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BELI ZE proposal for return to practise of death penalty

In a claimto be “addressing” the issue of violent crinme via the resunption
of executions, on 6 Septenber the Prime Mnister of Belize, Said Misa,
brought before the House of Representatives the Belize Constitution
Amendnent Bill 2002. The Bill proposes to renove the right of appeal to the
UK based Judicial Committee of the Privy Council - currently the fina

court of appeal for Belize - in the case of class A nurder.

Following a 17-year de facto noratorium on executions, this amendnent woul d
establish the Belize Court of Appeals as the final appellate court in the
case of Class A nurder, which includes: nmurder by shooting; nurder
committed in the course of theft, resisting or avoiding arrest; nurder of a
police officer acting in the execution of his/her duty; nurder relating to
illegal drugs or crimnal gang activity. Ammesty International (Al) fears
that such a devel opnment would significantly increase the likelihood of
nunmer ous executions in Belize in the com ng years.

The amendnment, which has considerable public and political support needs
only ninety days before action is taken to change the constitution
accordingly.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council (JCPC), located in the United
Kingdom is currently the highest court of appeal for Belize and other
Engl i sh speaki ng Cari bbean countries. Currently all those sentenced for any
crime in Belize have the right of appeal

Since a JCPC ruling in 1993, the death penalty can not be carried out if
the prisoner concerned has been under sentence of death for nore than five
years, in which case the sentence is automatically comuted to life

i mpri sonment. The | ast execution in Belize was carried out in June 1985,
when Kent Bowers was hanged. Death by hanging is mandatory for nurder in
Bel i ze, except where extenuating circunstances can be proved. Since 1985
nunmer ous death sentences have been handed down, though none have been
carried out. Amesty International understands that currently there are
approxi mately nine people on death row.

The new anmendnent bill sees the ruling party and the opposition united in
their attenpt to reinstate executions in Belize, and follows public
statements from |l eading politicians on both sides in support of capita
puni shment as a deterrent to the rising crime |evels throughout the
country.

Thi s sudden retrograde step comes only five nmonths after the welcone ruling
by the JCPC in March 2002, which upheld that the mandatory death penalty is
in violation of the constitutions of seven Caribbean states, including
Bel i ze.

Wi |l st Al understands that this anendnent will not apply to appeals and

ot her proceedings currently in process, the fact that the death sentence is
mandat ory for nurder neans that the potential for numerous executions being
carried out in Belize in the future is of grave concern.
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Amesty International believes that such an amendrment woul d deny equa
standards of justice for all citizens, as it would still allow other
crimnal and civil case appeals to go to the JCPC.

Amesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right tolife and the ultimate form of cruel and i nhuman puni shnent.
The death penalty is irrevocable and can be inflicted on the innocent. It
has never been shown to deter crinme nore effectively than other punishnents
and brutalises those involved in the process of executions and w der

soci ety as a whol e.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that the governnent of Belize intends to renmove rights
fromthose whose lives it seeks to end that are available to those it only
wants to inprison;

- underlining that this step clearly runs counter to the worldw de trend
towards the abolition of the death penalty, pointing out that in recent
years, the governnents of South Africa, Chile, East Tinor, Ukraine, Cote

d' lvoire and Angol a have abolished the death penalty;

- clearly stating that Al takes no position on the question of sovereignty,
and acknow edges the right of countries to decide the |egal structures
appropriate for them assunming the lawis applied in a nmanner corresponding
with international |aws and standards, such as the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

- expressing your unconditional opposition to the death penalty as a
violation of one of the nost fundanmental of human rights - the right to
life;

- enphasizing that Al’'s opposition to the death penalty in no way seeks to
detract fromthe suffering of the victims of violent crinme and of their

rel atives and friends.

APPEALS TO

Prime Mnister

Rt. Hon. Said Misa

O fice of the Prine Mnister

New Admi ni strative Buil ding

Bel mopan, BELI ZE

Tel egranms: Prine M nister, Bel nopan, Belize

Fax: + 501 822 3323/0071

E-mail: access@t!l.net (mark for the attention of the prine mnister)
Sal utation: Dear Prine Mnister

The Attorney Cenera

M Godfrey Smith

Attorney Ceneral’s Chanbers

c/o Prinme Mnisters Ofice

New Admi ni strative Buil ding

Bel mopan, BELI ZE

Tel egranms: Attorney General, Bel nopan, Belize
Fax: + 501 822 3390

Sal utation: Dear Attorney Genera

COPI ES TO
Leader of the opposition
Honor abl e Dean Barr ow




Uni ted Denocratic Party
c/ o House of Representatives
Bel mopan, BELI ZE

The Onrbudsman of Beli ze
Paul Rodri guez
Onbudsman

56 Regent Street

Belize City, BELIZE
Fax: + 501 227-0967

Karl a Heusner, Features Editor
Gary Ayuso, Manager

The Reporter

West Street

Belize City, BELIZE

Fax: + 501 2 78278

E-mail: report@tl. net

Russel |l Vel los, Editor-in-Chief
Amandal a Press

3304 Partridge Street

PO Box 15

Belize City, BELIZE

Fax: + 501 222- 4702

E-mai | : amandal a@t| . net

Andr ew St ei nhauer

Editor, The Belize Tines

PO Box 506

3, Queen Street

Belize city, BELIZE

Fax: + 501 2 31940

E-mai | : andrewst ei nhauer @otmail.com

and to diplomatic representatives of Belize accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



