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The eight university students nanmed above were arrested on 17 and 18
August, in the capital, Yangon, previously known as Rangoon. It is not
known where they are being held or if they have been charged. Anmesty
International fears for the safety of all eight nen, who are at risk of
being tortured by Mlitary Intelligence (M).

The ei ght students are possible prisoners of conscience, possibly arrested
in connection with plans for a peaceful political protest. Young politica
activists, who have been at the forefront of Myanmar’'s pro-denpcracy
noverment, are sometinmes tortured in detention

On the evening of 18 August Thet Naung Soe, a final-year |aw student,
staged a peaceful solitary protest in front of Yangon City Hall, about
econoni ¢ and social conditions in Myanmar. He was hol ding a banner of red
cloth with a flying peacock on it, which is the synbol of student

resi stance in Myanmar. He was arrested within nminutes by the |ocal police.
Khin Maung Wn, a second-year |aw student, and Thoung Hite, a fourth-year
student at Yangon Technol ogy University (YTU), were arrested at the sane
time. It is not clear whether the latter two had joined the protest or were
onl ookers.

During the night of 17 August, five other students had been arrested at
their hones. Thaw Thaw Myo Han, a fourth-year YTU student, Nyunt Wn, a
third-year YTU student, Htoo Kyaw Wn, a third-year architecture student at
YTU, Kyaw Swa, a fourth-year YTU student, and Kyaw Zin Oo, also a fourth-
year YTU student, were all arrested by M personnel. It is believed they
may have been arrested for their involvenent in the protest.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

There are approximately 1350 political prisoners in Myanmar. Since 1999,
when the International Conmittee for the Red Cross (I CRC) was first allowed
to visit prisoners, prison conditions have inproved. However Anmesty

I nternational remai ns concerned about torture of political detainees during
initial interrogation.

Since early 2001, over 300 political prisoners have been rel eased by the
State Peace and Devel opnment Council (SPDC), Myanmar’'s mlitary government.
On 6 May, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, |eader of the nmain opposition party the
Nat i onal League for Denpbcracy (NLD) and Nobel Peace Prize |aureate, was
rel eased from 18 nonths of de facto house arrest. Amesty Internationa
publicly wel coned these rel eases, while at the same tinme calling on the
SPDC to step up the pace of releases. Wile Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was
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det ai ned she had confi dence-buil ding di scussions with the SPDC;, however it
is believed that a nore substantial dialogue about the future of the
country has not yet taken place.

There have been very few known political arrests since January 2001, with

t he notabl e exception of prisoner of conscience Dr Salai Thun Than, a 74-
year-ol d professor who was arrested in Novenmber 2001 for a peaceful protest
in front of Yangon City Hall. He was sentenced to seven years’

i mpri sonment, and is in poor health.

Econom ¢ conditions in Myanmar are reportedly deteriorating rapidly, with
hyperinflation and a grossly inflated official currency rate ngjor problens
for the vast mpjority of Burmese people. Most of themlive in poverty and
have difficulty in feeding thenselves and their famlies.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Thet Naung Soe, Thaw Thaw Myo Han,
Nyunt Wn, Htoo Kyaw Wn, Khin Maung Wn, Thoung Htite, Kyaw Swa and Kyaw
Zin Oo, arrested in Yangon on 17 and 18 August;

- calling for the authorities to make public their whereabouts, and urging
the SPDC to ensure that they are not tortured or ill-treated in detention
- calling on the authorities to i medi ately and unconditionally rel ease the
ei ght students unless they are to be charged with a recogni zable crim na
of f ence;

- urging that they are given i nmedi ate access to their famlies,

| awyers and any nedical attention they nmay require;

- welcoming the release of over 300 political prisoners since

early 2001;

- urging the SPDC to release all prisoners of conscience,

i ncluding Dr Salai Thun Than

APPEALS TO

Li eutenant General Khin Nyunt, Secretary 1

St ate Peace and Devel opnment Counci

c/o Director of Defense Services Intelligence (DDSI)
M ni stry of Defense, Signal Pagoda Road

Dagon Post O fice

Yangon

Uni on of Myannar

Tel egrams: General Khin Nyunt, Yangon, Mannar
Tel exes: 21316

Faxes: + 95 1 652 624

Sal utation: Dear Cenera

Col onel Ha Mn

O fice of Strategic Studies

Department of International Affairs

c/o Mnistry of Defense, Signal Pagoda Road
Dagon Post O fice

Yangon

Uni on of Myannar

Tel egranms: Col onel H a Mn, Yangon, Myanmar
Tel exes: 21316

Faxes: + 95 1 652 624



Sal ut ati on: Dear Col onel

COPIES TGO diplomatic representatives of Myanmar accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International
Secretariat, or your section office, if sending appeals after 3
Oct ober 2002.



