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Amnest y  I nt er nat i onal  i s a wor l dwi de movement  of  peopl e who campai gn f or  
i nt er nat i onal l y r ecogni zed human r i ght s t o be r espect ed and pr ot ect ed.   

Amnest y  I nt er nat i onal ’ s v i si on i s of  a wor l d i n whi ch ever y per son 
enj oys al l  t he human r i ght s enshr i ned i n t he Uni ver sal  Decl ar at i on of  Human 



Ri ght s and ot her  i nt er nat i onal  human r i ght s  st andar ds.  

I n pur sui t  of  t hi s vi s i on,  Amnest y  I nt er nat i onal ’ s mi ss i on i s  t o 
under t ake r esear ch and act i on f ocused on pr event i ng and endi ng gr ave abuses 
of  t he r i ght s t o phys i cal  and ment al  i nt egr i t y,  f r eedom of  consci ence and 
expr ess i on,  and f r eedom f r om di scr i mi nat i on,  wi t hi n t he cont ext  of  i t s  wor k 
t o pr omot e al l  human r i ght s.  

Amnest y  I nt er nat i onal  i s i ndependent  of  any gover nment ,  pol i t i cal  
i deol ogy,  economi c i nt er est  or  r el i gi on.  I t  does not  suppor t  or  oppose any 
gover nment  or  pol i t i cal  syst em,  nor  does i t  suppor t  or  oppose t he vi ews of  
t hose whose r i ght s i t  seeks t o pr ot ect .  I t  i s concer ned sol el y wi t h t he 
i mpar t i al  pr ot ect i on of  human r i ght s.  

Amnest y  I nt er nat i onal  i s a democr at i c ,  sel f - gover ni ng movement  wi t h 
mor e t han 1. 8 mi l l i on member s and suppor t er s i n over  150 count r i es and 
t er r i t or i es i n ever y r egi on of  t he wor l d.  I t  i s f unded l ar gel y by i t s 
wor l dwi de member shi p and publ i c  donat i ons.  

 

[ Back cover  t ext ]  

I n most  of  t oday’ s  war s,  ci vi l i an casual t i es  f ar  out number  t hose of  ar med 
combat ant s .  Women and men bot h suf f er  human r i ght s  vi ol at i ons i n conf l i ct s,  
such as unl awf ul  ki l l i ngs and t or t ur e.  However ,  t he par t i cul ar  ways i n whi ch 
women ar e t ar get ed f or  v i ol ence,  or  ar e ot her wi se af f ect ed by ar med conf l i c t ,  
ar e usual l y over l ooked.  

Women and gi r l s ar e mor e l i kel y  t o be t he t ar get  of  sexual  vi ol ence,  
especi al l y  r ape.  Women f ace ext r a,  somet i mes i nsur mount abl e,  obst acl es t o 
obt ai ni ng j us t i ce,  because of  t he st i gma at t ached t o sur vi vor s of  sexual  
v i ol ence,  and women’ s  di sadvant aged posi t i on i n soci et y .  Whet her  c i vi l i ans 
or  combat ant s ,  r ef ugees or  di spl aced peopl e,  t he i mpact  of  war  wei ghs 
par t i cul ar l y heavi l y on women.  

I n t hi s r epor t ,  Amnest y I nt er nat i onal  shows some of  t he ways i n whi ch conf l i ct  
af f ect s  women,  and t he many di f f er ent  r ol es whi ch women pl ay i n conf l i c t .  
Women ar e not  onl y v i ct i ms and sur vi vor s ,  but  al so act i vi st s ,  negot i at or s,  
peace- bui l der s and human r i ght s  def ender s.  At t empt s t o addr ess t he human 
r i ght s consequences of  conf l i ct ,  i ncl udi ng i t s par t i cul ar  ef f ect s  on women,  
can onl y be compr ehensi ve and l ong- l ast i ng i f  women pl ay an act i ve par t  i n 
r ebui l di ng soci et y at  al l  l evel s.  

[ End back cover  t ext ]  
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