazoghly Square, Cairo, and also other SSI branches, at
police stations and occasionally prisons. The nethods nmpst conmonly
reported are electric shocks, beatings, suspension by the wists or ankles,
burning with cigarettes, and various forns of psychol ogical torture,

i ncluding death threats and threats of rape or sexual abuse of the detainee
or their fermale relatives. Despite hundreds of conplaints of torture
reported by |awers and | ocal human rights groups to the Public
Prosecutor’s O fice, no inpartial investigations are known to have been
conduct ed.

After considering the State Party Report in May 1999, the UN Conmittee
Agai nst Torture recommended "that Egypt takes effective nmeasures to prevent
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torture in police and SSI custody...[and] that a proper registry of
det ai nees, both police and SSI, which is accessible to nmenbers of the
public be established and maintained. "

Trials of alleged nenbers of arned Islanmi st groups before mlitary and
(Enmergency) Suprenme State Security courts are grossly unfair and viol ate

i nternational standards for fair trial. In April 1999 the Suprene Mlitary
Court issued its verdict in atrial of 107 people, 60 in absentia, accused
of menbership of the Islam st arned group al -G had (Holy Struggle). Nine
were sentenced to death in absentia; 78 received prison sentences ranging
fromthree years to life inprisonment; and 20 were acquitted. The

def endants included nore than a dozen people forcibly returned to Egypt
fromvarious countries, including Al bania, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Em rates. Returned defendants were interrogated over several nonths while
hel d in unacknow edged i ncommuni cado detention by the SSI, and defence

| awyers were not allowed to neet the defendants until they appeared in
court in February. Several defendants alleged that they had been tortured,
but no independent investigation is known to have been carried out.

Since the events of 11 Septenber 2001, nunerous Egyptians suspected of
affiliation with armed |slam st groups have reportedly been extradited to
Egypt from several countries, including Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovi na,
and Sweden. In the case of Sweden, two men were forcibly returned to Egypt
in December 2001 follow ng an unfair procedure. At the tinme of writing,
their |awyer and fam lies had still not been informed of his whereabouts.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English, German, or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at reports that Mihammad ‘ Abd al - Rahman Bil asi - Ashri
is at immnent risk of being forcibly returned to Egypt, and calling for
all attenpts to return himto be halted,;

- stressing that the forcible return of any person to a country where they
are at risk of serious human rights violations is a violation of Austria’s
i nternational obligations, including the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons and the Convention
agai nst Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatment or

Puni shment ;

- urging the Austrian governnent to all ow Miuhammad ‘ Abd al - Rahman Bil asi -
Ashri’s asylum application cone to a concl usion
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and to diplomatic representatives of Austria accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



