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Violence against women is a global outrage. All over the world, women 
continue to be raped, injured and killed with impunity. Concerted efforts 
led by women have achieved dramatic changes in laws, policies and practices 
in recent years. There is a pressing need to build campaigns to hold states 
accountable for their failure to respect, protect and ensure the right of 
women to live free from violence. 
 
This booklet is designed for human rights activists, women’s organizations, 
other human rights organizations and Amnesty International members. It 
offers activists practical advice on how to develop campaigns to stop 
violence against women and girls. The booklet also includes a step-by-step 
guide to organizing a campaign, and how to lobby for change at the national 
level in accordance with the state’s international legal obligations. 
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This is one of seven documents making up a toolkit for activists working 
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2. The Stop Violence Against Women Campaign 
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3. Due diligence: a tool for change 
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“Under general international law and specific human rights covenants, States 
may also be responsible for private acts if they fail to act with due 
diligence to prevent violations of rights or to investigate and punish acts 
of violence, and for providing compensation.” 
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4. Step-by-step guide to using due diligence as a campaign tool 
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Analyze your national legislation  
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International human rights law 
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International humanitarian law and international criminal law 
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Regional human rights treaties 
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Women’s organizations play a key role 
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Ensure the involvement of men 
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Other allies 
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Type A: Legislative change 
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Type B: Changes to policies and practices 
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Type C: Stimulate public debate  
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Type D: Strengthen your organization’s capacity to work on 
violence against women 
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Useful AI resources for campaigning to end violence against 
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