PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 35/002/2002

UA 155/ 02 Fear for safety/Medical concern/ 24 May 2002
Possi bl e Prisoner of Consci ence (PQQ)

MADAGASCAR Ali Sarety (65 years old),|eader of the KMVR (Support
Committee for Marc Raval omanana, Comité de Support pour
Mar ¢ Raval omanana)i n Anbanj a, provi nce of Antsiranana
(D égo- Suar ez)

Possi bl e prisoner of conscience Ali Sarety is being denied specialist

nedi cal treatment by the provincial authorities and security forces in
provi nce of Antsiranana, northeast Madagascar. He is a prom nent supporter
of Marc Raval omanana, who was officially declared President of Madagascar

on 29 April. As such there are fears for his safety, as he is at risk of
being ill-treated by supporters of the outgoing President, Didier
Rat si r aka

Ali Sarety was reportedly arrested on 11 April, with two of his bodyguards
in Anbanja, by security officers loyal to the President Didier Ratsiraka.
He was later transferred to canp de gendarnerie Pardes, a security canp in
the city of Antsiranana (D égo-Suarez), in the province of Antsiranana
where he stayed until 17 May. He was held w thout charge along with 18
other prisoners arrested in different parts of the province, including
political prisoners and possible prisoners of conscience. The Tribunal de
Prem ere Instance de D égo (The First Instance Tribunal in Diego) was
unabl e to charge the prisoners with a recogni zable crimnal offence

Ali Sarety and his two bodyguards were transferred back to the town of
Anbanj a, Antsiranana (D égo-Suarez) Province on 17 May. The Tribunal de
Prem ere Instance de Anbanja (The First Instance Tribunal in Anbanja)
reportedly ordered the two bodyguards to be released, but Ali Sarety was
kept in detention and reportedly charged with keepi ng weapons in his house.
He is currently being treated at the Centre Mdico-chirurgical de Saint-
Dami en, Saint-Danien Surgical Medical Centre in Anbanja. He has a suspected
neur ol ogi cal di sorder, which was all egedly caused by the beating he
received at the time of his arrest. He requires specialist investigation
and treatment, which is only available in the capital Antananarivo. However
provincial authorities loyal to outgoing President Ratsiraka, including
nmenbers of security forces present in Anbanja, are reportedly inpeding his
transfer.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Madagascar has been marred by unrest since the contested results of the
Presidential elections of Decenber 2001 between outgoing President Didier
Rat si raka and Marc Raval omanana, mayor of the capital Antananarivo. On 29
April 2002, after the ordering of a vote recount by the H gh Constitutiona
Court, Marc Raval omanana was decl ared President of Madagascar. The recount
foll owed weeks of generally peaceful protests by supporters of Mrc

Raval omanana i n Antananarivo against official results, which cul mnated
with Marc Raval omanana’ s sel f-procl amati on as President on 22 February
2002. Despite efforts by the Organization of African Unity (QAU) to nediate
between the two rival Presidential candidates, outgoing President Didier
Rat si raka refused to recogni ze Marc Raval omanana as the new President and
set up his own governnent in the province of Toamasi na (Tamatave) with the
backi ng of four regional governors. These governors unilaterally declared
t he i ndependence of the provi nces of Toamasi na (Tamatave), Antsiranana
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(D égo- Suarez), Mjunga and Toliara (Tul éar) fromthe central governnent in
Ant ananari vo

Hurmman rights violations on both sides have steadily increased throughout
the country since the stand-off between Marc Raval omanana and Didi er
Ratsiraka. In particular, Amesty International has received many reports
of nmenbers and suspected supporters of Marc Raval onanana in the four

“i ndependent” provinces being intimdated, arbitrarily arrested and
tortured by regional authorities, security officers or mlitia supporting
t he out goi ng President.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in French or your own | anguage

- expressing concern for the safety of Ali Sarety in the town of Anbanja
and seeki ng assurances that he will not be harassed or intim dated;

- expressing concern for Ali Sarety’'s ill-health, which was all egedly
caused by being beaten at the tine of his arrest;

- calling on the provincial authorities to give himimedi ate and uni npeded
access to nedical analysis and treatment which are appropriate for his
condi tion;

- calling on the provincial authorities to clarify whether charges are
pendi ng agai nst hi mand asking for nore information about the basis of

t hese charges;

- explaining that if he was arrested solely for the peaceful expression of
his political beliefs, he should be rel eased i medi ately and

uncondi tional | y;

- calling for a pronpt, independent and inpartial investigation into his
alleged ill-treatment by security forces, for those responsible to be
suspended and pronptly brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

CGovernor of Di égo-Suarez Province

M Jean-Robert Gara

Gouverneur de la province de Di égo- Suarez

Pal ais du Faritany

201 Di égo- Suarez

Madagascar

Tel egrans: Governor of D égo-Suarez Province, Madagascar
Fax: + 261 20 82 29319

Sal ut ati on: Dear Gover nor

Arnmed Forces Mnister under President Didier Ratsiraka
CGeneral |snmaél Mouni bou

M nistre des Forces Arnmées de Didier Ratsiraka
c/ o Gouverneur de Tanatave

Pal ais du Faritany

Boul evard Ratsi m | aho

501 Tanat ave

Madagascar

Tel egrans: Ceneral Muni bou, Tamatave, Madagascar
Fax: + 261 20 22 21842

Sal ut ati on: Dear GCeneral

Prosecutor of the First Instance Tribunals in Anbanja
Procureur du Tribunal de Prem ere |Instance d' Arbanja




Pal ai s de Justice

203 Anbanj a

Di égo- Suar ez

Madagascar

Tel egrans: Procureur du Tribunal de Prem ére Instance d Anbanja, D égo-
Suar ez, Madagascar

Sal ut ati on: Dear Prosecutor

General Prosecutor of Tribunals in Mjunga

Procureur Général du Tribunal de Mjunga

Pal ai s de Justice

401 Maj unga

Madagascar

Fax: + 261 20 62 22743

Tel egrans: Procureur Général du Tribunal de Mjunga, Madagascar
Sal utation: Dear Prosecutor General

COPI ES TO

Mre Alice Rajaonah

Garde des Sceaux et Mnistre de |la Justice
Mnistére de | a Justice

Faravohitra

101 Ant ananarivo

Madagascar

and to diplomatic representatives of MADAGASCAR accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 July 2002.



