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UA 276/ 01 Fear for safety 31 October 2001

ERI TREA Yousef Mohanmed Ali (nm)
Medhani e Haile (m
Dawi t Habtem chael (m
Amanuel Asrat (m
Dawit |saac (m
Temesken Ghebreyesus ()
Mat t ewos Habteab (m)
Aron Berhane (m
Seyoum Fsehaye (m

The nine journalists named above have been, according to Anmesty
International’s information, detained incomrunicado at a police station in
the capital, Asmara, for over a nmonth. They are not known to have been
charged with any offence, or brought to court within 48 hours, as required
by law. Conditions in police cells in Eritrea are harsh, and they are at
risk of ill-treatnent.

They were arrested after 19 Septenber, when the governnent ordered al
i ndependent newspapers to cease publication

The nine are journalists fromthe Keste Debena, Seti, Mkal eh, Tsigenai and
Zemen newspapers, and one freelance reporter. They are held at Asmara
Police Station Nunber One, where they have not been allowed to see their
famlies or | awers.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Earlier this year 15 senior nenbers of the ruling People s Front for
Denocracy and Justice (PFDJ) party wote an open letter to party
menber s, whi ch becane public in May 2001. 1In it they criticized the
governnment for acting in an illegal and unconstitutional” manner and call ed
upon “all PFDJ nenbers and the Eritrean people in general to express their
opi nion through | egal and denocratic neans and to give their support to the
goal s and principles they consider just.”

El even of the 15 were detained on 18 and 19 Septenber and are still held,
i ncommuni cado and wi t hout charge (See UA 241/01, AFR 64/002/2001, 20
Sept enber 2001 and fol | ow-up, AFR 64/004/2001, 26 Cctober).

Sone i ndependent newspapers reported the contents of the open letter. On 19
Sept enber the governnent shut down all independent newspapers, saying that
they were “not abiding by the press |law' and had “put at risk the unity and
interest of the country”. The governnent has stated that only those
newspapers that are deened to have abided by the press laws will be allowed
to reopen.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that the journalists named above have been detai ned

i ncommuni cado for over a nonth, and calling on the authorities either to
charge themwith a recognizably crimnal offence or release them

- urging the authorities to guarantee that none of themwll be ill-treated
i n custody;



- calling on the authorities to allow themimedi ate access to | awers of
their own choice, their famlies and adequate nedical care;

- expressing concern that independent newspapers have been cl osed down, and
poi nting out that this appears to have been done to stifle journalists’
right to freedom of expression and to hanper themin their legitinate work.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent |ssayas AfewerKi

O fice of the President

PO Box 257

Asmara, Eritrea

Tel egrams: President |ssayas Afewerki, Asmara, Eritrea
Faxes: + 291 1 125123

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M's Fawzi a Hashim

M ni ster of Justice

M nistry of Justice

PO Box 241

Asmara, Eritrea

Tel egrams: Justice Mnister, Asmara, Eritrea
Faxes: + 291 1 126422

Sal utati on: Dear M nister

COPI ES TG
M Nai zghi Kiflu

M ni ster of Information
M nistry of Information

PO Box 242

Asmara, Eritrea

Tel egranms: Information Mnister, Asmara, Eritrea
Faxes: + 291 124847

Sal utation: Dear M nister
and to diplomatic representatives of Eritrea accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 Decenber 2001.



