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Further information on UA 86/00 (AFR 60/01/00, 14 April 2000) - Cruel
i nhunan and deqgradi ng treatnent / Prisoners of conscience

BURKI NA FASO Hal i dou Quédraogo, President, Muvenent burki nabé des
droits de |’ home et des peupl es
Tol é Sagnon, trade unionist,
Nor bert Ti endr ébéogo, | eader of opposition politica
party
Me Bénéwendé Sankara, |awyer
Dr Pierre Bidim
Eti enne Traoré, university teacher

Al'l six nenbers of the Collectif d organi sations dénocratiques de nasse et
de partis politiques were released late on 15 April 2000 without charge.

They had all been subjected to cruel, inhuman and degradi ng treatnent by
havi ng their heads shaved while held by the Direction de | a conpagnie

d intervention rapide (DCIR), the police rapid deploynent force. Halidou
Quédraogo, president of the Collectif, has described how he was held at gun
poi nt while his head was shaved.

The six men appeared to have been arrested sol ely because of their
legitimate activities in calling for an end to inpunity for human rights
viol ations. Menbers of the Collectif have been repeatedly harassed,
intimdated, arrested and detained since the Collectif was formed foll ow ng
the murder of promnent journalist Norbert Zongo and three others in
Decenber 1998. No one has yet been brought to justice for the nurders.

Ammesty International continues to canpaign for those responsible for

Nor bert Zongo's nurder to be brought to justice and for human rights

def enders to be protected fromharassnent, arrest and detention. In the
nmeantime, no further action by the Urgent Action Network is required. Many
thanks to all who sent appeals on their behalf.



