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HONDURAS Pedro Marchetti, priest and human ri ghts defender
Menbers of Movi m ento Canpesi no del Aguan (MCA), Peasant
Far mer Movenent of Aguan

A powerful local politician has apparently hired gunnen to kill a Jesuit
pri est, who has been hel pi ng peasant farners defend their |and against the
clainms of mpjor | andowners. Father Pedro Marchetti was told of the plan on
2 May by concerned peasants.

Fat her Marchetti, a US citizen, has |ived and worked in the northern region
of Aguan for many years. He has canpai gned with the Movim ento Canpesi no
del Aguan (MCA), Aguan Peasant Farners’ Movenent, which has been struggling
to nornmalize the ownership of the land, and to prevent |andowners from
appropiating it permanently or using it to grow crops damaging to the

envi ronnent and water resources.

Pedro Marchetti and MCA nmenbers have previously suffered intimdation and
death threats from | andowners and busi ness peopl e because of their
legitimate activismfor land rights. In October 1998,threats to kill Pedro
Marchetti were nade, allegedly by the sane people, after he publicly stated
the community's conmtnent to work for those responsible for the nurder of

| ocal environnental activist Carlos Escaleras, killed in 1997, to be
brought to justice.

A state prosecutor (fiscal) has submtted charges in court, against Pedro
Marchetti and the MCA, for alleged illegal |and appropriation. The
Coor di nadora Nacional Contra la | npunidad (CONACIM, National Coordination
agai nst Inpunity, a federation of 10 non-governnental organizations, has
denounced the investigation as politically notivated and intended solely to
di scredit both Pedro Marchetti and the MCA

Government mnisters have previously acknow edged the real threat to Pedro
Marchetti’s life, but the authorities have failed to properly investigate
the allegations in order to bring those responsible for such serious
threats to justice

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The canpai gn agai nst Pedro Marchetti and the MCA is part of a pattern of
human ri ghts abuses agai nst grassroots activists, including indigenous
peopl e and environnental activists, involved in defending their land rights
and protection of the environment. Hired gunnen who have threatened and
killed | ocal activists are often reported to have links to |oca

| andowners. Ammesty International takes no position on disputes over |and,
but does canpai gn agai nst human rights violations conmtted during these

di sputes (see Honduras: Justice fails indigenous people, AMR 37/10/99,

Sept enber 1999) .

At | east 25 indigenous | eaders have reportedly been nmurdered in the last 10
years, and the authorities have taken no action to bring the killers to
justice. People involved in the protection of the environnent have al so
fallen victimto | andowners’ interests: Carlos Escal eras and Carlos Antonio
Luna, were killed in 1997 and 1998.
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Amesty International is concerned that the inpunity enjoyed by those
responsi bl e encourages themto continue to comrit human rights abuses in
the know edge that no action will be taken.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Spanish, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Pedro Marchetti and nmenmbers of the
Movi m ent o Canpesi no del Aguan, after reports that gunmen have been hired
to kill Pedro Marchetti;

- asking the authorities to take action to protect Father Marchetti and MCA
menbers, and to consult with them on what action is appropriate;

- asking themto order a pronpt, inpartial and thorough investigation of
the alleged plot and to bring those responsible to justice;

- expressing concern at the apparently politically notivated crim na

i nvestigation of Pedro Marchetti by the Prosecutor General’'s Ofice
(Mnisterio Pablico);

- rem nding the governnent of its obligation to support human rights
defenders in their work for the protection and pronotion of the respect for
human rights, as set out in the United Nations Declaration on the Right and
Responsi bility of Individuals, Goups and Organs of Society to Prompte and
Protect Universally Recogni zed Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedonms, of 9
Decenber 1998.

APPEALS TO

S.E. Carlos Roberto Flores Facussé
Presi dente de | a Republica de Honduras
Casa Presidencia

Boul evard Juan Pabl o Segundo

Pal aci o José Cecilio del Valle
Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Fax: +504 234 1484

E-mail: | aw_bureau@otmil.com

Dr. Roy Edmundo Medi na

Fi scal General de |a Republica
Fiscalia General, Mnisterio Publico
Edificio Castillo Poujol, 4 Avd,

Col onia Palmra, Boul evard Mrazéan
Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Fax: +504 239 4750 / 239 3698

M ni ster of Interior and Justice
Lic. Del mer Urbizo Panting

M ni stro de Gobernaci 6n y Justicia
M ni steri o de Gobernaci 6n y Justicia
Pal aci o de | os Mnisterios, 2° Piso
Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Fax: +504 237 1121

Security Mnister

Dr. Gautama Fonseca

M ni stro de Seguri dad
M ni steri o de Seguridad
Teguci gal pa, Hondur as
Fax: + 504 239-6892



COPI ES TO

Nat i onal Human Ri ghts NGO

Coor di nadora Naci onal Contra |a | nmpunidad,
Apartado Postal 1243

Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Nat i onal Commi ssioner for the Protection of Human Ri ghts
Dr Leo Vall adares Lanza

Com si onado Naci onal de Protecci 6n de | os Derechos Humanos
Avda. La Paz No. 2444

Contiguo a Galerias La Paz

Teguci gal pa, HONDURAS

Faxes: + 504 236 7213

E-mail s: conadeh5@ondut el . hn / i nfo@onadeh. hn

and to diplomatic representatives of Honduras accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 July 2001



