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Iraqis flee to Syria
to escape violence

Said Boumedouha, Al researcher, reports from Damascus, Syria, June|

“We don’t have a home to gthiey took it from us; we have nothing
leftin Iraq to go'teVith these wortlsn ‘Omar explained why she and
her five children fled from their home in Baghdad and joined the
swelling number of Iragi refugees —now more than 1.5yilgjon —tr

to rebuild their lives in Syria.

Um ‘Omar and her children have now found shelter in a tiny
apatmenthat they have been able to rent in the dapitascus.

Um ‘Omarstoy was one of anumber of similar accounts thatland my
colleagues have heard sinceive@in Damascusa flays ago to
look into the plight of Iragi refugees.

Some 2,000 Iraqi refugees are reghtw cross the border into
Syria each day to escape the violence — suicide besutangs,
killings and other gross abuses — that have becmydaynfact of
lifein Baghdad and othetpafIraq. Our teamis here in Syria to find
out how the local authorities are coping in the face of this mass influx
of needy peopieany of them traumatized by what they have seen or
experienced in Iraq.

Their sheer nunbare placing an emaus strain on locahdees
— healtheducation and housingvsion — and on the resources of
intenational agencies such as the UN High Commissioner for
Refugeesas well as on local relief agencies such as the Syrian Red
Crescent Society

Some pas of Damascugjch as Sayyeda Zeinab distaice,
virtuallybecome Iraqgi neighbourhoedsgreat has been the
congregation of refugees there. Haypilyerthe sectarian
violencéhat has become so widespread iesegially since the
Shi’a holy shrine at Sarmaras badly damaged in a bomb attack 16
months agis not at alhddent here in Damascus.

In Sayyeda Zeinab we also met Zahra and her four grown-up
daughteswith their children. The eldest daughter lost her husband in
Baghdad in a car bomb attack. The family has soviza tuainks
tosome savings that they had brought with them friout theq,
monthly rent they have to pay is already taking its toll.

Even though there are no restrictions on access to education for
Iragichildren in Syrtae family said their children do not go to school
because they cannotafford to pay for their schowd hoifsstc.

Other Iragis peeto send their children tdaitagally to easome
desperately needed cash to pay for food and accomnvbdation,
many young lraqilginavedit obliged to tarto prostitution to
suppottheir families.

Despite the continuing daily mass influx of Iraqi refugees into the
county Syria has kept its bosdggernbut for how long? Al would
like to see more commitment from theatitaral community
patticular the USEpropean Union and other rich coutdries,
providesubstantial help to host countries like Joriderg the
number of Iraqi refugees now exceeds 7EM0@Yriaand be
more generous in their resettlement programmes.

“W e cannot live like human beings for as long as

Ayaz Mammadoyv, an internally displaced person
from Jebrail, Azerbaijan, now living in former
student halls in the Bakuvian suburb of
Sumaqayit. He shares a room with his wife, two
sons and a daughtetin-law. Forced to leave his
home in 1994, he is one ofmore than half a million

as aresult of the territorial conflict between Azeris
and Armenians in Nagorny Karabakh between
1991 and 1994.

Forced displacementresulting from the territorial
conflicts of the former Soviet Union is no longer
hot news. With sporadic exceptions the regions
conflicts gave way in the mid-1990s to lengthy

While the international community has long since
moved on to “more urgent” crises elsewhere, the
legacy and impact of forced displacement remains.
At600,000— seven per centofthe total population
— Azerbaijan’s internally displaced population is
one of the largest per capita of any state in the
world. The majority of the displaced come from
territories surrounding the former autonomous
region of Nagorny Karabakh, which are now
occupiedby Armenianforces. Aminority comesfrom
Nagorny Karabakh itself, now an unrecognized
republic inhabited by its Armenian population.
While their lives may no longer be inimminent
danger entire communities of the displaced are
confronted with daily crises of subsistence.
Excluded from the benefits of the new oil economy

onthe state.
Inadditiontothesedifficulties, internally displaced
people oftenface discriminationin everyday life. Al

Iragi families receive a ceskmeal from a charity in ta@dnana district of
DamascuSyriaJune 200More than 1.5 millioralgis hae now fled to Syria.

Inside

Awoman Iooks out from astshelter atacampin cmimzerbauan\/lore than half amillion people/aaueen
displaced for over a decade as a result of the conflictam&gabakh between 1991 and 1994.

Dlsplaced people denied
rights inAzerbaljan

wastold by agroup of womenin Baku thatthe local

this peace process goes on.” These are the words of population “looks down on us as whites once did

on blacks.” They said that their children faced
bullying in school.

Since the start of the conflict the government has
struggled, often under difficult conditions, to
addressthe rights and needs of displaced people. Al
acknowledges these efforts, while also recognizing

people who have been displaced for over a decade that internally displaced people have the right to

voluntary return under conditions of security and
dignity. Yet displaced people also have the right to
choose integration or permanent resettlement
elsewhere in the country a right which must be
respected particularly in a context where return is
extremely unlikely in the foreseeable future.

In its report, Azerbaijan: Displaced then

peace processes which have yet to be resolveddiscriminated against — the plight of the internally

displaced population (EUR 55/010/2007), Al
outlines a series of policies and practices that
effectively segregate and penalize the displaced
population. For example, an internal registration
system forces people to live in fixed locations to
qualify for benefits and employment. Many new
settlements constructed to house displaced people
arebuiltingeographically and economicallyisolated
areas. Legal provisions guaranteeing displaced
peoples access to free social services, goods and
medicines are often not effectively implemented,
leaving many in a worse situation than their fellow
Azerbaijanicitizens.

In the meantime, efforts to integrate displaced
people and provide a durable basis to their lives
will make it easier in the long-term for them to

in Azerbaijan, they become ever more dependent return. Self-reliant communities will ultimately

return bringing skills, experience and enterprise
with them, rather than enduring dependency on
state subsidies.

Wordwide Appeals

it uu_ P

e : = ian

Secretdetention of terror suspect by USA and Pakistan

Elftlorﬁl é‘.’ Orhe Djmmared:ate ofthousands still unknown in Algeria

« Military implicated in abduction in Chechnya
» Doctor abducted in Democratic Republic of the Congo



WHEREARJTS UNKIW® 1 HOUSAN

30 August—International Day of the Disappeared

nforceddisappearancesarenotathingof despite reports that screams could be
he past. They continue all over the heard coming from the trucks.
world —in Algeria, Colombia, Nepal, the Following exhumations, six bodies
Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, the former were identified as victims of the Pueblo

Yugoslavia —to name but a few countries. Bello abductions. The fate of the other ¥4 = - &,
The USA, sometimes acting with the com 37 victims remains unknown. Some . r Py -
plicity of other governments, hascarriedout paramilitaries have been given prison ANTONIO RICARDO MANUEL ' ARIEL DULLIS LUCIO'MIGUEE

enforced disappearances MARTINEZ BOHORQUEZ
of terror suspects. Those
who commit these crimes
have done so with almost
complete impunity.

In Sri Lanka, the Vice-

sentences for killing the
To “disappear”is to six people identified.
vanish, to cease to be, t§°Wever the perpetrators
bel t’ Butth ’ “Tesponsible  for the
“e. (i (Bl (,:’: enforced disappearance
disappeared” have not of the other victims have

) nn';‘z DELGADO URZOLA SOTELO:

Chancellor of Eastern Simply vanished. gone unpunished. - d |
University, Sivasubramanium - Someone, somewhere, n January 2006, the ¥ £
Raveendranath, was -American Court on | . - -

reportedly abducted while g’%me/fnwgg%leag;:gpe uman Rights found DIOMEDES "URIAS “+JOSE ENCARNACION :‘i!qﬂﬁi Finmn SANTIAGOD MANUEL
at a conference in the > that the Colombian | BARRERAOROZEG BARRERA OROZEQ Hn Ll TN s el s
capital, Colombo, on 15 responSIb/e. government had failed to »~

December2006. He was
in an area of the capital tightly controlled
bythe army; itislikely thathis captors were
military agents. He has not been heard
from since. in the case. It concluded that the
There are currently 5,749 outstanding state was responsible for fomenting |
cases of enforced disappearance in Srithe development of the paramilitary
Lanka being reviewed by the UN Working  structures and thus creating a situation of
Group on Enforced or Involuntary risk for the community of Pueblo Bello.
Disappearances. Since 2006, hundreds of In December 2006, the UN adopted
people have reportedly been abducted and a powerful human rights treaty — the
forcibly disappeared by the security forces International Convention for the
or armed groups in areas in the north and Protection of All Persons from Enforced -
east of Sri Lanka, as well as in Colombo. Disappearance. It aims to prevent
Often taken in “for questioning”and held  enforced disappearances, establish the
incommunicado, no records of their truth when this crime occurs, punish =
detention are available. Many cases the perpetrators and provide reparations ey ———
implicqte m_embers of the securjty forges, tothe \(ictims a}nd theirfamiligs. “‘ﬁ'ﬁ‘&'&!‘w mcm Jmm
others implicate armed groups including  The international community must now e : :
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and ensure that the Convention is ratified and !
the Karuna group. effectively implemented throughout i
In Colombia, 43 people were abducted the world. y
on 14 January 1990 from the Pueblo Bello
community ?/n Antioquia department ACTN@V =

meet its obligations to
guarantee the rights of the people affected. |
The Court made clear that it believed
that the armed forces were implicated

&
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(see posterright) by 60 army-backed
paramilitaries. This was allegedly in
retaliation for the theft of some cattle
belonging to a paramilitary commander.
The 43 were taken to a farm where they
were most probably killed. Onthe road to
the farm, the paramilitaries were not
challenged at a military checkpoint,

Urge your genment to ratify the
Cowention at the digst oppdunity
and without resetions which under
mine its object and pase.

Go to wwamnestgrg/un to see ho
you can suppothe Interational
Cowention for the Protection of
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RICION FORZADA DE 43 CAMPESINOS

PEREZ RAMOS

S50

Persons from enforced Disappearanc 14 DE ENERO DE 199Q,\FUEBLO BEL!.O '_URABA .lII

Secret detention of
terror suspect

“Icarry onnotever knowingifmy husband
is alive or dead, if they are torturing him,
orwhat they might be doing to him.”

Elena Moreno, Mustafa Setmariam Nasars wife
Mustafa Setmariam Nasar (also known
as Abu Musab al-Suri), a dual Syrian/
Spanish national, was captured by
Pakistani officials in Quetta, Pakistan, in
early November 2005.

He is best known for his writings on
“Global Islamic Resistance”, which are
thought to provide much of the intellec-
tual framework for current al-Qa’ida
operations. He ran an al-Qa’ida training
campin Afghanistan, and was indicted in
2003 by the Spanish authorities for
training al-Qa’ida “sleeper” cells (later
linked to the 2004 Madrid bombings).

In the weeks following Mustafa
Setmariam Nasars capture, officials report
edly said that details about his detention

were being withheld to allow US and
Pakistaniagentstime toactoninformation
gained during his interrogation. However,
his detention was not officially announced
by either the US or Pakistani authorities.

In April 2006, Pakistani intelligence
officials privately confirmed that
Mustafa Setmariam Nasar had been
handed overto US agents, who had flown
him out of Pakistan some months earlier
In March 2006, his name had been
abruptly removed from the US govern
ment’s “Rewards for Justice” list, and the
US$5 million reward for information
leading to his arrest was withdrawn. US
officials have declined to explain why his
name was removed from the list.

Mustafa Setmariam Nasars name was
later included in a list of “T errorists No
Longer a Threat”, read into the US
Congressional Record on 19 July 2006.
No other information about his fate has

been released by the US government.

Although Al received information in April
2006 thathe had been“deported”to Syria,
his currentwhereabouts remain unclear

ALGERIA

Fate of thousands is

still unknown

Salah Sakera teacher and member of
the banned Salvation Islamic Front,
was arrested without a warrant by the

Algerian security forces on 29 May
1994 at his home in the city of

Constantine.

His wife, Louisa, still does not know
what happened to him. She wrote to
the authorities and filed a complaintin
the court in Constantine in order
to locate her husband and be informed
ofany charges against him. Eventually
in February 1997, the security forces
in Constantine wrote to her
acknowledging that they had arrested

In Algeria the fate of thousands of
victims of enforced disappearance
during the 1990s’ internal conflict
remains unknown and the anguish of
their relatives continue. The 2006

amnesty laws bar courts from
investigating complaints against the
security forces.

In October 2000, Salah Sakers wife
submitted a complaint to the UN
Human Rights Committee, having
failed to obtain a remedy through
domestic mechanisms. In its first
decision on enforced disappearance in
Algeria, the Committee ruled, in March
2006, that the authorities had failed to
protectthe rights and life of Salah Saker

The Algerian authorities have
still not investigated the enforced
disappearance of Salah Saker

him and then transferred him to a
designated military investigation
centre on 3 July 1994.

In December 1998, the National
Human Rights Observatory informed
his wife that, according to the security
forces, Salah Saker had been abducted|

& Please writealling for legal piisions;
which preent imestigations into enforged

disappearances to be repealed softhat
Louisa Saker and thousands o&ditke
her can learthe tuth about the fate ¢f
theirelatives.

& Please writasking the US arakiBtan geenments to disclose the whereabouts of Mus @n unidentified armed group while
Setmariam Nasar since his deteatidensure that he is given access to his family gnd jg@khed attheinvestigation centre. They
adequatkegal process. Call on the authorities to end secret detention and enforced dfsa #e was wanted in connection
and to clarify the fate and whereabouts of all people who have been secretly detajneg| iy US @76 rist group and had been
Pakistani officials. o sentencedodeathinabsentiaon 29 July
Send appeals to the US aldstan embassies in your cpukddresses can be founfl atj ggg However, the circumstances of his
http://lusembassstate.ge@ and http://pk.embassyiniuation.com/ detention have never been clarified.

Send appeals to: His Excellency Abdelaz
BouteflikaPrésident de la Républigpe,
Présidence de la Républigudpuradia)
AlgetAlgeria.

Fax:+21321609618 or +21321 6915
E-mail: president@el-mouradia.dz
Salutationo¥ir Excellency

a
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Small stepstowardsjustice in Chechnya

The trial of Charles Taylor
An eyewitness account by Al researcherdnia Bernath

Stephen Raphe Prosecutor of the Speciat @o@iena Leone,

was reading out 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity — it was the beginning of the trial of 4 foenier
presidenChalesTaylor| found myself thinking of Miatte,of

Impunity for human rights violations in the Chechen conflict in the Relssiand three other membgher family were killed in their home on hundreds of thousands of women é&nbigialized during the

Federation is widespread. @etjsions in four recent caseth in 21 May 2003. Their klerere aned men in camouflageoaccording
Russian cotsrand in the European €olifuman Righssiow that to eyaitnessespoke Russian and travelled in gilitaicles through

justicds possibleefs of thousands of people have beerakitledy roadblocks during earhous.

estimated 3-5,000 people have become victims of enforeed d@pEuropean GoefiHuman Righted that the Russi@al&ration

pearancer abduction since the conflictrpted in 1999. was responsible for the deaths of Zuva BitiEher three relatives.
The authorities in Russia have failddatiyall cases tov@stigate

and prosecute the serious human rights violations and war crimes that

have taken place. They have also failefitte pdress to the victims.

European Court rulings

Ruslan Alikhadzhepeaker of the Chechi ¢
patiament in the late 199@ss detained t
Russian state agents in May 2000 and |
not been seen since. Aiubkhan Magei
(righywas detained legieral forcesin Octo
2000; the authorities claim he was releas
next maring but his family have not seer
since. The Russian authorities haee
revealed the fate or whereabouts of eithi

In July the European Gufiluman Rights

their deaths were attributable to the Russangmt.

the European CoefrtHuman Rights.

At least 14 mespme any officex, some

In December 2006 a peace agreementtivay are irdespite calls from the victims’

Rare conviction

Four membsof a special unit of Russian Militaelligence (GRU)
were coricted by a cdun Chechnya on 14 June for killing sixachar
Chechen civilians near the village of Dai iy 280@ar

According to the prosecutienGRU unit opened fire on a car without captivityShe swives with no assistance from tlengeent nor
g waning One man was killed and two people were wounded. Captreparations from those responsible for her plight.

Eduard Ulman and his subordinateksander Kalaganskii and
Vladimixbevodintook the five stivos to an abandoned building and Leone was set up totirose who bear the greatest responsibility
administeredsiraid. HowerMajor AleksegFel@skii radioed Captain
Ulman with an order to eliminate the detainees. Captain Ulman t specific to womeéncluding sexual violemapesexual slaver
ordered his subordinates to shootaherg put the bodies into the car
and setiton fire. The victims included a pregnant woman.
Captain Ulmahleksander Kalaganskidimirdérsodin ant¥ajor
Pereleskii were coiated of murder and of “exceeding affittiakity”
found the Russiaederation responsible for the enforced disag sentenced to imprisonmentrius tfmine to 14 ysar
pearanceof both men and for failing to conduct antie& Al welcomes thesewdtionshut is conceed that only a handful of
investigation. The Qdeld that they must be presumed dead andRhasian militgsevice pesonnel have been prosecuted avidteatfor
serious human rights violations committed during the Chechen confli

Zura Bitiea was a well-known peace adigahizing marches and The authorities must immediately take stepsttoed§firestigate
demonstrations for peace by Chechenwomen. She was arbitrarilgdé{aioselcute thepetratcs of the serious human rights violations that
foraboutamonth inlg@&000. After her release she filed acomplainhaitk taken place during the Chechen conflitwsSie Federation:
What justice for Chechnya'’s disapp&ad#e/i26/015/2007).

Fourteen men missing and atrisk oftorture in Chad

11-year confli¢ttmet Miatta on my last trip ta&lezone in March
2007 where | reguievisit as Alfesearcher
Atthe age of folfiatta withessed mengtmthe Relutionar
United®nt (RUR)legedly under the command oeSRtor
buning alive her parettithes,and sistex. She was abducted
and taken to Kailahthre easteimost district in SiatLeone,
where she was forced to live as a slave.
Now 17she is unable to have children of heisasippled
and has poor eyesight — a direct consequence of the sustained and
prolonged rapejture and sexual violence that she experienced in

When the conflict ended in 26@2Special Cddor Siela
for serious violations of inéional humanitarian |&vimes

and outrages upongmral dignigre among the charges against
Chales &ylorFor security reasons his trial is taking place in the
Hague. In June the SpecialtGound senior membenf

the Amed Brces ReolutiongrCouncil (AFR@)p often wied

with the RUF and allegedly under the commanié ©&gloar
guilty of rape and outrages afqreal dignity including forced
mariage and sexual slgver

Many women still suffering

An estimated 250,000 women alsqafrout one in three) were
victims of sexual violence during the coagjicallynany women
continue to seffwithout any supptire majority inral areas far
from the capitdfeetown. They live on the margins of society
constantlydisappointed with theirvgnmens failure to
acknowledged address the consequences of these crimes. Most
are unaware of the Speciat@m8iea Leone —their lives are fully
consumed with the dfforsuviveincluding finding strategies to

civilianshave not been seen since they wagaed inripoliLibyabetween the genment familiesand human rights organizations. The deal with shame and stigroar health and\ety:

arested by security forces in April 2606.df Chad and the FUC. Mahamatiddeader authorities have also failed to respect due These women desperately need measgictelogical and
more than a yedre Chadian authorities haweé FUGyas appointed Minister ¢fis so hard and process and thele of law social suppgrfunds to pay for their childresthoolefes,
refused to disclose any inétion about them.Deénce in March 2007. Hogye painful to notknow Enforced disappearance is a and micro-credit and training dppities to help them become
Theirfamilies do neéa know whether they an® nevs emerged on the fate pf 5 happened to my crime under intetional law selfsufficient and rebuild their lives. They also needtobe par
alive or dead. thearrested men. husband. After one Al is calling on the Chadian the healingrocess that justice and reparations canTing

On 13 and 14 April 2006 the capital, Among the 14 victims éan Ijustwant to authorities to disclose the govenment of Siea Leone should make far greatetsetifor
N’Djamenayas attacked by a coalition ehforced disappearance atgqo\y where heis’ fate and whereabouts of those contact women in the communities where shatwamities
amed groupthe UnitedrBnt for DemocraticColonel Abakar Ga@glonel W‘feOmeOﬂhedlsappearedwho have disappeared and to took place. It should also bring more war criminals tbyustice,
Change (FUC). Thee opposition groupsKhamis DookneCommandant infom their families and their  ovetumingthe amnesty pfision in the Lomé peace accord that
whichwere seekingto oust President Idriss Réibpusma@plonel Ahmat HardDolonel representatives; to ensure that these men aregrants pgretratos immunity from prosecution and by giving
fought pitched battles withegument forces AbdoulayeYoussouf SeidRamat Ahoula,immediately granted access to their &awyer women legal aid so that they canppegyetratos and apply for
on theoutskits of the capital. Hundreds ddichelim Ahmat Oupddmmat Mahamatj families and doctpto charge the menandgive reparationis national cots:
people were killed. Atleast 14 semiyraffi  OusmaiiGuy Békam and Mahamat Saleh Idttssm afair trial or release them; andtoinitiatean | continued to listen to the proceedulgsaware of their
ces and seeralcivilians wererasted by  IfaliveAl beliees that they are at serious risidependent and impakirvestigation into impotancebut couldn’t help wondepvith the trial taking place
membex of the security forces on suspiciopfiabture. The Chadian authorities have reftisese enforced disappearances and to bringthousands of miles fromr@ieeonayhether Miatta wasea
being imolved in or knowing about this attacto say where they are held or what state of ltbakile responsible to justice. aware that they had begun or that meafitiee AFRC had been

RUSSIAN FEDERAION
Military implicated in
kidnapping
Bulat Chilaev, a driver for the Russian
non-governmental organization Citizen's
Assistance has not been seen sin
9 April 2006.

That day Chechen and Russian federal
security forces reportedly raided the Chechen
village of Sernovodsk, checking the identity
documents of everyone there. They detained
an acquaintance of Bulat Chilaev for a few
hours to check his identity. He was released
without charge. After he was released he
asked Bulat Chilaev to give him a lift to
Grozny. The two men set off for Grozny in
Bulat Chilaev’s car

Eyewitnesses reported that at a crossroads,
between the villages of Sernovodsk and
Assinovskaia, they saw masked men in
uniform blocking the road. They dragged the
two men out of the car, handcuffed them and
bundled them into another car, putting one
maninthe boot of the car and the other onthe
back seat. Both cars were driven away in
the direction of Grozny.

Following appeals by Al and other non-
governmental organizations asking for help
to trace Bulat Chilaey, the Prosecutor of the
Chechen Republic confirmed reports of the
abduction and said that a criminal case had
been opened.

Z P A
Friends and colleagues dematestn Gro
for the release of Bulat Chilaésy 2006.

Witnesses to the abduction provided the
registration numbers of the cars and an
identity tag of a member of a military unit
under the Russian Ministry of Defence which
had been found at the scene.

The owner of the identity tag was
subsequently questioned, and claimed that he
had lost his tag, but it appears that the
investigation did not proceed further. In
October 2006 Al received unofficial informa-
tion that he had been killed while on duty.

a4 Please writealling on the authoritied
establish what has happened to BulatvGlrige

tojustice.

Send appeals taal¥rii Alekse@ich Kuznets,
Prosecutor of the Chechen Refiifiog of thp
Public Prosecutor of the Chechen Repl
Idrisva 42g. Grozng64000Russiargeleration
Fax: +7 8712 22 32 63 (If someone aspleas!
say “fax”.) Salutation: Dear Prosecutor

to dicially executed or thathe died as aresult of

for those responsible for his abduction to be proughi

lic, them by telephone. After his enforced

found guilty of the same crimes she had been a victim of

DEMO CRRCREPUBLICOF THE CONGO (DRC)
Doctor abducted money for

Faustin Sosso was abducted in the capital, Sosscs release.
Kinshasa, on the evening of 20 August2006  Politically motivated
by armed men believed to be members of the arrests and abuses by th: -
Garde Républicaine, President Joseph security forces were -«
Kabila's presidential guard. especially common during the presidential
Faustin Sossoisamedicaldoctorwhoalso elections in late 2006 and subsequent
worked as medical adviser to Jean-Pierre fightinginKinshasainMarch 2007 between
Bemba, the mainrival to President Kabilain governmentforces and militia loyal to Jean-
the DRC's 2006 presidential elections. Pierre Bemba. Peaceful opposition members
After his abduction Faustin Sosso was and supporters, journalists and others were
driven away in a jeep to an unknown arbitrarily detained, ill-treated, tortured
destination. Reports suggest that he was and in some cases, killed or disappeared.
taken to Camp Tshatshi, the main base of Many of those arrested are still in detention
the Garde Républicaine in Kinshasa, and awaiting trial on what Al believes
that he may subsequently have been are unfounded charges of “espionage” or
transferred into the custody of military “participation in an insurrectionary
intelligence, known as ex-DEMIAP, movement”. Some ofthem may be prisoners
Al believes his enforced disappearance of conscience.
relates solely to his professional connection
with Jean-Pierre Bemba. Some reports
suggesthat Faustin Sosso has been extraju

y

Faustin

conduct a prompitiorough and independgnt

a Please writealling on the DRC authoriti]s to
investigation into the enforced disappeargnce of

torture while in custody, and that his body | Drraustin Sosswijth the results made puplic
s been secretly disposed of. His family | andforthose responsible for his abductign and
however, continue to believe that he is alive | subsequent human rights violations fo be

brought to justice.
Send appeals to: President Joseph Habila,
Présidence de la Républigkamshas
GombeDemocratic Republic of the Cdngo.

Email: pr@presidentrdc.cd or pp@presidgntrdc.cd
Salutation: Dear President

and held in secret detention, based on
unconfirmed “sightings” reported to

disappearance family members received
phone callsfrom people identifying them-
selves as security force officers demanding




DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
Women in Zimbabwe stand up for their rights

Women human rights defenders in Zimbabwe have shown = -
remarkable resilience and bravery in facing a state which
consistently uses excessive force to break up peaceful
demonstrations. The women endure repeated arbitrary
arrests, detentions and beatings as well as sexual and!
verbal abuse while in police custody for exercising their
right to peaceful assembly Their refusal to be cowed is
largely a reflection of the desperate situation prevailing in
acountry where many can no longer afford to buy food or
pay for education and medical care.

Since 2000, the human rights situation has deteriorated ———
rapidly against a backdrop of unprecedented economic
meltdown. The governments policies on landreform and
forced evictions have deniedthe entire populatiottheir rights
to food, health, education and housing.

In response to the violation of economic and social
rights, Zimbabwean women are mobilizing to confront
the government. They are demanding respect and pro
tection of their human rights, and the rights of others in
their communities. As the women struggle to feed their
children, pay for school fees and for health care for themn
selves and their families, they are impelled .
to confront the government by taking to
non-violent street action.

Clara, a 60-yearold widow and
member of the Women’s Coalition, spoke
out at a community meeting in 2003
about food aid distribution practices
which discriminated against opposition

©A
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Arriot police officer egsts a woman protester taking paa
mach calling for free and fair electiofehuary 2002.

Gladys, an activist with Women and AIDS Support
Network, is one of the hundreds of women whose rights
were violated while she was in police custodySix months
pregnant, she was arrested in Harare and detained
overnightin a cold cell with no blankets.

; ince 2000, the government has used the
It's useless for you to Eg in particular the Public Order and

crying and screaming. %urity Act, the Miscellaneous Offences
like youareina bottle AREt and the Criminal Codification Act to
the lid is shut... no one Gi#&vent human rights defenders from
hear you so you havepéacefully organizing.
openthat lid and at least Ar's report, Zimbabwe: Between a rock
your voice will be héard. and a hard place- women human rights
party supporters in her village. In August  Ireneatrainer withaien of Zimbabwelefenders at risk (AFR 46/017/2007),
2006, she was found “guilty of being Arisetalks to ABulaway@007 gocuments the many levels on which
disrespectfulto men” by a chief’s court and fined a goat. women human rights defenders’ rights are being violated.
She refused to pay because she did not accept that she hadlestimonies from Zimbabwean women recorded by Al in
committed any offence. By February 2007 Clara was still 2007 accompany the report and show their incredible
not allowed to buy government maize. resilience despite the many obstacles that they face as a
The government has become increasingly intolerant result of government policies.
of critics of its policies. It continues to condone Al urges the government of Zimbabwe to respect the
and encourage the use of excessive force, torture andyvital role played by women human rights defenders, to
arbitrary arrest by the Zimbabwe Republic Police. allow them the freedom to assemble and associate freely
Government critics including human rights activists are and peacefully and to bring an immediate end to ill-
regularly detained. treatmentperpetrated by the Zimbabwe Republic Police.

Activists atrisk in Central America

Donny Reyé®asurer of the lesbigaybisexual and transgender
organizatioRainbow Associatieas detained on 18 March. He was
repotedly stopped by six police offizehe left his vkptace in
Tegucigalp&londuraand asked to show his identity documents.

Despite co-operating with the pblizey Reyes was taken to the
Comayaguiela police station. An officer put himin a celtedly repor
told the other inmat#ispok|’m bringing you a little princgss,
knowwhatto iBonny Reyes told Al that the other detainees took this
as asignal to beat him and rape him repddéaas released after
six and a half hewhen he agreed to pay a fine.

Donny Reyes’ experience is not unique aachiy cet limited
toHonduras.

While seeking to promote respect for the mostisheal and
marginalized communitiesnan rights aefdes across Central
America often face similar risks and obstacles. Many tackle a wide
varietyf gross inequalities in the distribution of vaeaktbs to
basic health facilitiemjucationwater and food. Othdrave
prioritizedhe protection of thevelonment and the associated
economisocial and cultural rights &faéfd communitieshes
deend and promote lesbiybisexual or transgender rights.

Howeer the absence of political will byegwnents has
allowed violations against human rigatsigsfto continue and
impunity for the pestratos to preail. Repts of killingsjeath
threatsharassment and intimidation of human rigérts etein
Central America continue despite advances iretbprdent of
intenationahuman rights standards on their protection.

Intimidated and attacked

According to the Human RighésmBes Protection Unit of the
National Human Rightsvéfoent in Guatema?d8 acts of
intimidatioand attacks againsthuman righeades were repred
in 2006. More than half of them were directed against individuals and
organizations focusing on ecorsmied,and cultural rightsiuding
labour rightthe rights of Indigenous people and housing rights.

The law is being misused in order to harass humankeghts wor
Suweillance of their offices and homes and the theft of sensitive and
impotant human rights infation are just some of the tactics used
tointimidate them.

Most violations targeting human rigletsdisfare not taken
seriouslyin many cases there is westigatiorin othes the
investigations are grossly inadequate and suggest that the authorities
are more conoexd with protecting the abuser than #reléef

SeePersecution and resistance: The experience of human rights
defenders in Honduras and Gualgxh#R02/001/2007).

Police violence hits the poor in Brazil

this subjectsays Ricky Romain.

Civil Blice fire into a feela imAugust 2006 repiedly resulting in three deaths and onesar

re than a thousand police officaand divisive way that socially excludg

tomed the Complexo do Alem&o €@nmunitiesre being policedud security
cluster of favelas in thetmof Rio de Janeiracan only be achiél through inclusive policies:
on 27 June. Some came ondthas in the day-to-day presence of the police along W
much-éaredamoured vehicle known as theng-tem irvestmentin publicgees for com
caveiraiterallybig skull). Residents coweretunities that have sufd decades of neglect.
in the streeds police exchanged fire with dr Minister of Justicar§o Genrqublicly
gangs. Atthe end ofthe day 19 layinielad, welcomingls recommendatiosaid: “The
ingthree teenagerThis latest tiasion” is repot’s conclusions are exactly the premis
part ofa 10-week-long operation that has sadfamwhich the Ministf Justice is \wimg' In a
claimed 44 lives and wounded more thecent meeting withs/8ecretgrGeneral,
80. The community haseefl damage to Irene Khathe BraziliamFeign Minist&@elso
propety and infrastcturechildremave been Amorinteiterated thedleral ggenmens
prevented from attending schaoad, small commitment to a more holistic approach
businesses have clod¥tien Al visited thepublic security
community in Magsidents complained of Howeer serious conae remain and
abuses by the police including excessivénusean rights violations continue to bl
offorcepeatings and extrajudiciateiions. committed inthe name of public seéwthe
They showed Al delegates the pokiemaZomplexo do Alemé&o operations contthue,
walls of shopsgches and a church. more “imasions” promised in the futiite,

AIS repat, Brazil: ‘From burning buses\all continue pressuring state autbral

caveirbes’—the search forhuman $6d4Rty authorities to prinle tue security for all
19/010/2007), criticizes the violewrtkless Braziliansyhether rich or poor

terrogatiofdetail) © Ricky Romain
R —

“Howeveas a human beirigconcens me that we are
too often ready to telpat in the debate about numbers|
and statisticayith insufficientaareness of the root
causes behind the human dilemmasjigiaen situation |
To see more of Ricky Ronsgaintingsgto
wwwamnestprg/refuges and wwiickyromain.com
and wwwaxisveborg/artist/rickyromain

Clockwise from topast-track fami(detail),Lost
igentities- container seriepoking for wosind

‘Nuturing Hope — Seeking Common Ground

Al hosted an exhibition of paintings entilerturing
Hope — Seeking Common Grdwtie afist Ricky
Romain at the Inteational Secretariat from 20 June-
20 Julyo markAbrld Refuge Dg.His work paniays the pairg
and suffering that feed displacement causes around
wotd and a series of 53 paintings were on sale to staff &
visitors with 10 per cent of proceexisgtcAl.

“The themes of asylum and innawiign are politicahs
an atist, | try not to work with gipaty political agnda
because | fully comprehend the complexities of the
practicalproblems that society has to deal with coiag
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