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Amnesty International warmly congratulates Muhammad Yunus and
Grameem Bank on being awarded the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize

"Poverty is both a cause and a consequence of the failure to respect human rights: both economic, social
and cultural as well as political and civil. It is driven by human rights violations and perpetuates further
abuses. Today's announcement by the Nobel Peace Prize Committee reinforces Amnesty International's
message that poverty is a major threat to human dignity and an obstacle to promoting peace and justice,
but that it is not inevitable and can be overcome through the creativity and courage of individuals and the
power of group mobilization," said Irene Khan, Secretary General of Amnesty International.

"Muhammad Yunus and Grameem Bank have shown that the poor and the marginalized are not victims
and survivors but agents of change. As a former Nobel Peace Laureate and an organization that is
devoted to changing the human rights scene through the power of individuals, Amnesty International
believes that this Award has given hope to millions of ordinary people around the world that they have the
power to bring about extraordinary change."
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For more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413
5566

Amnesty International, 1 Easton St., London WC1X ODW. web: http://www.amnesty.org

For latest human rights news view http://news.amnesty.org



