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UA 88/ 00 "D sappearance" / I npunity 18 April 2000

VEXI CO Jesls Piedra Ibarra and over 400 ot hers who "di sappear ed"
during the 1970s and 1980s

Medi cal student Jesls Piedra |barra, a nenber of the Liga Comunista 23 de
Septi enbre, 23 Septenber Conmuni st League, “di sappeared” 25 years ago
today, reportedly abducted by nenbers of the Policia Judicial del Estado
(PJE), State Judicial Police, in Munterrey, Nuevo Le6n state. He is one of
over 400 peopl e who “di sappeared” at the hands of the state, mainly in the
1970s and 1980s. The Mexican authorities have yet to establish their fate
or prosecute those responsible.

JesUs Piedra Ibarra’s nother, Rosario |barra, has canpai gned ceasel essly
for the authorities to investigate these crinmes and bring those responsible
to justice. She and the organi zati on she set up, the Conmité Pro Defensa de
Presos, Persegui dos, Desaparecidos y Exiliados Politicos, Commttee for the
Def ence of Prisoners, the Persecuted, the D sappeared and Political Exiles,
al so known as the Comté Eureka, have been threatened and intim dated over
t he years.

International |aw has established that the crinme of "di sappearance" is a
"continuing offence as long as the perpetrators continue to conceal the
fate and whereabouts of the persons who have di sappeared and these facts
remai n unclarified"'. Recent international cases, including that of forner
Chil ean head of state Augusto Pinochet, have established that

“di sappearances” inflict severe suffering on the fanmlies of the victins
whi ch can anmount to torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or
puni shrent .

The cycle of inpunity that has characterised and rei nforced human rights
viol ations in Mexico nmust be broken. The Mexican authorities must renenber
t hat these unsol ved "di sappearance" are continuing crines and it is the
state’s noral and legal obligation to do everything to establish the truth
of each "di sappearance"”, bring all those responsible to justice and fully
conpensate the victins and their famlies.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty International has docunmented scores of "disappearances", which took
pl ace mainly during the 1970s and 80s, and the failure of a succession of
governnents to assune full responsibility for confronting this |egacy, by
conprehensi vely investigating the crimes and bringing those responsible to
justice (see Mexico: "D sappearances": A black hole in the protection of
human rights, AMR 41/05/98). Al though the Com si 6n Naci onal de Derechos
Hurmmanos (CNDH), National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion, has investigated a nunber
of cases, nost relatives still suffer the injustice and uncertainty of not
knowi ng the fate of their |oved ones.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Spani sh or your own | anguage:

- reminding the authorities that it is 25 years since the 18 April 1975
"di sappearance" of JeslUs Piedra Ibarra, reportedly at the hands of the
Policia Judicial del Estado in Monterrey, Nuevo LeoOn state;

- expressing grave concern that his "disappearance", |ike that of over 400
others dating fromthe 1970s and 80s, renains unsol ved;
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- stressing the fact that international |aw recogni ses these crinmes as
continuing offences and the suffering caused to relatives as potentially

amounting to torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
puni shrent ;
- calling on the authorities to immediately fulfill their obligation to

t horoughly investigate these cases, to establish the truth of what happened
to the victinms, to bring to account those responsible and fully conpensate
the victins and their relatives;

- noting that the authorities’ failure to effectively confront this |egacy
of inpunity is a grave injustice to the victins and their fanilies, and
casts doubt on their clainms to be fully commtted to ensuring respect for
human rights.

APPEALS TO

Attorney General of the Republic

Lic. Jorge Madrazo

Procurador General de |a Republica

Av Reforma, esq. Violeta

Col CQuerrero

Mexi co D.F., CP 06300

MEXI CO

Tel egrans: Procurador General Republica, México D.F., Mexico
Faxes: + 52 5 346 0906

Sal ut ation: Sefior Procurador Ceneral / Dear Attorney Ceneral

Nati onal Commi ssion for Human R ghts

Dr. José Luis Soberanes Fernandez

Com si 6n Naci onal de Derechos Humanos ( CNDH)

Av. Chapul tepec N° 49, 1ler Piso, Centro, Cuauhténoc,

06040 Mexico, DF, Mexico

Faxes: + 52 5 681 8490 (If voice answers, please ask: “nme puede dar
tono de fax, por favor)

Sal utation: Estinmado Dr. Soberanes / Dear Dr. Soberanes

E- mai | ; correo@ndh. or g. nx

COPI ES TO

Non- gover nnment al Hunman R ghts O gani zation
Com t é Eureka

Mazatlan 5 Edificio T #1

Col . Condesa

Méxi co D.F. MEXI CO

and to diplonmatic representatives of Mexico accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 May 2000.



