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UA 261/ 02 Fear for safety/ Torture and Ill-treatnment/ 23 August 2002
Di sappear ance/ Detention without charge/
Medi cal concern

SUDAN Abdel Wahi d Mohamed Ahmed Nour (m aged 33, | awyer
Nafir ElI Din Tanpour (m aged 51, teacher
Ahnmed | brahim (m, aged 79
63 others

Abdel Wahi d Mohamed Ahnmed Nour, Nafir ElI Din Tanmpour, Ahned |brahi mand 63
others were arrested between July and August in Zalingei, Tour and Nyartat
in Western Darfur province, and Golou in Jebel Mara provi nce. Abdel Whid
Mohamed Ahmed Nour, Nafir EI Din Tanmpour and 40 others are being held

wi t hout charge in Nyala prison, Darfur. A nunber of the detai nees have
reportedly been tortured by the security forces. The whereabouts of Ahned
| brahi mand the remai ning 23 is unknown. Ammesty |International therefore
fears that they nay have “di sappeared”

El even of the detainees are seriously ill, anong them Nafir El Di n Tanpour
who is reported to be suffering fromkidney problens. Together with 79-
year-old Ahrmed Ibrahim Nafir EIl Din Tanpour was arrested by security
forces and taken to jail fromhis hospital bed. Abdel Wahid Mohanmed Ahned
Nour, who only has one lung, is also reported to be in a poor state of
health. All detainees suffering ill-health have reportedly been denied
nmedi cal attention.

Many of the detainees were arrested followi ng an attack by arned nmilitia on
the village of Tour, Western Darfur, in early July. The authorities
arrested Abdel Wahid Mohamed Ahnmed Nour, Nafir El Din Tanmpour, Ahned

| brahi m and 40 others, accusing them of involvenent in a new arned
political group called the Darfur Liberation Front. Al the detainees
except for Ahnmed |brahimwere taken to Shala prison in El Fashir on 17
July. However, prison authorities refused to accept them because the prison
was al ready overcrowded. They were then taken to Nyala prison were they are
currently being detained. Prison conditions in Nyala are reported to be
very poor.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Many of those detained are fromthe Four ethnic group. There have been nany
cl ashes between nenbers of the Four and governnent-backed mlitia from Arab
et hni c groups, sonme of whom are reportedly from Chad.

Darfur has been the scene of conplex strife between ethnic groups, and
frequent arnmed robberies by bandits, for nany years. There are a great
nunber of weapons in the region, partly due to the governnent’s strategy of
arm ng and supporting local ethnic groups as auxiliary forces to fight in
the 19 year-old war against the main arned political group, Sudan People’'s
Li beration Arny. The governnment has extended and intensified the State of
Emer gency, announced in Decenber 1999 in Khartoum and renewed every year
since, to Northern and Southern Darfur provinces. Emergency or Specia
Courts were established in May 2001 in both provinces to deal with offences
such as arned robbery, murder and possession and snuggli ng of weapons.
These courts are headed by two mlitary judges and one civil judge, and do
not allow | egal representation for the accused.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of the 66 people arrested between July
and August in Zalingei, Tour and Nyartati in Wstern Darfur province, and
Gol ou in Jebel Mara province

- calling on the authorities to i medi ately reveal the whereabouts of Ahned
| brahi m and the other 23 people whose whereabouts is currently unknown, and
to give assurances that they will not be tortured or ill treated,;

- expressing concern for the safety of Abdel Wahid Mbohaned Ahnmed Nour

Nafir El Din Tanpour and 40 others being held without charge at Nyal a

pri son;

- calling on the authorities to abide by its commitnents under Article 9 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and either
charge the detainees with a recogni zable criminal offence and give thema
prompt and fair trial in accordance with international standards, or set
them free i medi atel y;

- calling for investigations into allegations of torture of at |east three
of the detainees;

- urging the authorities to allow the detai nees inmediate and unrestricted
access to their relatives, legal counsel and any nedical aid they may need,;
- expressing particular concern at the reportedly poor health status of
Abdel Wahi d Mohamed Ahmed Nour and Nafir ElI Din Tanpour, and urging that
they receive adequate nedical treatnent while in detention

APPEALS TO

M Ali Mhamed Osman Yassin

M ni ster of Justice and Attorney Genera

M nistry of Justice

Khart oum Sudan

Tel egranms: Justice Mnister, Khartoum Sudan
Fax: + 24911 788941 /| 774842 | 774906

Sal utation: Dear M nister

Maj or General Abdul - Rahi m Muhammed Hussein

M ni ster of Internal Affairs

Mnistry of Interior

PO Box 281

Khart oum Sudan

Tel egranms: Mnister of Internal Affairs, Khartoum Sudan
Fax : + 249 11 774339 / 776554/ 773046 /| 770186

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

Ustaz Abul -Basit Sabdar at

Presi dent’s Adviser on Legal and Political Affairs

O fice of the President

Peopl e’ s Pal ace

PO Box 281

Khar t oum

Tel egram President’s Adviser on Legal and Political Affairs, Khartoum
Sudan

Sal utation: Dear Sir

Engi neer Umar Harun Abdul | ah
Governor of Western Darfur State
c/ o People's Pal ace



PO Box 281

Khart oum Sudan

Tel egram Governor of Western Darfur State, Khartoum Sudan
Sal utation: Dear Sir

Director of Prisons

M nistry of the Interior

PO Box 281

Khart oum Sudan

Tel egram Director of Prisons, Khartoum Sudan
Sal utation: Dear Sir

COPI ES TO

Ustaz Abul -Basit Sabdar at

Presi dent’s Adviser on Legal and Political Affairs

O fice of the President

Peopl e’ s Pal ace

PO Box 281

Khart oum Sudan

Tel egram President’s Adviser on Legal and Political Affairs, Khartoum
Sudan

Sal utation: Dear Sir
and to diplomatic representatives of Sudan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 4 October 2002.



