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UA 330/ 00 Fear for safety 27 Cct ober 2000

NAM BI A Jose Dom ngos Sekunda, aged 63
Paul o Mendes
Her cul ano Jor nal Sat changa
Bar t ol oneu Sangueve

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of four nmen who nmay be
expelled to Angola by the Nam bian authorities. If returned, they risk
being tortured or killed by the Angol an security forces.

The four nen named above were arrested by the Nam bian authorities on 17
and 18 Cctober, and have been hel d w thout charge since. The authorities
have declared themto be illegal immgrants and have ordered their renoval
to Angol a. The nmen have had permanent residence in Nam bia since the 1970s,
when they fled from Angol a, but are suspected of supporting Uniao Naci ona
para a | ndependencia Total de Angola (UNITA), National Union for the Tota

I ndependence of Angol a, an arned opposition group. Reports indicate that

t he Angol an security forces often commt human rights abuses agai nst known
or suspected UNI TA supporters, and it is feared that the four nen will be
targeted if they are returned.

Jose Domi ngos Sekunda was arrested by the Namibian Police fromhis hone in
Rundu, northern Nam bia, on 17 Cctober. The police were reportedly
acconpani ed by special police force officers and immgration officials.
They searched Jose Dom ngos Sekunda’s honme w thout a warrant, and took him
into custody without informng himor his famly of the reasons for his
arrest. The police said he would be held at Rundu police station, but his
relatives later found out he had been taken to the Sarasungu Detention
Canp, some two kilonetres outside Rundu. He was allowed a brief visit on 19
Cct ober, but has not been allowed to see his fanmily since. A court has
ordered his imedi ate rel ease, asking the authorities to show cause for his
arrest by 10 Novenber 2000. However, he renmains in custody despite the
court ruling.

Paul o Mendes, Hercul ano Jornal Satchanga and Bartol oneu Sangueve were
arrested on 18 Cctober and are also held at the Sarasungu Detention Canp,
despite a court ruling requesting the authorities to show cause for their
detention by 31 Cctober

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The detention of known or suspected UNI TA supporters is part of an ongoing
mlitary canpaign carried out by the Nam bian and Angol an arni es agai nst
UNITA in the Sout hern part of Angol a.

I n Decenber 1999 the Nam bi an governnent pernmitted the Angolan arny to
attack UNITA forces on Nami bian soil. Since then, there has been an

i ncrease in the nunber of human rights violations perpetrated by both
Nam bi an and Angol an security forces. Unlawful detention and torture are
common occurrences, and nost victins are allegedly UNI TA synpat hi zers or
col | abor at ors.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in English or your own | anguage:



2

- expressing concern that Jose Dom ngos Sekunda, Paul o Mendes, Hercul ano
Jornal Satchanga and Bartol omeu Sangueve are being held wi thout charge and
seeki ng assurances that they will not be forcibly returned to Angol a;

- requesting to be infornmed of the reasons for their arrest, and for
confirmation of where they are being held;

- calling for their imedi ate rel ease unless they are pronptly charged
with a recogni zably crimnal offence, and asking for themto be given
access to their famlies, |lawers and necessary nedical attention.

APPEALS TO
The Hon. Jerry Ekandjo

M ni ster of Home Affairs
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W ndhoek
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and to diplomatic representatives of Nam bia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 7 Decenber 2000.



