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Rape and sexual violence were endemic to the years of
armed conflict in Burundi and were perpetrated by
both government forces and armed groups. Despite
the end of the hostilities, levels of rape in the family and
community remain high. An average of 1,346 women a
year reported rape to Médecins sans Frontières
between 2004 and 2006. Young women and girls are
particularly at risk.

Many women fail to report rape because of the
resulting social stigma or the fear of reprisal. Social
attitudes apportion blame to the victim rather the
perpetrator. Some women are isolated, cut off from
psychosocial and legal services and may be simply
unaware that they can take legal action. A climate of
impunity where rape victims are unwilling or unable to
pursue legal proceedings means that perpetrators
often escape prosecution. Reports of rape committed
by both law enforcement officials and military officers
also compound mistrust among victims towards the
authorities.

Discriminatory attitudes within the Burundian police
force contribute to women’s reluctance to report rape.
The authorities also regularly fail to prioritize rape and
ensure that thorough investigations are carried out. A
clear message must be delivered to the government:
violence against women is a violation of human rights
which cannot be tolerated, rape is a crime, perpetrators
must be brought to justice and victims offered help and
compensation.
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to be respected and protected. It has more than
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whEThER In A hIgh-PROFIlE
COnFlICT OR A FORgOTTEn
CORnER OF ThE glOBE,
AMnESTY InTERnATIOnAl
CAMPAIgnS FOR jUSTICE
AnD FREEDOM FOR All AnD
SEEKS TO gAlVAnIzE PUBlIC
SUPPORT TO BUIlD A BETTER
wORlD.

whAT CAn
YOU DO?

� join Amnesty International and become part
of a worldwide movement campaigning for
an end to human rights violations. help us
make a difference.

� Make a donation to support Amnesty
International’s work.

Activists around the world have shown that it is
possible to resist the dangerous forces that are
undermining human rights. Be part of this
movement. Combat those who peddle fear
and hate. join Amnesty International.

Together we can make our voices heard.

I wAnT TO hElP

I am interested in receiving further
information on becoming a member
of Amnesty International

name

address

country

email

I wish to make a donation to Amnesty
International

amount

Please debit my Visa Mastercard

number

expiry date

signature

Please return this form to the Amnesty
International office in your country.
If there is not an Amnesty International
office in your country, please return
this form to:

Amnesty International
International Secretariat
Peter Benenson house
1 Easton Street
london wC1X 0Dw
United Kingdom

(donations will be taken in UK£, US$ or €)

www.amnesty.org

�
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