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Ammesty International is a worldw de novenent of people who canpaign for
i nternationally recognized human rights to be respected and prot ect ed.

Ammesty International’s vision is of a world in which every person
enjoys all the human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human



Ri ghts and ot her international human rights standards.

In pursuit of this vision, Amesty International’s mssion is to
undert ake research and acti on focused on preventing and endi ng grave abuses
of the rights to physical and nmental integrity, freedomof conscience and
expression, and freedomfromdi scrim nation, within the context of its work
to pronote all human rights

Ammesty International is independent of any governnent, political
i deol ogy, econom c interest or religion. It does not support or oppose any
government or political system nor does it support or oppose the views of
those whose rights it seeks to protect. It is concerned solely with the
i npartial protection of human rights.

Ammesty International is a denocratic, self-governing novenent with
nmore than 1.8 million nenbers and supporters in over 150 countries and
territories in every region of the world. It is funded largely by its
wor | dwi de menber shi p and public donations.

[ Back cover text]

In nost of today’s wars, civilian casualties far outnunber those of arned
conbat ants. Wonen and nen bot h suf fer human rights violations in conflicts

such as unl awful killings and torture. However, the particul ar ways i n whi ch
woren are targeted for viol ence, or are ot herw se af f ect ed by arnmed conflict,
are usual ly overl ooked.

Worren and girls are nore likely to be the target of sexual violence,
especially rape. Wonen face extra, sonetines insurnmountable, obstacles to
obtaining justice, because of the stigma attached to survivors of sexua
vi ol ence, and worren’ s di sadvant aged position in society. Wether civilians
or conbatants, refugees or displaced people, the inpact of war wei ghs
particularly heavily on wonen.

Inthisreport, Amesty Internati onal shows sone of t he ways i nwhichconflict
af fects wonmen, and the many different roles which wonen play in conflict.
Worren are not only victins and survivors, but al so activists, negotiators,
peace-buil ders and human rights defenders. Attenpts to address the human
rights consequences of conflict, includingits particular effects on wonen,
can only be conprehensive and long-lasting i f wonmen play an active part in
rebuil ding society at all |evels.

[ End back cover text]
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