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UA 141/ 00 Fear for Safety 31 May 2000
COLOMVBI A Jineth BEDOYA LINMA (f) ] Journal i sts for Col onbi an
| gnaci o GOVEZ GOVEZ ] newspaper El Espectador

Three other journalists

Journalist Jineth Bedoya was abducted and tortured by paranmilitaries, who
told her repeatedly of a lista negra, death list, of journalists they had
sentenced to death, including her and four of her colleagues. People naned
on such death lists are frequently attacked in Col onbia, and Amesty
International is concerned that those responsible may be planning a
canpai gn of terror against other journalists.

On the evening of 24 May a man tel ephoned Jineth Bedoya claimng to
represent inprisoned paranilitaries who wanted to neet with her. The

foll owi ng day she went to neet the nman at the La Mbddelo prison in the
capital, Bogota. As she waited for an entry ticket a man approached her

who asked her who she was and then at gunpoint took her to a nearby house
where she was gagged, bound, beaten, psychol ogically and physically
tortured and physically ill-treated. The nen beat her as they took her in a
car to the outskirts of the city of Villavicencio, three hours’ drive from
Bogot &, and abandoned her there sone 10 hours after she had been abduct ed.

As a legal affairs reporter for the newspaper El Espectador, Jineth Bedoya
had covered a 27 April riot involving paramilitary prisoners at the La
Model o prison, in which some two dozen people were killed. Paramilitaries
obj ected to her coverage of the gun battle, and sent death threats attached
to copies of her articles to the offices of El Espectador

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Two hundred journalists have been assassinated in the Americas since 1988,
89 of themin Col onbia, according to the Soci edad Interamericana de Prensa
(SIP), Inter-American Press Society.

More than 30,000 civilians have died in the last 10 years, as the conflict
bet ween t he Col onbi an arnmed forces and their paramlitary allies and left-
wi ng armed opposition groups has intensified. In 1998 Andrés Pastrana’s
gover nnent began peace negotiations with the two major armed opposition
groups, but the violence has continued to escal ate.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send faxes/express/airmail letters in Spanish or
your own | anguage:

- expressing grave concern that Jineth Bedoya Lina, |gnacio CGonez Gonez and
three other journalists are reportedly naned on a death |ist;

- urging the governnent to take i mmedi ate steps to guarantee their safety;
- calling for an imedi ate investigation into the death threats, for the
results to be made public and those responsible to be brought to justice;

- deploring the apparent abduction by param litaries of reporter Jineth
Bedoya and calling for a full, pronpt and inpartial investigation, for the
results to be made public and for all those responsible to be brought to
justice.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of Col onbi a:
Sefior Presidente Andrés Pastrana, Presidente de |a Republica




2

Pal aci o de Narifio, Carrera 8 No. 7-26, Santafé de Bogota, Col onbia
Tel egrans: Presi dent Pastrana, Bogot&, Col onbia

Tel ex: 44281 PALP CO

Fax: + 57 1 286 7434/ 284 2186/ 337 1351

Sal utation: Excelentisino Sr. Presidente/ Dear President Pastrana

M nister of the Interior

Dr. Hunberto de la Calle, Mnistro del Interior

M nisterio del Interior, Carrera 8, No.8-09, Piso 2
Sant af € de Bogotéa, COLOMBI A

Tel egrans: M nisterio del Interior, Bogota, Colomnbia
Tel exes: 45406 M NGO CO

Fax: + 57 1 286 8025 / 281 5884 / 342 3201
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear Mnister

Attorney General

Dr. Alfonso Gonez Méndez,

Fi scal General de la Nacion, Fiscalia General de I a Nacidn,

Di agonal 22B 5201, Apartado Aéreo 29855, Santafé de Bogota, Col onbia

Tel egrans: Fiscal CGeneral, Fiscalia General, Bogotéa, Colonbia

Faxes: + 571 570 2022 (If the call is answered, say “Fax, por favor
and wait for the signal.)

Sal utation: Estimado Dr./Dear Dr. Gonez

CCPI ES TQO

Newspaper

El Espect ador

Aveni da 68 N° 23-71

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbia
Faxes: + 57 1 260 23 23

and to diplomatic representatives of Col onbia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 12 July 2000.



