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amnesty international  
Brazil 

‘From burning buses 
to caveirões’:  

the search for human security 
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Cover photo: Members of the military police’s elite force, the BOPE, 

remove a resident during an operation in the Complexo do Alemão in 

March 2003. During the operation two people, including one police 

officer were killed, while four bystanders were injured by stray bullets. 
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